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The Polycentric Metropolis: A West-
ern European Perspective on Mega-
city Regions

Peter HALL

(Bartlett School of Architecture and Planning,
University College London, UK)

Translated by QIAN Wen', proofread by
GU Chaolin®

(1. Peking University HSBC Business School,
Shenzhen 518055, China; 2. School of Archi-
tecture, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084,
China)

Abstract This article is translated from
the speech The Polycentric Metropolis;
A Western European Perspective on
Mega-city Regions, which is delivered at
the International Symposium on mega-
city regions: Innovations in Governance
and Planning held in Hong Kong University
on August 5, 2008. It mainly dissertates
the definition of mega-city regions, the
measuring of polycentricity, the capturing
of information flows in functional polycen-
tricity, the capturing of qualitative infor-
mation of mega-city regions and the
policy implementation in the regions,
etc. .

Keywords  polycentric; metropolis; mega-
city region

fEEEN

HAF-ER, ERARKRFEOHAREAL
L EIES

KRE, RFRFILFERFR

AR, FEXRFERFR,

V4 BK 8 kvl X 52

i B LFERE2008F8ALSBHFBERFEIN “ER
WHTREEEAXNAH BFRERITHRAEH LT “The
Polycentric Metropolis;: A Western European Perspective on
Mega-city Regions” ##, 2 T E R W& X 6§52 3L,
St Bk, HRESE PO TALAKRR, ER
W R 8 HAZ BB R E BT R 69 BOR AR,
XEBREA Fyo; KAET; EARTER

BRI HIA TR L e N — 15 56 T T 2R B 10 v
T, (city region) F1Z LK E (polycentric develop-
ment) . IXBESAEEANRMNZTE, Blan “BRINAS AL ik
%"  (European Spatial Development Perspective, ESDP)
(European Commission, 1999) Fll “3ELbH 5" (Leipzig
Charter)®, h [BAERK SR RAEN, BlanEmw “dbirz
#” (the UK’s Northern Way) Iii H (G. B. Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister, 2004), i/t HRc 89 B AF 75 10
H, @ EPSON #l POLYNET, # & S XA S
(EPSON, 2006; Hall and Pain, 2006), #kifiSbrag/Emt,
AT RN SOoX B SN WA — fR R Bl KA
PR (physical) (BIEAEM) BT, Hlan3E R A#
i (conurbation, 4 T EBMBX LA HT) fkE
M3k TTHE (agglomeration), VB HH 2 FIATECER TURAAT
EX, HEMHFARITHEER TG, AR E BT Y ARk
(Castells, 1989) HEHH) “WWzhasa]”  (space of flows) K
Tk ANDmSHEER, BE&EIhEE. BN#HK AT
BEVESE T X35 (functional urban region, FUR),



2 W3eR @R,

#ift, EPSON #1 POLYNET 5ji H 414 E ¥ P & i fh ) 3 KA M REE: E R ATIX (mega or
mega-city region, MCR) (Hall and Pain, 2006), 4$RixX/ &SR E 1990 F£RMEN, B He#
EAEFEMBRI=AMAKII=AMX . HANREBEERS (RREKR) (Tolaido corridor)
PLE K HEDNE (Great Jakarta) Hi[X (Lin and Ma, 1994; McGee, 1995; Sit and Yang, 1997; Hall,
1999; Scott, 2001; Wo-Lap, 2002; UN-Habitat, 2004), X2&—FeHlER: 20~50 MAFERTH
REMEYR T IX I8, A ThRBME S T X IR Se— M sl e, 78 ek s () 3tk BEAE DhAk I sk M
&, HES— S ZAEROPOBHER, @l —FEnTheettss sy ThshEifk, —hH,
XSy ST SRR, ZRERBEAM TIE, MTshiHhiREs et yEmR; n—7r
L, T AOBERSD . 5 EmE AR L RIS SRS . R EA TR ELRAR, XL
Fi XA R DhRE MR T X — 385 . BASIKHUL, X2 21 A 4R EAE R ETE BB T TE
Bo HEAFMEE, BT XUMRIERINAR, BORASEEXARER. £XH, $HIRA
INAEEII B, TERIRTT IS0 BRI . RIS PE “IOR3ETH” (edge cities) B “Hih O3k
X" (new downtowns); fEBKIMN, 7L ERHAIH AL AT LR A0 & rh 5 MBI R A T35
AR e B (Garreau, 1991; Scott, 2001),

