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Preface

A famous historical and cultural city and a capital for more than eight hundred years, Beijing is also
an eco-city blessed with Taihang and Yanshan Mountains and a rich resource of rivers including the
Yongding River and the Caobai River. With the change of seasons, splendid landscapes, grand or
gorgeous, quiet or graceful, appear among the mountains, rivers, and lakes, amid the thick forests
and tall bamboos. Secluded villages, ancient trees, renowned temples, palaces and gardens, plank
roads, and the Great Wall all demonstrate the long history and the unique charm of this ancient
oriental capital.

Today, Beijing is also a dynamic and energetic modern metropolis boasting of glorious modern
buildings, web-like traffic networks, frequent and colorful cultural activities, and an unprecedented

enthusiasm for development. The new age is kindling creative passion in artists.
Art is embracing its golden age, which in turn calls for glorious art.

To portray, demonstrate, and promulgate the splendid beauty of Beijing and its distinctive cultural
and historical spirit, Beijing Artists Association and Beijing Traditional Painting Institute jointly
organized “Beijing Image”, a large-scale painting and exhibition event which attracted many
brilliant Beijing artists to create works that pay a tribute to the capital.

This is undoubtedly an inspiring grand event for the art circle of Beijing.

The artistic project, which takes the distinctive culture and natural landscape of Beijing as its main
subject, will cooperate annually with an outskirts district or county, inviting established artists as
well as art teachers and students to focus on the landscape, history, scenic spots, and culture of that
particular place. A high-level annual exhibition will be held and a painting album will be published
thereafter. This will become another major art project demonstrating and promoting the city’s image
as an international cultural and artistic metropolis and its aim of being an “environment-friendly

Beijing, culture-enriched Beijing and technology-empowered Beijing”.

In the next decade, ten painting exhibitions will be held and ten albums will be published focusing
on the landscape, history, and culture of ten different districts and counties.

There is reason to believe that this art project series will become an artistic exploration for brilliant
Beijing artists to discover and portray the natural landscape of the city and contribute to its artistic
and cultural boom. It will add another significant chapter to the city’s art history.

The Organizing Committee of “Beijing Image” Exhibition Series
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Leisure Pinggu

Six years has passed since the large painting creation project “Beijing Image” began in 2010. When
walking along an ancient road from western Beijing to Guajia Mountain Villa in Pinggu district of
Beijing, our painters already formed colorful pictures with vivid contents from an initial idea or

concept in their painting creation.

A static landscape is actually in motion and vice versa. Although the landscape cannot speak, it
possesses the beating pulse, smart eyes and deeply-hidden shining spirit. These traits, which are
usually neglected by ordinary sightseeing tourists, are painstakingly pursued for by artists. A writer
may deliberate before finding the most suitable word to describe a scene. A photographer may wait
patiently before shooting a photo with the most dazzling light effect. A painter may hesitate to pick
up his paintbrush before finalizing his color-matching on the palette, which reflects his thoughts and
emotions.

Scenery-searching is not only an artwork creation process, but also a procedure to accumulate
thoughts and emotions. When it is time for Pinggu to hold the “Beijing Image” painting creation
activity in 2016, more than 200 artists living in Beijing, capital of China, have embarked on their
fantasy trips of exchanges between thoughts and scenery as well as collision between emotions and

landscapes.

Located in the connecting region between the southern foot of the Yanshan Mountains and the
northern edge of the North China Plain, Pinggu (meaning flat valley) was given the name because
it is a flat land with mountains at its eastern, southern and northern edges. Covering an area of 960
square kilometers, Pinggu with a population of 423,000 owns 16 towns and two sub-district offices,
which administer 274 administrative villages and 28 communities. The features of Pinggu can be

summarized in four “most” aspects:

Located in the “most” eastern part of Beijing, Pinggu is the first district in Beijing to bathe in the
morning sunlight everyday. Adjacent to Tianjin city and Hebei province, Pinggu is 25 kilometers
to Beijing Capital International Airport in the west, 60 kilometers to the urban area of Beijing, 110
kilometers to the urban area of Tianjin in the southwest and 130 kilometers to Xingang port of

Tianjin, possessing a very good geographical advantage.

With the “most” ecological natural environment, Pinggu has the highest forest coverage ratio,
namely 66.37 percent, among all the districts and counties in Beijing. Its forest and shrub wood
ratio has reached 71.25 percent, ranking the third in Beijing. The ratio of good air-quality days per
year is over 80 percent in Pinggu with its meteorological assessment in ecological quality being
always in the leading positions in Beijing. It is worthwhile to mention that the splendid scenery of



220,000-mu (14,667-hectare) peach blossoms in full bloom in Pinggu every spring is hailed as a
world-class landscape. Pinggu’s independent water system and good quality groundwater makes it
being the emergent water supply source with an annual water supply volume of 100 million cubic
meters for urban areas of Beijing. Pinggu owns the unique natural scenery and abundant tourism
resources, and its series of well-known scenic spots attract a large number of tourists each year,
including Jinhai Lake, Stone Forest Gorge, Old Elephant Peak, Hudongshui Lake, Jingdong Grand
Canyon, Jingdong Great Limestone Cave and the newly developed Tianyun Mountains. In addition,
Pinggu’s city-class and even national-class “most beautiful villages”, including Guajiayu, Bolitai,
Zhangjiatai and Jiangjunguan (General Pass), showcase the unique charms of the contemporary new

countryside with their beautiful scenery and their traditional and simple folk customs.

