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Abstract

China’s characteristic town sprung up in Zhejiang Province and gradually
spread into Yangtze River Delta. Now it is expanding like wildfire around the
country, becoming an important grasp on China’s new-type urbanization and
industrial transformation and upgrading. Especially after October 2016, when the
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development announced the list of first
batch of 127 characteristic towns of national grade, the national development and
reform commission issued “ Instructions on speeding up the construction of
beautiful characteristic town” , the enthusiasm for construction of characteristic
towns is unprecedentedly high all around the country. At present, more than 20
provinces have introduced policies to support the development of characteristic
towns, including Fujian, Chongqing, Hebei, Gansu, Anhui, Jiangsu, Shandong,
Beijing, Heilongjiang, Yunnan and others. In the Report on Government Work
of 2017, it also proposes, “To support the development of small and medium-
sized cities and characteristic towns, and to promote the orderly establishment of a
batch of qualified counties and super towns” . Construction of characteristic towns
has entered the fast lane.

Grand strategy for small towns leads the new development. The characteristic
town, although the volume is small, its industry is rich with characteristics, culture
is unique, ecology is full of charm, is the important driving factor of innovation
development. Therefore the theme of Annual Report on Development of Small and
Medium-Sized Cities in China (2017 ) is identified as “the road to sustainable
development of characteristic towns in China” . As a result of periodical research,
this book elaborates comprehensively and systematically on the construction of
characteristic towns from the following four aspects; top level design, policy
guidance, innovative development and practical operation. The book consists of

four parts, which are “the General Report”, “the Special Report”, “the Typical
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Cases” and “the Research of Development Index of Small and Medium Cities in
China”

“The General Report” clarifies the nature and scientific connotation of
characteristic town, illuminates the policy logic, emphatically combs the evolution
course of the urbanization policy in our country, and introduces the urbanization
construction in our country and the typical policies on characteristic town
construction support in various provinces. Based on the above, it defines the
function orientation of characteristic town scientifically, points out the path to
create and foster characteristics towns, analyzes the current dilemma and coping
strategies of constructing characteristics town.

“The Special Report” mainly features on the hot and difficult problems of
characteristic town. Through four chapters: the top-level design, policy guidance,
innovation and development and practical operation of , it analyzes the relationship
between characteristics small town and commerce circulation, cultural inheritance ,
ecological construction, land policy, supply-side structural reform, new-type
urbanization, financing pattern of PPP; how to promote the cultivation of
characteristic  industry, infrastructure construction, public service quality
improvement, benefit the masses, the “double gen” platform construction and
targeted poverty reduction, etc. ; how to creating characteristic town s
development models focusing on ecology; how to explore and create characteristic
town development path.

“The Typical Cases” records the concrete practice of characteristic town with
a total of more than ten small and medium-sized cities and some of the well-known
enterprises, which are from the eastern, central, western and northeastern part of
China, and from four dimensions of county, district, town, and enterprises. The
development features of those cities and enterprises are distinct, the developing path
is clear, and developing effect is notable. And they have a strong reference value.

“The Research of Development Index of Small and Medium Cities in China”
includes the Study on the Sdentific Development Index of China’s Small and Medium-
sized Cities in 2017 , and releases the lists of “national Topl00 counties and cities of
comprehensive strength” , “national Topl0 Two-oriented small and medium-sized

cities” , “national Topl00 counties and cities of investment potential”, “national
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Topl00 districts of comprehensive strength”, “national Topl00 Districts investment
potential”, “national Topl00 counties and cities of innovation and entrepreneurship” ,
“national Topl00 districts of innovation and entrepreneurship”,  “national Top100
counties and cities of new-type urbanization”, “national Topl00 districts of new-type
urbanization”,  “national Topl000 towns of comprehensive strength” and so on.
The research on the scientific development index of China’s small and medium-
sized cities is a long-term research topic. The research group has adhered to the
principle of openness, fairness, justice, public welfare since 2005. After more than
10 years of continuous adjustment, enrich and perfection, the index system, which
is the important reference to know the current situation of the development of
small and medium-sized cities, has played a positive role in the innovative
development, green development, open development, coordinated development,

sharing development of small and medium-sized cities.
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