POLYNET Wi H ¥ Zhae M3k i X I B fERE AR MM i 50, W HIER R ENTER 7 E B i X
[EPSON I H R A T AL LS, (HEXHG XS5 ER (Hall, 2007) ], POLYNET #f5i5 H A
FELO TR T X IR SRk E X E BB X, 7ERKE 15 E i 6 AMER, Bnkst, B3A
135 M IhReIR M XA, RIE T 8 MERIRTIX (AR 227K M# (South East England) . L F it Hhs
(Central Belgium), 22}{j#f#% (Randstad Holland) , 3EpE— /KX (Rhine-Ruhr) . 3P —3E K #[X
(Rhine-Main) . Fi + Jb ## X ( Northern Switzerland ). [ %2 #h [X (Paris Region) F1 & #B 434K
(Greater Dublin) ], F#24tT 1980, 1990, 2000 FiX 3 FFMSEHIE (KFELE BIMEET AN EE
MOUTMED) , AEX 8 MNXIH A 5 MRt T 1980~2000 £E3X 20 43R A FURL 75 T 5 8 AT L e
B

POLYNETHI H AKX E @B N A IREH—HHR & HKEE R B (advanced producer
services, APS) [0fF Ei——#E 7 XA B A a2 im A RNES (RBIR) sSNTIE R
TAISAT, NERRAHKHTEN . ERNRABE X SE R T E R LR AL EH
B, XEEERE T X E@ES AM ISR, 2h—A “ShRXoE" 13 (Llewelyn-Davies,
1996), & “HOL” WA AERTIREM M XIS, AEERSFERSIRNANER (MERMES
MR &R B, EERE . DAREBIRS ) 7858 I i 2 At DD AE M 3R T XA,
HAEDRMEZRH M (RS R, SR A R H A& B Thae K 38%) . ST, AT
ARIRTT A ENTRMEMN ThAE AR PR RSN, BB BB AR il & Fif shIE A i R4k s b
BURFE, X th RFEMR Y S B R X R BT 7E .

POLYNET %i H 4 th b i F R — L0 B BT X s A B SRR T TR 38 3 AN vl -l A5
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JICH) 7 BT A T AN BT FEHT G B e DO 2 TR SR AR 7 TR H DA O 2 R ZRESC R R 6 — ELAE
A7 FABRITT O TR ORI IAR B SR AR S M B T AT RPAREE? X DO P A
ML, P TEEN T eSS E RN H MR RS Z R R? FAlR, ARXEN=
FpLiSed & B OB TR E SRR D T EFNER? EnZHh ONERBHRX (W=
B8, el —ER ) AN R ONERMX 2 MRZES, ERRABEL HAEZKNE
A7 RER NSRRI R AT aett, BRI, AR TR AR B A T R SE0E 7

1 B XE ¢

TEfRE AR Z o, FTEETEANE X MEHE. POLYNET LiHH, 8 M TRRMPEILERH
EARHT X AREBERAK (B 1. EMRHEAMN 7 800 km* ] 27 332 km® (FHE LK) FHE
43 000 km® (E2EHMIX) A%F; AFM 160 J5 (CKEBRIMK) B 1560 77 (EEHBIX) FH| 1856 J1 (&
2R A%, RfiABNRE, 8 MERBTTX A 5 ANMA DB P E—MEXN R E REE
. 800 J~1100 7,

k] 20 000 000

45 000 18 000 000

el 16 000 000

35 000 [ 14 000 000
30000 = — 12 000 000 _
£ = &

~ 25000 10 000 000

20 000 ] 8 000 000

15 000 6 000 000

10 000 ] 4 000 000

5 000 I l I_I 2 000 000

0 0

R ERBR RPN ZHUER XE8 XE X Rt ABEK
Fig#p PR IREEX HibX

[ EMCRER CIMCRAR |

|1k

B1 FROEREBHR: mRMAQLR

MR EERE, XEXIStAFAEZER, Hd 6 MNEREHIX 4 I PLIX s AN Thab MR H X8 N
Bl 2RI (950 HAO), HEER (310 AAO), &E27E (240 AAMD) ., HEHIbEB (110