Pinggu has the “most” varieties of economic forms. The first is its various types of regional economy.
Its mountainous, hilly and plain areas with each accounting for one third of the total area form the
multiple kinds of terrain, landform and landscape with abundant biological resources, which shows
the typical economic characteristics of both mountainous and plain areas. The second is its multiple
agricultural levels in the fruit, vegetable and animal husbandry sectors. It possesses both the peach
industry with the largest peach tree-planting area in the world and the egg-laying hen production
facility with its breeding scale being the largest in Asia and the second largest in the world, which
was completely built up in only one phase for the first time in the world. There is not only the
largest egg-laying hen breeding base in China and even in Asia, but also the ordinary and low-level
traditional agricultural production modes in Pinggu. The third is its products’ markets. Located in the
connecting area of two cities and a province, namely Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei, Pinggu owns the
features of the connecting area of the three places. In addition, located in the important position of
Bohai Economic Circle and Capital Economic Circle, Pinggu can effectively absorb the production
factors from the markets of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei, possessing the features of multiple markets.
The forth is its multiple level economy. There are many kinds of industries in Pinggu, including not
only traditional processing, knitting and manufacturing industries, but also emerging industries
of high-end music, general aviation and logistics. The fifth is its multiple development situations.
Pinggu not only has capital small town-featured places including ecological industry-featured
Mafang town, low mountain-characterized Xiagezhuang town and tourism-focused Jinhai Lake

town, but also possesses remote mountainous and relatively backward areas.

Pinggu possess the “most” profound history and culture. The first is its long history. It owns the
early Chinese civilization in Paleolithic period over 100,000 years ago, the Neolithic Shangzhai
Culture 7,000 years ago, which supplemented the history of Beijing in that period, the 5,000-year-
old Huangdi Culture, the 2,200-year-old Jianzhi Culture and the 1,000-year-long Taoist Culture. In
addition, it also has a long history of farming culture, cultures of Shang and Zhou dynasties, Great
Wall culture, red culture, and so on. Shangzhai Culture Ruins, Xuanyuan Huangdi Mausoleum and
Yaji Mountain Taoist Culture bear witness to the historical accumulation in Pinggu. Since the Jianzhi
period over 2,200 years ago, the name of “Pinggu” has never been changed until now. Therefore,

the name itself is a cultural relic and an intangible cultural heritage. The second is its cultural



prosperity. There are various kinds of cultural activities on marvelous stone, painting and calligraphy,
poetry, song and antique collection in Pinggu. It is the only “China’s ornamental stone town”,
“China’s painting and calligraphy town” and “China’s antithetical couplet town” in Beijing. Pinggu
is the home to a large number of well-known painters, calligraphers, photographers, collectors and

writers, being a special cultural phenomenon in suburban Beijing.

Today’s Pinggu is striving to positively build itself into a pioneering ecological civilization
demonstration area by sticking to its ecological development direction according to its strategic
positioning of becoming the bridgehead for the coordinated development of Beijing, Tianjin and
Hebei as well as the back garden of Beijing city's sub-center. It has achieved the positive interaction
between environmental protection and fast development, and entered a new stage of healthy,
scientific development. The World Leisure Congress is scheduled to be held in Pinggu in 2020,
which marks that Pinggu has become an internationally well-known place. Pinggu will certainly

have a thriving and prosperous future.

After working very hard in the past nearly three months, painters finally complete their artworks in

high spirits, which really reflect the beautiful scenery of Pinggu.

All of the more than 100 artworks are delicately created by passionate painters, which are full of
rich elements and high spirits of Pinggu. These artworks are either grand or exquisite in composition,
either thick or delicate in stroke, either gorgeous or plain in coloration, showcasing the cozy,

harmonious, frank and romantic “Leisure Pinggu”.

This is a successful practice of Beijing Municipal Federation of Literary and Art Circles, and Beijing
Artists Association to respond to the call of the party, namely allow arts to enter ordinary people’s
life and serve the people. Pinggu has full confidence that these colorful artworks and the painting

album will certainly make their unique contributions to Pinggu’s development!

By Publicity Department of Beijing Pinggu District Committee of the Communist Party of China and
Beijing Pinggu District Federation of Literary and Art Circles
August 30, 2016
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Pinggu district is located in a place with its northeastern part higher than its southwestern part. There
are the mountains in its eastern, southern and northern parts. Its central and southern parts are alluvial
and aggraded flood plains. The part between its mountainous and plain parts is circular strip-shaped
hilly region. Its mountainous and hilly parts account for two thirds of its total area. There are 17 peaks
with the heights of over 1,000 meters above sea level in Pinggu. With numerous steep mountains
covered with green vegetation, sections of ancient Great Wall on its northern mountains, and Ju and Ru
rivers running through it, Pinggu owns six China’s national AAAA-grade scenic spots, namely Jingdong
Large Karst Cave, Jingdong Grand Canyon, Jingdong Stone Forest Gorge, Yaji Mountain, Jinhai Lake and
Qinglong Mountain. As one of the ecological conservation development zones in Beijing city, Pinggu is

a vibrant new leisure district in Beijing, which is suitable for leisure tourism of various kinds.
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