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Preface

Madam Xie Cai-qi graduated from the Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning in Tongji University in Shang-
hai. After graduation, she worked in the Shanghai Textile Architectural Design and Research Institute till retire-
ment. She is a senior architect and national registered first-class architect. Her architectural design work has
received many first-class excellent engineering design awards, national design awards and national silver medals.

She was born in an art family. Her father Mr Xie Xian-Ou was a well-known Chinese traditional artist in the
1930’s in Shanghai. She was highly influenced by her father and therefore developed strong interest on Chinese
traditional painting, especially on the ‘pictorial paintings of graceful ladies’ and also later on transcended into
her own style. Since her father passed away, her painting talent on the ‘pictorial paintings of graceful ladies’
has drawn special attention from Master Huang Huan-wu of LingNan Art. Madam Xie thus became the last dis-
ciple of Mr Huang, and studied the essence and techniques of the painting of landscape , flowers and birds.
Hence, her artistic work started to feature many other varieties.

Madam Xie Cai-gi painted the graceful ladies in a very refined style. Those ladies under her brush showe details
of elegance and incomparable gracefulness. Her artwork on landscape are often featuring distant mountains,
little creeks, magnificent falls with an aura of peacefulness, spaciousness, tranquility and imagination. Her brush-
work of Chinese wisteria has inherited the essence of LingNan Art, it has combined the shading techniques from
western art and the ethereal and reticence from Chinese traditional art.



Madam Xie treates every single painting with great earnest. Her significant achievement is particularly depicted
through her ‘pictorial paintings of graceful ladies’. It is normal practice that most Chinese artist will paint on
‘Ripe Xuan® while she would use ‘Raw Xuan’ , which posed great challenge as ‘Raw Xuan’ would typically ab-
sorb much more water than ‘Ripe Xuan’. This has required the artist to not only be familiar with the properties
of the paper, but also to be extremely skillful and confident with every single brushstroke to make sure
painting is completed flawlessly. There are now very few artists who can apply this technique in Chinese paint-
ing in our era.

Madam Xie has great passion towards Chinese traditional painting. She has never stopped painting. Her work
inherited and transcended the essence of LingNan Art and Qian Hui-an Art. She spent much time and effort on
collecting artworks of Changhong Painting Society. She made huge contribution to the inheritance and develop-

ment of the Chinese traditional culture.
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