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Forward

I was brought up in Shijiazhuang City, a provincial capital located at the intersection of the eastern
foot of Taihang Mountain Range and the North China Plain. Also known as Wuxing Mountain,
Wangmu Mounatain or Niiwa Mountain, Taihang Mountain constitutes a vital mountain range and
serves as a geographical boundary. The mountain is located between Shanxi Province and the North
China Plain, crossing four municipalities and provinces including Beijing, Hebei, Shanxi and Henan.
Vertically, the mountain starts from the north of Xishan Mountain in Beijing and stretches to the
south of Wangwu Mountain lying between Henan and Shanxi Provinces. Horizontally, the mountain
stretches from the west of Shanxi Plateau to the east of North China Plain. The mountain extends for
more than 400 kilometers from northeast to southwest.

Taihang Mountain contains a variety of rock structure and displays multiple landforms.
Meanwhile, several rivers originate from or flow by the mountain. All these factors contribute
to the magnificence, wonder, perilousness, tranquility, splendidness and beauty of the mountain,
converging all the elements into an enchanting picture of scenery.

Though the natural landscapes in Taihang Mountain are gorgeous, I prefer its cultural landscapes.
I am amazed by the diligence, wisdom, simplicity and kindness of the people living there and
the cultural landscapes shaped by one generation after another. Taking a casual look around the
mountain, and you will find the fruits of labour and crystallization of wisdom of the people living
in the mountain, such as the magnificent Hongqi Canal, Qiaolou Pavilion in Cangyan Mountain, the
various Taoist and Buddhist temples, and the civic buildings built from stone such as Yujia Stone
Village, Daliang River, Yingtan Village, etc.

I am attracted by Taihang Mountain and deeply moved by the mountain residents. Therefore, after
retirement, I began to portray Taihang Mountain with my pens. Since 2005, I have portrayed both
natural and cultural peripheral areas of my Taihang Mountain homeland. Over a decade, 1 created



more than 300 pen drawings, but, unfortunately, due to its huge size and its enormous amount of
beautiful scenes as well as my advancing age, | am unable to visit some unique scenic sights and
villages in its hinterland.

Just as the waves behind ride the ones before, younger generations are always better than the
previous ones. I hope that young painters will take up their pens and continue to portray their
homeland, the splendid mountains and rivers of their motherland, and to contribute to the prosperity,
development, inheritance and dissemination of Chinese culture. Such commitment would be of great
significance.

Du Zhongrui
May, 2016
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Taihang Mountain

Located between the Shanxi Province and the North China Plain, the mountain stretches across four

municipalities and provinces, including Beijing, Hebei, Shanxi and Henan Provinces. This is the scenery
of the Pingshan Segment in Hebei Province.
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Lotus Mountain

Located in the 2,000 kilometers west of Luquan County, the mountain is 507 meters high, with a
magnificent and splendid lotus-shaped top.
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Xianren Valley

Seventeen kilometers from
the Laiyuan County, the
valley is flanked by two
steep hills with only a thin
strip of sky visible above.
The environment shrouded
with clouds and mists curling
upward. It is said that
celestial beings (Xianren)
reside in seclusion here,
thus the place is named as
Xianren Valley.
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Xingtai Grand Canyon

The Xingtai Grand Canyon consists of twenty-four canyons, embodying the unique scenery of the
Taihang Mountain.



