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2011 Guanlan International Print Biennial
A Collection of Prints

Preface

Guanlan International Print Biennial is a regular international academic
exchange project co-conducted by Chinese Artists Association , Shenzhen
Federation of Literature and Art Circles, and people's government of
Shenzhen Bao'an District. Since 2007, the Guanlan International Print
Biennial has been held every two years in Guanlan Original Printmaking
Base and it is committed to staging outstanding art exhibitions and
fostering a climate for the enjoyment, examination and studies of the artists’
prints. We also promise to present, in the spirit of openness, original and
innovative works from all over the world.

This year we are presenting the Third Guanlan International Print Biennial.
In the past two exhibitions, we successfully introduced traditional and
innovative artistic ideas and styles. We have promoted the development in
artistic genres, themes and techniques. In a word, the latest achievements
in international printmaking have been displayed in full.

The 2011 Guanlan International Print Biennial received 3697 entries by
1991 artists from 81 countries and this made it the biggest print exhibition
China has ever put on thanks to the large numbers of participating artists,
countries and regions. We'd like to thank all the artists who submitted
their works. Without their active participation, this exhibition would be
impossible. By careful evaluation and voting, the jury, composed of the
authorative print artists and experts from America, Belguim, Japan and
China, finally selected 908 nominee works, among which 248 entries were
chosen for the exhibition. 15 of the 908 nominee works were awarded the
Guanlan Print Prize.

Print art is both a language with a long history and an effective means
of cultural and artistic communication. The Guanlan International Print
Biennial marked that the Chinese printmaking is starting to move into the
mainstream of international printmaking. In the spirit of “Going out and
Bring in", Chinese printmaking, with an open mind, actively engages itself
in creating more opportunities for cultural exchanges between China and
the rest of the world. We have every reason to believe that this Biennial will
give you the opportunity to enjoy the qualities of contemporary printmaking

by exhibiting the best works of our time.
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2011 Guanlan International Print Biennial
A Collection of Prints

The Extension and Context Change
of Guanlan International Print Biennial

Chinese Printmaking enters a new era of diverse artistic ideas
and thoughts in the twenty first century. Over the past ten years,
print art sought development while adhering to its traditions, and
we can clearly see that new energy was injected without breaking
the realistic traditions established by its forerunners. Modern
Chinese printmaking is a faithful reflection of the modern age,
clearly conveying the message it intends to send. Meanwhile,
the exploration and practice of the artistic language of print
has never stopped, and a growing number of printmakers
realized the importance of searching for new form and individual
artistic language. Great print works of advanced technique and
distinctive style began to develop. Apart from this, experiments
were conducted to find a new pattern. We noticed that some very
sensitive artists, in response to the development of contemporary
culture, are trying to examine the possibilities of extending
the boundaries of print and changing the language used by
printmaking artists.

In their artistic experiments, they employed new concepts and
methods which heralded a new era. Among these experimentalists,
there are many who, after showing their works in big exhibitions,
caught the attention of the artistic community. It is clear that
Chinese printmaking is seeking a way to develop itself without
breaking the artistic tradition. Today, culture and art are developing
at a quick pace. Taking the road of diversified development will
help the print art transcend its own limitations and get back on
track.

We can say, for the occasion of the Guanlan International Print
Biennial, it is epic-making to include these experimental print
works in our exhibition. This is compatible with the “openness”
of the Biennial and the goal of keeping pace with the times.
Personally, | think that including the experimental print works in this
big and government-oriented exhibition is a clear recognition of
the new print pattern and the experimental spirit. By doing this, we
want the experimentalists to know that we appreciate and respect
what they are doing now.
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2011 Guanlan International Print Biennial
A Collection of Prints

To put on a great show of experimental works, which faithfully
reflect the status quo of the experimental print, the organizing
committee, artists, and curators have done a lot of work. After
analyzing the information related to experimental print, we
selected Chen Xiaowen, Tan Ping, Chen Qi, Kang Jianfei, Huang
Yang from the experimental artists both at home and abroad.
These five artists have made great achievements in experimental
print. Considering the relationship between experimental works
and the whole Biennial and the limitation of exhibition space, the
curators arranged a tour of the exhibition hall to give the artists an
opportunity to get to know the natural environment, cultural and
historical background and its space structure. Keeping all this in
mind, the five artists began their work. Their concerns were not
about printmaking processes and materials but about the simple
housing, its history, surroundings and space structure. They
were also required to combine print language and concept in a
personal way in their works. To finish their work in the given time,
they had to adopt a new approach and include several media in
one work. Undoubtedly, this was very challenging. In spite of these
difficulties, they all met the demands and finished their works in
due time.

Now, when we look back, we can see that these five artists as
printmakers have completely designed a new model of making
print art. Their courage to use different media is very inspring.
Although the experimental works is only a small fraction of
the whole exhibition, they give us the confidence that we can
go further in print making. | also believe that as more and
more experimental works are included in exhibitions, a sound
development of Chinese printmaking will take place.

Su Xinping
Dean and Professor of School of Architecture,
Central Academy of Fine Arts, China
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AR 51 R A2 [a) @ = Netherlands  Willemen, AD

Space for apprehension and pleasure 213 B (4)  Here(4) 233
e Cube itor.J, Game? # = Poland Wojciech Domagalski

K = Water i 7 214 4|7  Scenopis chorobowy 234
Z/0 el Estonia Virge Joekalda %= Poland Wojciech Sobczyk

[ 2 A S 19 Hommage a hier bosch 1V 215 OMTA—2 Form of the wound - 2 235
#i %1% = Slovak Vladimir Gazovic 555 Korea Wonsik Jeong

Jo& 2 Untitled 2 216 RENE - = rHBEF

SRR Sevbie VierimireiEsans Zeku impression - beyond the clouds 236
EER414T—3 Red light behind the wall - 3 217 #[F China £i& Wudie

% 47 Russia Viadimir Zuev K= 454 Scenery - dead tree 237
MY E=% Bestiary 218 thE China ##E  Wu Xueliang

= Poland  Waldemar Wegrzyn =ik Wait 238
JES—1 Lasource -1 219 F1[E China e Xie Weigiang

£[E France EZEJF Wang Suoyuan SEEEAYIEIZ No.d Warm memories No.1 239
3?7 i AxZ| Equity? unequall 220 #i[F China 7z Xie Yingyun

F[E China £# Wang Chao #FM—x 2|z, Containers - grey memory 240
Yrzk=£48 Gain happiness 221 fE China &k Xiong Yongping

H[F China +®== Wang Huiliang i