4 WHsERwd|ah

AAL) . BRHIX (1070 FAO) FIREHA (100 5AD); fiZiiEiE, SEs—=a8/RHX ™%
BEXZHL, BALEN TN (HXEE DX 5 DOREME ST DO N B, KR E JURHE 5~
252 (B 2)e AABFIRNL A AIKE, XEE RS T X AL P ORHE EAITAR, EiEE A
H—A (B EFITREMEERTXIE, MERREEHFN “¥2H.0" (semi-polycentric) FFE,
e PAH R — T AR, ERdbE AR (K 3).

60

50

40

“™

30

20

10

, 2 el _

g BE3ERK BN ZAEE RE—8 XEX HIdtE AESEHK
Fr R &R R E X

B2 ZHOEREHX: REMHE T KEMR

MNESEIRRE, 8 ANE RS X HHE E I 20 BULHIE S . XM =IRAES, CBhaetsh
DOSIEAEN, TR shRe v DO A& R 5 S 0l ; =Mk fE, 4 DA I ZhRE sk
DO ETCRES, MHMATIREIER T XA T3 s ZEL IR rh s, & 38 /R ANfr 22 1B XAL 7E 3
Kb, MEEXR T XNLATRZH; ERE—ERX, RO EARERX, BU/NMIThREHE
ST DA T s e B —RINMIX OB E 2%, st T K (R BIRURTE 5 4
FONRRER) , BUNITREME T DO B iR, (B (Wiesbaden) Z#iHR; 7EEEMIX,
ELRRAN— AR R BOr A ThREVE ST X 80Z e, HAWAETGR,, AR 7I5Rs RITa AN A& & B) IR
BREVREBZ BB T 20 55 ERERMIIX, FMMIIREMERTT DORIEZ #ric, HEBERD, B/
HOSR R TR .

FERRNVIT I, S BUCHERBFERIAE (8 4). A, —Ruh i sh AR ORI L
NPT, TSNERX PR ARXT BB A EE RN A s, k38 A b 35 DXl e R 2 A
Dy FERE—B/RIX, G/RX DR AT DOgREN R, TS B I O SO RE MR T DRI 1E
SEE—RFEMIX, k22 5e AR ThRBMESR T DN 56 B ZhA ey DOSA AT, HAM B alosicD ;
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fEbmALES, R ERARTHHE, TR TSRS ThAE M T X Rk D s fEERRRMIX, B3R
TR, HATT B ShRErE ST DX St A B, (BRI U HH B ARSS

TR AT, iR AEA bl . FIASERSA, TH A& R =& RE R,
AL MAEERAFTAR . IRFWAEEBBIGE, TH RO FTERNThREER T IX I8, SNE
WX A H3RN—H /R R IR,

WEG ABRER R, RAERENERRTTXNEA D REERN SR, Eitti 17X
s Ze v OB B AT RO IR R o BN, o HH B 7 sl 5 A R A I I a5, (R Ak
K BTG Bh /T A AESNEIIX, TIARPOK B Bili. HhAIEANF 2L RN
OMERI2Z T X, FFECE AR R B I VB Do i BT R P, T 2B DX A 3Tl 2 (] h 3
WAFERROTS); EHAR R, HEE/RIEIWT, BEASERILNEZEE (FE)
WX (BHKJ9 Flemish Diamond, 154 & 3E/R, L5 D FAREE) HILRBIZUR 32 i 5 A3k 14 3
& e —B/RIXIR, BRFEERL K (Disseldor!) REFITT, KRifi'E550NE XA &RIH
WAR L RN —RAMX, B2 2T, SMEN A X Rsh i AR A s 7E5m AL Es,
BRI (Zarich) FEHETINTT, HARSEAODhREEI T X 36 [A] /7 7E — L5 58 B B I 3) AN A8 )it 3D s
ERBXEI EER RO, EERIMNEEA —LREEE; KA R 5% B i
M.

