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PREFACE

Changsha is a city named after stars. People already lived and multiplied here 200,000 years ago. After the southern
expedition of Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the political development of Chu State and Han Dynasty, and the prosperity

of Tang and Song Dynasties, Changsha was first established as the center of Hunan in the early Qing Dynasty. Its long-
standing history and culture are shining resplendently like stars.

Changsha is a city famous for its landscape. Thanks to nature, it has Liuyang River in the east, Yuelu Mountain in
the west, Xiang River flowing from the south and Orange Isle in the center of Xiang River. The mountain, river, isle and

city integrate into a whole. The city layout formed from past dynasties highlights the unique features of Changsha.

Changsha is a city noted for its culture. After Qu Yuan and Jia Yi, numerous legends and talents emerged. It has

been known as homeland of Qu Yuan and Jia Yi, cradle of scholars and booming Neo-confucianism. The Hunan Culture
formed after a millennium gave birth to the concerned and pioneering Changsha people.
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Changsha has a long-standing history and culture. According to archaeological discoveries,
the earliest human activities in Changsha date from the Paleolithic Age 200,000 years ago.
When it came to the Neolithic Age, the local people were more frequently engaged in activities,
left rich cultural relics and gave birth to the dawn of the ancient culture.
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In the 1990s, archaeologists found chipped stone implements
of the Paleolithic Age in Yong'an Town, Liuyang, as well
as Wuyi Road, Gaogiao, Zhanggongling etc. in downtown
Changsha. These stone implements, dating back nearly
200,000 years, were excavated in the Quaternary red earth
stratum. The ancient humans used such chipped stone
implements and lived the Jong period of time in an extremely
primitive way of production and life
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THE LIGHT OF THE CITY —— CHANGSHA HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL DISPLAY 007
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Mankind entered the Neolithic Age nearly 10,000 years
ago. Archaeologists found many sites of human activities
belonging to the Neolithic Age in Changsha and excavated
many cultural relics displaying how people worked and lived
Back then they already built stable settlements, widely used
polished production implements, learned relatively high-level
craftsmanship of pottery production, developed primitive
agriculture, mainly rice cropping, and created primitive religion
and art.
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The Datang Site, dating back nearly 7,000 years,
is the earliest Neolithic cultural site discovered
in Changsha. A batch of potteries and stoneware
unearthed in the site shows unique cultural
features. Archaeologists named the culture that
they represented “Datang Culture”
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