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 FOREWORD
' UNODC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I offer my warm congratulations to United Nations Association of China
(UNA-China) on the successful completion of the First National UN Essay
Contest of China and the publication of the winning papers. UNA-China and
the Sichuan International Studies University are also to be commended for
their tremendous contribution to the promotion of comprehension, research
and popularization of the United Nations’ mission and its global efforts.

The UN Essay Contest commemorated the 45" anniversary of the res-
toration of the lawful seat of the People’s Republic of China in the United
Nations. Since that time, China has cooperated closely with the United
Nations to promote world peace, security and prosperity. China is also
steadily increasing its involvement in the fight against illicit drugs, crime,
corruption and terrorism at the regional and international level. The UN Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), as a global leader in these areas,
can provide assistance and support through its extensive network of field of-

fices spanning the world.
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Through its Regional Office for South East Asia, UNODC cooperates
with China in countering illicit drugs and promoting health in the Greater
Mekong Sub-region. We also work togetheron the implementation of the U-
nited Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, inclu-
ding its protocols on human trafficking, migrant smuggling andfirearms;
the United Nations Convention against Corruption; the three drug control
conventions and the relevant international instruments on terrorism.

In recent years, China has contributed to UNODC’s activities related
to the promotion of access to legal aid. In this close partnership, China not
only provides welcome resources, but also shares invaluable experiences,
ideas and best practices. These insights are helpful to other members of the
international community who share similar challenges in the areas of illicit
drugs, crime, corruption and terrorism.

Drugs and crime are also an enduring development issue, as well as
a threat to health, security and stability. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development provides a holistic approach for UNODC, which recognizes
the need to promote human rights and strengthen access to justice in ac-
cordance with Goal 16 on peaceful and inclusive societies. UNODC is
working with all of its stakeholders, including China, to promote securi-
ty, justice, the rule of law and health and to translate the goals of the
2030 Agenda into reality for millions of people everywhere.

But the issues of drugs, crime, corruption and terrorism are larger
than any nation. No country can deal with these issues in isola-
tion. Cooperation is at the center of any response to these transnational is-
sues and it calls for the collective involvement of all stakeholders, inclu-

ding academia and youth.
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It is therefore fitting that the participants of this UN Essay Contest are
mainly university students and young scholars. Together these young people re-
present the youth of China as well as its future. The winning essaysalso cover a
wide range of topics such as the 2030 Agenda, climate change, peacekeeping
operations, south-south cooperation and China’s multilateral diplomacy.

Promoting the involvement of academia and youth in a wide array of
UN affairs is crucial to the achievements of the 2030 Agenda and the UN-
mandate and I hope that UNA-China will continue to hold this important
competition and to build essential bridges between the Chinese people and
the work of the UN, including UNODC, around the world.

UNODC stands ready to enhance our cooperation with China to ensure
that, together, and in the spirit of international cooperation, we continue
theimportant work of making the world safer from drugs, crime, corrup-

tion and terrorism.

Yury Fedotov
Executive Director
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

December 2017
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