2 Zrpo iy g

POLYNET 5 H BRI TS T — A8 IR QT 43 A DhRB M3 17 X4 22 v Ok A2 BE AT I
KMo, WHSRESEEYEX ENZHO5RENZH LA ERAX . sTE2HEE &MU/,
P — X A7 HAHE 25 BSOS B oc. B 1960 AR, XELruLbX, Bl s ips sy —e
IRHIX S, HABRIE (Hall, 1966), FTLABAREH EA IR ST A E NIBE S B/ ek 52 240
[FIFREIE, BU: AAFAEE S o

TR FL 2 R] b 2Ok (polycentricity), POLYNET X H KM T =# A A M43 3¢
DT, MR RARIE AL —HBLEN (the rank-size rule) kIR, Y flif ~iypE Y
T XA A DhRE MR T BRI A CUREE, X BhRom A DS R, &3F ARBRBALRE, 75006 Fabr
B FIER 45 BEAINAIEER, XRARA BN ESET R E R BRMEH A DRSS A
MBI, FUAEHE; ERSRBHTFINAAFEE M GER. XS4 T HARAREHE
H: BEMN—HREMMEMNEREHIX (OB LR, LRI s, SER—KEMX . it
. BRI, KEHM), B4R AR EMENERIRTX (E 2, Ei—& /K
X). HRNXAER—ANEELR: ii—HBERIHLEUER, A1 LB EERSE
FIXNBOES AR b o XFEI S SUA L H BLTE 1 2548 22 7R mg S0 A 2 3R X o 20 o (o7 M 0 B AR 3



FHPOAEE: ARERATXEN 7

X, AL X RO ;. RN —R X L TRERNZ O,

MR B AR (self-containment), BIF] F@ShEEA- R —MEEL, ZHEEURY B D
(Thomas, 1969) #&iH: HXBET, EE—SHHNERBH XA, BEMS TIEHLER—Ihee
D N 55 80 J1 A & B l——A BT b Bk T @B shi > . XEBRH— RIS ER.
FEE B IX, TR KIThERM I T DA & R B A, MMM EA; Eawmtdud, A
REMER T XA R B AR ERN—&/RHBIX, ThEbEIR i XA & & B B A 1 (H 52 B 1 & i 8
Ny FERE—EEMIX, RAMDIEEMERTTX BB AR, MHMAR: HAACEArA Thae i X
HE¥pEaAER, BRUAH G, EERBX, BERLFhxeAE, R WFERENER. &
BAEREHXHN, MR “EH” ks — Rk @S —— AR BT 60 km, IhAEMES
XSS R AR B AN, 75%~80 % i55 zh A\ L 7E Rl —The tk i X sk J& £ A0 TAE.

g —F 2 POLYNET T B4 & 128 2 O IUBE 7% (Green, 2004): W “% [ 1hREM:
ZHULRTTHEE (Special Functional Polycentricity Index) A= T B Ag {437 [X 380 2 ] P9 & i 1 8 o7
A mphde s, “Bikahiett 2 03k mi 58" (General Functional Polycentricity Index) BiPA |
BEEGEK, SFTABEERPRAALN. S~ MEREMIS AT 0.00 (TEMRZIESE, T4
BA) ¥ 1.00 (5EaicH0mE . S AMETEETIREMERT XISNES) EEN. FHPNE SR
AEF—FE 280 8 NEA T IX h, ZHUOEEIEEL, BRERERMX AN 0.02, BEH 22
BB 0. 15 FSER—E/RHX N 0. 20, fH2, BG4/ NS, XA ST EETXER.
HEPM 10, ERERBEBRONRE , K ZHTE X BT A R Dh B3R i DX itk > 1A B B 5%
HREFOHEKR, BNMTANNTERSEEHEEARN. BfobZ bl “SREHE” RN, X
R th O AR o 22 @ TR EL AR SR L ML — IR 25 (Werff et al. , 2005),

