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Dragonfly is one of the most important ornamental insects that has long been receiving the
admiration from people since ancient times. Many poems about dragonfly are on everybody’ s
lips, such as Song dynasty poet Yang Wanli’ s “Little lotus just reveals its little tiny top,
dragonfly has been early flying over it” and Tang dynasty poet Du Fu’ s “Butterflies
showing in the flowers; tapping water, lightly flying in the river.” .Besides, dragonflies are also
as important indicators for the environment, many of which only survive in unpolluted habitats.

Nankunshan is located in the southwest of Longmen County, Guangdong Province.
And is the earliest provincial nature reserves of city, preserving 180,000 mu of south subtropical
evergreen broad-leaved forests, with a forest coverage rate of 95%. Crowned as the “Oasis of
the Tropic of Cancer” . This book records 155 species of dragonflies in Nankunshan, accounting
for approximately a quarter of the total Chinese dragonfly fauna, reflecting the rich biodiversity in
Nankunshan. This also well interprets the beautiful forest environment of Nankunshan. Nowadays,
Nankunshan has become an important habitat for dragonflies, attracting a large number of
dragonfly experts and enthusiasts from both at home and abroad.

This book was edited under the organization of the Nankunshan Provincial Nature Reserve
in Guangdong of 2013. All dragonfly pictures were provided by the photographer that Wu
Hongdao in Huizhou. Over two hundred pieces of exquisite eco photos were carefully selected
for this book, exhibiting the dragonfly vigorous figure, brilliant colors and other morphological
characteristics. Includes a lot of informations, for example, the gender, Chinese name, and
Latin name for each dragonfly is well provided as key reference for readers to better understand
the dragonfly classification, while appreciating the beautiful pictures. It is hoped that with the
publication of this book, more and more people would come to know Nankunshan, and care
more about the nature, joining hands in protection of the biological diversity and preservation

of the natural environment we have been relying on.

Zhou Zhongheng
March 2014
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