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Upon learning from the China Architectural Heritage editorial board
that they were working — as commissioned — on Glittering Lakes
and Hills: An Appreciation of Landscape Lighting at Summer Palace,
a book on illumination techniques applied in the classical gardens of
the World Heritage Site of Summer Palace, I browsed the outline of the
book and found that the book was novel in content, with an abundance of
illustrations. It is a good piece that deals from a brand new angle with the
preservation of a World Heritage Site and its “live™ utilization for the good
of the public.

Since my appointment in 2002 to the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage (SACH), 1 have paid great attention to the preservation of the
World Heritage Sites across the country, especially Summer Palace — the
exemplar of classical imperial gardens in China. The SACH endorsed way
back in 2004 the Beijing Municipal Science & Technology Commission
program, “Landscape Lighting Research and Demonstration for Classical
Gardens of Summer Palace”, undertaken by the Tianjin University’s
School of Architecture and Beijing Summer Palace Management Office:
in 2008 the SACH proceeded to make requirements on the protective
scope of Summer Palace landscape lighting and set forth the principles
and guidelines of preservation and “live™ utilization. In my 2005 article,
“Thoughts on Strengthening the Preservation and Management of World
Cultural Heritage”, I talked once more about how to implement the
principles of the preservation of World Heritage Sites. For instance, the
protection-first principle should make it clear not to seek development
and utilization for short-term interests at the price of destructing World
Cultural Heritage; the collective-protection principle requires having in
place a permanent system of modern scientific methods to raise public
awareness of cultural heritage through education and communication;
the authenticity principle requires maximally preserving the entirety of
historical information contained in a World Heritage Site, protecting and
exhibiting its true historical looks: and the integrity principle requires
giving full respect to inherent correlations between the components of a
World Heritage Site while preserving its entirety as demarcated.
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The book, Glittering Lakes and Hills: An Appreciation of Landscape
Lighting at Summer Palace, has several impressive features. First, it
takes the culture of classical imperial gardens as its point of departure
and provides an aesthetic analysis that is not only steeped in history of
garden lighting culture but grounded in meticulous studies. Second, as
primarily an artistic appreciation of landscape lighting at Summer Palace,
the book. while displaying illustration techniques where necessary, makes
full use of the literary language and photographic techniques to show the
readers a dreamlike brand new experience with the imposing beauty of
Summer Palace illuminated at night. Third, the book gives a thorough
analysis on how to make the best of Summer Palace as a World Heritage
Site and how to illuminate it in a way that displays the great profundity
of an imperial garden without causing damage to it. And fourth, it is
particularly praiseworthy that the book also proposes “Rules of Lighting
Design Management in World Heritage Preservation and Utilization™ or
“Guidelines”, which is consistent with the Convention Concerning the
Protection of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritage, with a view to
shedding light on world heritage preservation efforts across China based on
experience learned from Summer Palace lighting program.

Hence, 1 extend congratulations on the publication of the book. And 1
hope that Summer Palace lighting techniques described therein may be
applied elsewhere in China, thus illuminating and beautifying more cultural
heritage sites in the country and benefiting the public. The above is my
foreword for the book.

Shan Jixiang

President of the Chinese Society of Cultural Heritage
Director of the Palace Museum

October 2017
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Summer Palace, or Yiheyuan, is a cultural gem of China and even of the
world as a whole. Over nearly 20 years since its enroliment in 1998 as
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, unremitting efforts have been made,
as required by the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World's
Cultural and Natural Heritage, to protect it as a classical imperial garden.
As part of those efforts, landscape lighting for the classical gardens within
Summer Palace is intended not only as a means of inheriting but as an
innovation in "live" utilization and development.

Construction of Summer Palace, initially called "Qingyi Garden" (Garden
of Clear Ripples), began in 1750, in the last heyday of Chinese feudalism
— "Kanggqian Era.of Prosperity". It is a great paradigm of traditional
gardening, majestic and magnificent as an imperial garden, with its
every part appearing as if "created by nature". How to let Summer Palace
continue its charm at night as an age-old garden, how to avoid damage to
the World Heritage Site after creating a beautiful light environment for it,
how to convey to the public the historical significance of its lighting culture
and add splendor to Beijing... all these are new challenges the Beijing
Summer Palace Management Office is facing. To implement the Convention
Concerning the Protection of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritage
and the Law of China on the Protection of Cultural Heritage and observe
the principles of scientificity, ecology. and safety with regard to the use
of lighting at a cultural heritage site, back in 2004 the Beijing Municipal
Science & Technology Commission funded the founding of the task force
for Landscape Lighting Research and Demonstration for Classical Gardens
of Summer Palace, which consisted of the Tianjin University’s School of
Architecture and the Beijing Summer Palace Management Office. In the
five years that followed. this task force, based on scientific experiments,
developed the technical parameters and the main points of design and
construction with the characteristic of landscape Ilghtmg for the classical
gardens of Summer Palace. -

The book, “Glittering Lakes and Hills: An Appreciation of Landscape
Lighting at Summer Palace™, was written on the basis of the 2009 Summer
Palace lighting research program' and the 2016 Summer Palace garden
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lighting evaluation. Intended as a popular "primer" on the outcomes of
the technical research into lighting for Summer Palace, it was completed
through concerted efforts of the professional teams of cultural heritage
specialists, architectural photographers. editors and format designers, as
organized by the Architectural Photography Committee of the Architectural
Society of China and the China Architectural Heritage Editorial Board with
guidance and collaboration from various divisions of the Beijing Summer
Palace Management Office. It is worth noting that, of the books on classical
gardens of Summer Palace — which number several tens, this book is
the first of a kind that is rich in literature and photography. Despite our
editorial partner's meticulous efforts, the book may have deficiencies that
need to be corrected or improved in the future.

Besides producing this book that is refreshingly novel in form and format
and fine in content, the Beijing Summer Palace Management Office always
insisted that the "illuminating” means for a World Heritage Site should give
top priority to preservation and be scientifically suitable and technically
reversible. Moreover, our editorial partners also made bold explorations
in the process of compilation and proposed "technical guidelines" of a
universal value for the illumination of 52 World Heritage Sites across
China, with a view to contributing to the preservation and management of
World Heritage Sites in the country.

We'd like to take this opportunity to express special thanks to Mr. Shan
Jixiang, President of the Chinese Society of Cultural Heritage and Director
of the Palace Museum, for his persistent guidance and assistance to
Summer Palace and for the foreword he wrote for this book, as well as to
all experts and editors who contributed to the compilation and publication
of the book.

Liu Yaozhong
Director of Beijing Summer Palace Management Office
October 2017
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