3 DiREPE S b0 Il 45 B AR I

SKifi, POLYNET T H 4 Hilknpo R E Sk Rl 0 5 B L, RBGE 2%, BPThREtEZ Hl
RARR, XHFEAR GBI (Hall and Pain, 2006),

e T B R TN T 2 P R R W fTAE 8. B RS ROE M {5 B Sl LS ERYUSIRE €
PL#E Tt (Shin and Timberlake, 2000). ¥R E#& BN 2R M EE IR AL LR, XB
ZHINY TR EAL, RUCRAE 2010 SFRTREIAL. Mk, MIMKERSTEERBE, SRR
PR T R R R R A 5. EES P RGXEEREHX NEFHEEZ W “=ER" 8
B, H—ANERTTERE R RBIR AT TN (GaWC Group) JF & IRy () 5E B 43 A7
751 (Taylor, 2001), ZJ5EmAlRMTRAL “ 23" (global cities) Z[AIMEHZE, X2 “&
BRI SR g 4t SR e A 7 2 A 9 M PO 4% P O £ T 7 AR o 8 2o X 3 Tl ) e A 7 K Bl
S5 ATLR b Th RE EE 2 B B 5T, POLYNET T H A FliZ 75 i3t — 22 BAE T BRI R 22 BRYE 38



8 kiR wd|aR

(sub-global cities) 2 [AIA M RFRITT 2 (AR . Jo Rk XAV Mt B 2 (A RO F——IX8. %K
RRIMFN 2 ERIGEIE T f—F &1L (Taylor et al. , 2006, 2007),

XA M R RAR S B . 453, ERUTIX Z B B R A 7 POLY-
NET i B iR ok, S XS R M e 10— B b 2 A 1. [, B THATEREHX 2 A
ZHOMEINTEE:, BREAE T X ESR T R A R, BIENMREER , FERERESR
YT (EARIE B ) AEE T E IR TE 2 RERE R L E T R R, B, mEER
(FRVEH) S5 AAEEL ot sl Y P B R AR B S (S — & /RIBX N R, AR P8 1AL JE/R
2K 99 Vo) MR, (I AH 58N RRER: . AR EZM 73X 8/ “EAL” i 2 R+
BEETMX A, LBEEERNSRER B THIERE R, REXEARMA LRI 5 R
W BRETRESRIARR, XA EFONE BT X & It R SEFRE B SR AN S SR Ot T
—fER. RRALDRE BAEXSIRT 2 Mg — A0 Rl AR sl R E S 8, 218
W5 AT AN R TIOR3 —— AR — P AT,

TS R BIE ST, SO TR & B R X B AR R SR B IR O B IR
AR, HEIEAXITAR S B, Frale il R E e 2ROk ER A Fp 2 “gyfa” fasein H
FRPEE, BV G IR S R GR B RX SO ANRAR N, 2 I LT B PR/ E AR R A I (R K
HEHEZEE. BdBE R, EREMITEI TN IS I8 TG 400, AT
A bbBIBE R . BB D R AEE IR A BB BRI E B G HAE AR A3 5 . POLYNET 58 4
R i S EIR B BE RS B BT LSS B, LSRR H A AU A £ AR PR 2800 SR 2 A
FHBHAE B SRR TR 5 A At ) T R p IR B R k0, Rt AP, & 80810
WAL&1 TP kAN B ST ER A7 B Mo M B B B R o e, R R E M B s B o HI R 2 ) 2R
RN R IERIE I, (AAEHAb T, RRROEIE S B T3R5

POLYNET Hi HA S 4513, #HfTIISR A A R AATIEEE T 5 FA T ARG E &£ — M
P R FLTE AT F IR (S AR %, SRTE S B DB M TR X AL, DA T4 ) 45 Al HAt A AH
KM A-REm . PRI THE R T 55— e e AT R FEHATE AN, b 1A A X5 L
e, IHRERSERIEE AL RS RN, B2, BT FRERASN, 2R R K 0 R & 12
o BERANLT ZHAEFE R A AL 10%., Hit 442 AT T EB I INGE B 22 B Eme
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