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Unit OI/LB

Adam Smith (1723-1790):
A Biographical Sketch

Text

Adam Smith % - —— 1
#F

aband of —#, —
1k

ironically, the son of a customs
collector. His father having died
a few months before his birth,
Smith was raised by his mother.
At age four, he was kidnapped by
a band of passing gypsies. His
captivity was, however, short-
lived. When pursued by Smith’s

uncle a few hours later, the gyp-

Adam Smith was born in 1723 in the s.mall seaport of
Kirkcaldy, County Fife, Scotland. The man who was to become

the champion of free trade was,

sies abandoned young Adam by

biographical /baiou'greefikal/ adj. of or relating to a book
that tells what has happened in sb.’s life, written by
sb. else X FT—AMALFH); 4Ty

seaport /'siipo:t/ n. a large town on or near a coast with a
harbor that big ships can use ## %

champion /tf@mpian/ n. sb. who publicly fights for and
defends an aim or principle, such as the rights of a
group of people “F4; AFT4; RA5H

ironically /ar'ronikali/ adv. used when talking about a
situation in which the opposite of what you expected

happens or is true LA R Eori; - EHE

raise /re1z/ vt. to look after your children and help them
grow i H

kidnap /'kidnap/ vt. to take sb. somewhere illegally by
force, often in order to get money for returning them
#HH CNEF); AR, HE

gypsy /'d31pst/ n. a member of a group of people origi-
nally from India, who traditionally live and travel
around in caravans & h A

captivity /keep'trvatl/ n. when a person or animal is kept

in a prison, cage, etc. and not allowed to go where
they want ¥5 % (3); #4%
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distinguish oneself

AL; REH
we

University of

Glasgow #&3ii7
FRF

Oxford University
Fik

lecture on #K;
iR

Edinburgh Univer-
sity 2 THRX%

David Hume KZ-
PRk

The

Moral Sentiments

(&R

The Wealth of Na-
tions (B E &)

Chancellor of the
Exchequer (3%
E) M3 KB

Duke of Buccleuch

A RRA R

Theory of

the side of the road.

From his earliest days, Smith distinguished himself as a
student. He displayed periods of absent-mindedness as a child, a
characteristic that gave him a certain amount of notoriety later in
life. At age 14, he entered the University of Glasgow. In 1740, he
was awarded a scholarship to study at Oxford University and spent
the next six years of his life there.

Smith went back to Scotland where he lectured on English
literature at Edinburgh University. There he began his friendship
with the philosopher David Hume (1711-1776).

In 1751, Smith returned to Glasgow University where he
became professor of logic and, later, professor of moral philosophy.
In 1759, he published The Theory of Moral Sentiments. The basic theme
of this work was that there existed a social order of natural har-
monies in which each person, when left to pursue their own
interests, not only attained their best advantage, but also uncon-
sciously promoted the common good. (Smith would go on to de-
velop this theme more fully in The Wealth of Nations.)

His The Theory of Moral Sentiments was an immediate success.
Smith’s reputation as a philosopher became established, with many
students wishing to study under him. One person in particular
was most taken by Smith’s writing and this was Charles
Townshend, later to become the Chancellor of the Exchequer (the
English equivalent to Treasurer). Townshend required the services
of a tutor for his stepson, the Duke of Buccleuch, and he ap-
proached Smith with the offer of £300 a year plus expenses and
pension of £300 for life.

Smith accepted the proposal and resigned his professorship

absent-mindedness /@bsant mamdidnis/ n. quality of be-
ing likely to forget things, esp. because you are think-
ing about sth. else W R EH; 5

notoriety /nauta'radtl/ n. the state of being famous or
well-known for sth. that is bad or that people do not

approve of %4 3%

“Students Book |
Unit 1 j

approach /a'prautf/ vt. to ask sb. for sth., or ask them to
do sth., esp. when you are asking them for the first
time or when you are not sure if they will do it (A HX
FEFBRHR) K- BT, @-dEib

professorship /pra'fesafip/ n. the job' or position of a
university or college professor 4% 8345 (K& 147)



to accompany the Duke and his younger brother to Europe on
what was popularly called the Grand Tour. In France, he would meet

Voltaire 1k R&
Quesnay %4
Turgot R

the philosopher Voltaire and the leading Physiocrats, Quesnay and
Turgot. In 1764, Smith began work on a treatise of political
economy, a subject upon which he had lectured at Glasgow and
discussed with his friend, David Hume. The book was to be called
An Enquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, but it
would be another 12 years before it was finished.

In 1766, following the death of the Duke’s younger brother,

come to an end %
% R

the Tour came to an abrupt end and Smith returned to Kirkcaldy,
taking the lessons learned on his travels with him. There he spent
the better part of the next ten years working on his masterpiece.

