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Lesson 1

Primary Care Doctors Wanted

Pre-class Session

Activity 1 Vocabulary Work

Get familiar with the following glossary and complete each sentence with a proper

word or phrase from the grid.

complaint 7. %, %E, 2F
primary care A 1 B ARAk
preventative adj. T 7 49
illustrate  v. B, £ A
radiologist n. HAHE A
spinal adj. AN, A
motivation n. FHHL, B &
reform n. 2

|
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10.

attractive adj. A k& 6 AR F| 8
option n. v i o |

is the health care provided in the community for people making an
initial approach to a medical practitioner or clinic for advice or treatment.
There are various open to someone who is willing to work hard.
It is sometimes easier to an abstract concept by analogy with
something concrete.
It is natural for people to have an opportunity to speak out about their
and dissatisfactions.
Hours go by. The X-ray shows no pneumonia, says a
We usually feel more pleasure and to work on what we can do
best.
He went on to prove this by demonstrating aspirin’s success as a
treatment for cardiovascular disease.

If we want continued economic success we must continue the process of
economic

The region needs this type of investment to make it to
industrialists, tourists, and workers.

No injury was ever detected in this patient, either before or after
death.

In-class Session

Activity 2 Event Observation

Observe an event by watching the video three times, and outline five main points of

the event as the following.

1.

2.
3.
4
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Activity 3 Detailed Understanding

Understand details by watching the video once again. Give an oral or written response

to each of the following questions.

1.

What's a big complaint about the current health system?

How many primary care doctors are needed?

What happens if there is a shortage of primary care doctors?

Why is there a shortage of primary care doctors?

What's the income of a primary care doctor compared with that of a
specialist?

How many medical students choose family medicine nationwide?

What’s the solution to the problem?

Activity 4 Discussing and Commenting

Discuss and comment on the following questions or statements.

1.

Who are primary care physicians? What role do they play in the health care
system? |

2. Analyze why there is also a shortage of primary care physicians in China.

What happens if there is a severe shortage of primary care physicians in the
healthcare system? How, in your opinion, can the problem be effectively
resolved?
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Post-class Session

Activity 5 Written Expression

Translate the following passage into English.

s P B2 7w — oK 1) 7t
e PR B, 2F
FEBON AR ESF TN,
FER A H B KR A it 2
ABE IR 55 PR H R R
YER .

PR A B, B E
B 57 5 I A DA & 48
X AL R ke, th R A T
A A ) AR B fE L. A
BUR b AR 5| B %
SERE N ot S
A RPEEEA B BT R 57,
DA A R i — A E

Reference Reading

Primary Care Doctors Wanted

One of the big complaints about the current system is the shortage of
primary care doctors. Our chief science correspondent Robert Bazell looks at
why that is and how it might be changed.

The Healthpoint Clinics in Washington State provide treatment for anyone
who walks in the door. But the clinics can’t find doctors. One-in-four physician
jobs are open, because of the nationwide shortage of family doctors.

“What does the shortage of primary care doctors do for your mission here,
Miss Hudson?” Robert Bazell asked.

“Our mission is really to provide care to anyone in the community that
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needs it. If we don’'t have the ‘docs,’ it's hard to do that,” said Dr. Judy
Featherstone, Healthpoint director.

Why the shortage? We talked to the third-year medical students at the
University of Washington. Brian Misvenick considered family practice until he
actually worked in a clinic.

“l try to do preventative care and try to know a patient, and have a
relationship on the stand of only 15-t0-20 minutes, see 25 or sometimes 30
patients a day. | question my ability to really be able to serve my patients the
way | wanted to,” said Brian Misvenick.

So he chose surgery.

Dr. Roger Rozenblad, Deputy Director of the Family Practice Programs,
says that illustrates one of the big problems.

“We've created a system that's made it very difficult for them to be the
family physicians they’d like to be,” said Dr. Rozenblad.

Another is income. Family doctors earn on average of $190,000 a year,
while radiologists make $424 ,000 and spinal surgeons $611,000.

A decade ago, here at the University of Washington Medical School, 40%
of the students chose family medicine. Now that number is down to 13%.
Nationwide, the number is more like 5%.

Those who choose family medicine often have special motivations, like
Megan O’ Connell. Part of Cherokee, she plans to work with Native Americans.
“I'd rather try to work to keep my diabetic patients away from Brian and make
sure they, you know, have good blood flow to their feet and avoid amputation,”
said Megan O’ Connell.

Experts say health reform must change medicine, so far more medical
students see family practice as an attractive option and patients get the care
they need.
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Lesson 2

Lessons for Low-Cost Care

Pre-class Session

Activity 1 Vocabulary Work

Get familiar with the following glossary and complete the exercise by matching a word

or phrase with its definition or synonyms.

access n. B, 18 %
unavailable adj. MEVA IR AT 69, N ARA A &9
insurance n. PR
follow-up n. iz
pediatrics n. I UAE, LA F
practitioner . Mk 3k B U
consistent adj. hb Pdm — b, — B Y
chronic  adj. Rdy, KA
coordinate v. iR, A
screening n. i &, i ik

1. the branch of medicine concerned with the treatment of

infants and children
2. the right to obtain or make use of or take advantage of

something ( as services or membership)
3. being long-lasting and recurrent or characterized by
long suffering

4, to bring order and organization to




