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Introduction

This Culture Smart! guide to the Czech Republic

1s designed to give you some insight into the
humanity of the Czech people. Millions of tourists
have touched down at Prague’ airport with the
hope of finding some of the magic described to
them in the countless articles written about the
Czech capital since it opened up in 1989. How
many left with insight into the culture is impossible
to say.

The sad fact is that many tourists visit the
Czech Republic knowing no more about it
than that the beer is cheap and the women are
beautiful. That lack of knowledge has led to
frustration among Czechs, most of whom are well-
educated and informed about the world around
them, and who sometimes view all tourists as cut
from the same cloth®.

Czechs value knowledge and cultivation®,
sometimes to the point of seeming snobbish*. That
intellectual ambition cuts across class lines, so it is
never safe to assume that you can tell someone’s
status from their appearance. Czechs also value
formality” and hierarchy®, which can make them
seem stiff, distant, or even unfriendly—certainly
a few bad encounters with service workers and

bureaucrats could sour a visitor’s impression. But
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beneath the layers of social reserve, Czechs are a X }Z{‘}glﬁﬁ‘}“ﬁ
deeply sincere and caring people. It’s a side most 3B RENFE, BEZA
visitors never get to see unless they are alert to it,
but it is visible every time a surly looking teenager
gets up to give his streetcar’ seat to an elderly lady
or a middle-aged man stops to coo” at a baby in a
carriage. Those fortunate enough to make friends
with Czechs see it in the fierce loyalty they have
for their intimates. Once a Czech calls someone

a friend—and it won’t happen overnight—that
friendship can last forever.

The Czechs are also deeply, blackly funny,
with a distinctive, many-layered sense of humor.
They are a people who have made laughing
through tears a national survival strategy.

This book introduces you to the customs,
values, and attitudes of a remarkable people, and
the role of history in shaping these. It describes
Czech life at home and in the workplace, and
offers practical advice on what to expect and how
to behave in unfamiliar social situations.

Visiting the Czech Republic will always be
worthwhile—its incredible sights are enough to
satisfy any aesthete’s’ need for beauty. But the real
rewards will come for the visitor who cares enough
to try to get inside the culture, beyond the reserve

to the complex corners of the Czech soul.




