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Abstract

There is a long and splendid history in western Hunan, yet considered as im-
poverished land for a long time. Five thousand years ago, it has been the rice —
farming culture era in western Hunan. When Dayu was the chieftain, Sanmiao
group migrated to western Hunan, becoming one of the main ethnics there. In
Zhou dynasty, Jingzhou made the western Hunan its territory. In the pre — Qin pe-
riod, five ethnic groups from Sichuan migrated to Wuxi, as ancestors of Tujia mi-
nority. After Pu peole( from Hubei) ’ s arrival in western Hunan, which formed dis-
tribution pattern where Tujia, Dong, Miao and Han got along well with each oth-
er. Diverse ancient nations created the diverse religious culture. These cultural
backgrounds hid themselves in this magical land, flowing in tpphe blood of the
masses in Wuxi.

The western Hunan was not a wild place, while it could be the seminary of
Chinese culture. It can be proved that a large number of Chinese ancestors created
the oldest civilization in western Hunan, on the basis of swirl marks in china,
eight — pointed star, annular — moat castle, relic of fete found in the ancient relic,
Gaomiao. On account of the limitation of geographical environment, the ancient
civilization created by Chinese ancestors in western Hunan remained stagnant in
thousands of years. There are plenty of trances of witchcraft and exorcism culture
were preserved among the people, which was then combined with Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism, evolving into the characteristic various folk beliefs among
different ethnic minorities in western Hunan.

In recent years, there have been more and more scholars paying attention to
the study of witchcraft and exorcism culture, who have achieved a great deal of re-
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search finding. However, the majority of those findings aimed at the study of a cer-
tain minority’s primitive belief, and there has been no overall probe of all the eth-
nic minorities’ religious culture. This article intends to discuss the development of
religious culture of all ethnic minorities in western Hunan, communication, con-
flict, and fusion among all the peoples, and it will demonstrate the function and
influence of religious culture in the civil society of western Hunan.

The paper consists of three parts: introduction, main body, and other discus-
sion.

There is the elaboration of the significance, thought, method, and basic view-
points of this paper. First, it explains the reason of taking religion of western Hu-
nan as the research object, and then expounds the theoretical value and practical
significance of studying religion in western Hunan; second, the paper collects all
the relevant research achievement about religion, folk belief, and witchcraft, and
then summarizes the research status, the existing deficiency, with a brief introduc-
tion to the extant research data; third, it states the basic framework and research
thought, also including research approach. At last, it introduces the main idea, in-
novation, and shortcomings.

In chapter one, it firstly introduces prehistoric myths and legends of all the
ethnic groups in western Hunan, and religious thoughts of ancient ancestors of
western Hunan found in the relic Gaomiao. In the story, Huandou, the chieftain of
the state Sanmiao, was the opponent of the group of Yao, Shun, and Yu to strive
for throne, yet he was defeated and fled to Chongshan of western Hunan. The wor-
ship of Panhu is another branch of the tale of Miao people’s ancestors, which was
linked closely with the King Gaoxin. Panhu was also the common ancestor of eth-
nic minority Miao, Yao and She. The legend of Linjun is the historical memory of
the ethnic minority Tujia’s ancient activities, which refers to the battle with god of
salt, in which the god of salt was defeated. After passing away, Linjun turned into
a white tiger, which finally became the totem of Tujia minority. The legend of Sa-
sui is about the heroine and goddess of the ethnic minority Dong. The worship of
Sasui is similar to the worship of Nvwa, a famous goddess in the ethnic Han’s
mythology. It is prone to be mutual effects between the ethnic Han and
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Dong. Next, the paper introduces thought, culture, and religion of ancient ances-
tors in western Hunan, represented by designs on chinaware as sacrificial utensil
in funeral customs, found in the cultural relic Gaomiao, later on, with a summary
of characteristic of religious culture in pre — Qian period. Through all above, the
article is intended to show the basic mode of origin of religious culture in western
Hunan.

Chapter 2 discusses the significance of discovery in Gaomiao for a recogni-
tion of the emperor Yan’s residence, and the cradle of civilization of Chinese cul-
ture. Based on the evidence of archaeological finding in the cultural relic Gaomi-
ao, this chapter discusses the birthplace of Chinese ancestors, Yan and Huang
tribes, and the possibility of farming civilization, inventing solar calendar, the cos-
mology as fitting between square and circle ducts, and the book Lian — shan - yi,
also including the abundant culture created by ancient ancestors® s effect on the
Chinese civilization, and the reason that civilization of western Hunan’s lag behind
the civilization of plains.

Chapter 3 studies the basic ecomodel of traditional and Confucian - oriented
patriarchal clan religion. First, it introduces the basic information of Confucian
temple, Guanyu’s temple, temple of celebrities such as Yang Zai — si temple and
Ma Yuan temple, as well as ancestral temple. Second, it elaborates various official
and folk beliefs in western Hunan, and characteristic of religious culture in funeral
ceremony. In the course of feudal dynasty, officials in western Hunan took patriar-
chal clan religion as the main approach to control all the folk witchcrafts and ex-
cessive ancestral halls of all the ethnic groups in western Hunan.

Chapter 4 researches the existence form of Taoism and Buddhism in western
Hunan. Though Taoism and Buddhism are not patriarchal clan religion, they have
an effect on western Hunan, in combination with patriarchal clan religion in west-
ern Hunan.

Chapter 5 introduces the basic information of witcheraft in western Hu-
nan. All the witcherafts of all the ethnic groups in western Hunan have experi-
enced the process of turning from under the manipulation of authority to folk be-
liefs, in which the main inheritance way is family heritage and inheritance from
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master to apprentice. In the end, this chapter offers an introduction of the most
mysterious and characteristic witcheraft belief and Nuo ( exorcism) culture. The
witchcraft and exorcism culture has a great influence on the life of all the ethnic
groups in western Hunan, while it is an obstacle to people of western Hunan’s pro-
gress in thought, and bring a big calamity to them.

Chapter 6 specifies the religious features of village culture of western Hu-
nan. All the representative ethnic minorities in western Hunan such as Tujia, Tu-
jia, Dong all have their own characteristics in traditional village culture, with dis-
tinctive folk beliefs, the combination of village culture and folk beliefs as the main
trait of ethnic minority culture in western Hunan. Folk beliefs of villages are the
main extant mode of religious culture in western Hunan.

Other discussion intends to make a overall review of religious culture in
western Hunan, including the traits and developing venation of religious culture in
western Hunan. It is also one of the innovations of the paper. The religion in west-
ern Hunan, not only preserves the feature of traditional witchcraft culture of all the
ethnic groups, but also absorbs the nutrient of Confucianism, Buddhism and Tao-
ism, and steadily develops in fusion and conflicts with culture of plains represen-
ted by ethnic Han, which finally becomes a member of the multi — culture of Chi-

nese civilization.
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