The Wealth of Nations won immediate acclaim. It was

encyclopedic. Not only did it cover the then current knowledge of

starting point #2
&, BA S

political economy, but it was to provide the starting point for
every major scholarly work on the subject for the next 75 years!
In 1778, just two years after The Wealth of Nations was
published, Smith was appointed Commissioner of Customs for
Edinburgh. There he lived with his mother until his death in 1790.
Again, it is one of the great ironies that the man who spent so
much of his life promoting free trade should have ended his days
administering the collection of taxes on imports!
10 As a man, Adam Smith was not regarded as handsome. He
had a large nose, bulging eyes and a protruding lower lip. Smith
suffered a nervous affliction; his head shook and he had a stum-

bling manner of speech. He remained a bachelor throughout his

e KE; FKE

treatise /'triztiz/ n. a serious book or article about a par-

ticular subject (F#) #L; %

acclaim /o'’klemm/ n. praise for a person or their achieve-
ments X*F; “BF

encyclopedic /en,saiklou'pi:dik/ adj. having a lot of
knowledge or information about a particular subject
FAEH (X)) 69; St e

appoint /a'pomt/ vt. to choose sb. for a position or a job
124, £4%

commissioner /ka'mifana/ n. sb. who is officially in charge
of a government department (EUiF/T. A. &%

administer /od'minista/ vz. to manage the work or money
of a company or organization ¥ % ; & %

bulge /bald3/ vt. to stick out in a rounded shape, esp.
because sth. is very full or too tight #&MIK; 1%tk

protrude /pra'truid/ vt. to stick out from somewhere 1%
M, R &

affliction /o'flikf{an/ n. sth. that causes pain or suffering,
esp. a medical condition ¥1%, /%

stumble /stambl/ vz. to stop or make a mistake when you are
reading to people or speaking 1% iR & ik, A#5F5E



‘ life. “I am a beau in nothing but my books” was the way he de-
scribed his lack of appeal to the opposite sex. Smith was also no-
toriously absent-minded. Whilst strolling in his Kirkcaldy garden
one Sunday morning clad in his dressing-gown and deep in
concentration, he is said to have taken a wrong turn and walked
some 25 kilometers along the road to Dunfermline before his

thoughts were interrupted by the ringing of church bells!

Notes

1. David Hume (1711-1776)
David Hume was born in 1711 to a moderately wealthy family from Berwickshire
Scotland, near Edinburgh and was educated by his widowed mother until he left for the University of
Edinburgh at the age of eleven. Generally regarded as the most important philosopher ever to write
in English, David Hume was also noted as a historian and essayist. His major philosophical works
— A Treatise of Human Nature (1739-1740), An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748)
and Concerning the Principles of Morals (1751) — remain widely and deeply influential.

2. Grand Tour
In the 18th century, most educated young men would complete their education with a period of
European travel. This so-called Grand Tour, which could last from a few months to as many as
eight years, enabled young men to learn about the politics, culture, and art of neighboring lands.
Only the very wealthy, with the time and means to travel, could participate.

3. Voltaire (1694-1778)
French philosopher, historian, dramatist and man of letters, whose real name was Francois
Marie Arouet. He was born on the 1st of November 1694 at Paris, and was baptized the next day.

4. Quesnay (1694-1774)
Frangois Quesnay, the leading figure of the Physiocrats, trained himself in medicine, rising to
become a physician in Louis XV’s court and the leader of a sect of enlightenment thinkers known
as the Physiocrats. The working-class boy who could not read until he was 11 was eventually
elected to the Academy of Sciences and hailed as the “Confucius of Europe” and “modern Socrates”
by his gentlemen-disciples.

beau /bau/ n. a woman’s close friend or lover (% #9) clad /kleed/ adj. wearing a particular kind of clothing ¥
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5. Turgot (1727-1781)
Perhaps the leading economist of 18th century France, his career in economics was brief but
brilliant, and in every way remarkable. His contributions were quite distinct and advanced consid-
erably upon Physiocratic theories. But he died rather young, and the time and energy he devoted
to economics was comparatively little.

o

\‘A,;ﬂr!* Task One: Discovering the Main Ideas

J. Answer the following questions with the information you get from the text.
& S . = e o

1. What is the basic theme of The Theory of Moral Sentiments?

2. According to the text, what is the contribution made by the Grand Tour to Adam Smith’s works?

d3. Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to what you
. S o S -

read from the text.

() 1. Atage 14, Adam Smith entered the University of Oxford. In 1740, he was awarded a
scholarship to study at Glasgow University and spent the next five years of his life
there.

() 2. According to Adam Smith, there existed natural harmonies in which each person, when
left to pursue their own interests, would consciously promote the common good and
attain their best advantage as well.
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