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Preface

If you describe this world with colors, then after you learn about the wonder, joy, and
beauty, as well as the sorrow, fickleness, and degeneracy in this world, you will say it is
colorful.

To record the colors of this era, the “Real China and Real People” column (China.
org.cn) was created.

This column was awarded First Prize at the 26th China News Awards by the All
China Journalists Association (ACJA) as a column of the News Center of China.org.cn
(http://news.china.com.cn) that insightfully reports people’s stories through words and
pictures. This column tells the stories of individuals or groups from all circles to mirror
development and change in related fields, with a focus on the joy and sorrow of these
newsmakers. It is people who make news vivid: This is the slogan of our column and a
principle to which we adhere.

Journalists should be recorders of the times, promoters of social progress, and
safeguards of justice. This column is devoted to always creating works with insights,
warmth, and good quality by following a down-to-earth approach to ascertain facts, tell
the truth, and move readers.

For example, the year 2015 marked the 70th anniversary of victory in the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, as well as the World Anti-Fascist
War. This column prepared 10 reports on veterans of those wars in a series called “Old
Heroes.” ¥rom “I’ll Marry You Once We Win the War!” to Lu Caiwen, a Veteran in the Military
Parade in Front of the Tian’anmen Rostrum, these illustrated stories vividly recount their

feats and life experiences, conveying the sense of social responsibility a news column is
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supposed to exhibit.

In 2016, our journalists traveled deep into a village primary school in Ziyang City,
Sichuan Province. They compiled three sets of stories and pictures to record the lives
of teachers there. Their writing was supported by detailed facts and rich data about the
school’s background. Their pictures boasted vivid details, including close-up portraits,
environmental portraits, and aerial photos of the school via a documentary photography
approach. A theme of the persistence and hope of village teachers was promoted through
their reporting, also exhibiting the media’s social responsibility.

In this book, 40 stories are carefully selected from the “Real China and Real People”
column (China.org.cn), organized into eight categories: Old Heroes, Joy and Sorrow, Village
Teachers, Devoted Craftsmen, Dedicated Professionals, New Generations, In Pursuit of
Dreams, and Never Too Old, in an attempt to present the stories of people of all ages and
from all circles.

Meanwhile, due to space limitations, the column editors and Editor-in-Charge Li Shasha
from New World Press have condensed each set of stories to present the main content of
each piece through concise words and pictures. If you are interested in learning more about
a set of stories after reading, you can scan the attached QR code to access the full text.

The “Real China and Real People” column (China.org.cn) has been produced for over
three years. In the future, this column will work hard to identify everyone who has a story,
uncover the historic and modern essence in each story, preserve a rare episode in history,

and record more colorful Chinese stories.

Chen Weisong and Wu Wenda
Heads of the “Real China and Real People” column (China.org.cn)
October 19, 2017
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100-year-old veteran Wang Xiangju joins the 2015 memorial ceremony for the “70th Anniversary of the Victory of the Chinese People’s War
of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression,” held in his hometown of Baoshan, Yunnnan Province.
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i i By October 2016, there were 100 veterans alive in Baoshan
Wang Xlangju’ City, Yunnan Province, who had served in the Chinese
a Centenanan People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression. Their
1 average age was 92. The youngest was 85: The oldest, named

Veteran from ot e

ang Xiangju, was 101.

Western Yunnan In 1935, at age 20, Wang Xiangju left Baoshan to study

at the Kunming Military Academy. He graduated in 1938
and joined the Southwest War Zone 2nd Regiment of the
Photos and Text .
by Chen Weisong and Tian Weitao, 58th Corps. He left Yunnan and started his career as a fighter
2016 | against Japanese aggression in places such as Hubei, Hunan,
and Jiangxi. He fought in the Battle of Changsha, Battle of
Changde, and Battle of Western Yunnan. After the war ended,
Wang Xiangju returned to his hometown and started to work
as a teacher.
Now, Wang Xiangju lives together with his son, Wang
Hongming, who was born in 1954. There are five generations

living together in the family. Despite being over 100 years

EI " IE old, Wang Xiangju look? energetic and talks clearly, capable
el ‘ of taking good care of himself. He often takes a stroll to the
R . village primary school and escorts the children home after
J school is over.
- ; Wang Hongming wishes to drive his car to take his father
E. ' to see the new look of Baoshan.

003




004

01

02

03

01

02

03

FHERHECTIEARRENMS. &£
RKIMREEF | MEBERTESAMESRIIRAR |
SEMT 25 A, BIFRIRIIBRSS.
FHEEREN FEARNB&SFHR 70
BF" £FFE, hHpR. EE hRE
% 2015 @4 21 HRUEEST. S
M. APEFEMREH SRR ERR R AR
HEBMARIZLESE , THEERARFZ—.
BEARMKE , THEEERT R FE%EL
ShpEEsals. EFIRITREIESL | EEAK
EREFT. "

Wang Xiangju enumerated the places
where he fought against the Japanese
invaders. In the Battle of Changsha, Wang
Xiangju’s unit fought for four days and five
nights. Even though 25 in his company
died, they did not retreat until order came.
Wang Xiangju is wearing the badge for
the “70th Anniversary of the Victory of
the Chinese People’s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression.” In 2015,
the CPC Central Committee, State
Council, and Central Military Commission
conferred this badge on those who
contributed to the victory in the War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression,
including soldiers, officers, international
friends, and their survivors. Wang Xiangju
was among them.

In the Battle of Changde, Wang Xiangju
was wounded in the lower leg in the fierce
effort to block the Japanese invaders.
About this, he said: “Anyway, it didn’t hurt
my bone. | was cured at the field hospital.”
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04 101-year-old Wang Xiangju holds a photo of himself at age 23. He graduated
from a military academy at age 23 and joined the War of Resistance.

005



