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Confucius remarked,“Men of the last
generation, in matters of the arts and
refinement, are considered to have been rude;
men of the present generation are, in those
matters, considered polite. But in my practice
| prefer men of the last generation.”

Confucius in his old age remarked,“Of all
these who followed me and shared hardships
with me in my wanderings in former years, | do
not now see one at my door. ”
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“Distinguished for godliness and conduct
there were Yen Hui, Min Tzu Ch’ien, Jen Pin-
niu and Chung Kung; distinguished as good
speak ers there were Tsai Ngo and Tzu Kung; for
administrative abilities, Jen Yu and Chung Yu; and
for literary pursuits, Tzu Yu and Tzu Hsia.”

Confucius remarked of his disciple, the
favourite Yen Hui:“There was Hui(the disciple’s
familiar name), he never gave me any
assistance at all. There was nothing in what |
said to him with which he was not satisfied.”
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Confucius remarked of another disciple,
saying: “He was indeed a good son. People
found nothing in him different from what his
parents said of him.”

A disciple of Confucius was fond of repeating
the verse:

“A fleck on the stone may be ground
away; A word misspoken will remain always.”
Confucius married his niece to him.
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A noble who was the minister in power
in Confucius’ native State, asked him which
one of his disciples he considered a man of
real culture. Confucius answered,“There was
Yen Hui; he was a man of real culture. But
unfortunately he died in the prime of his life.
Now there is no one like him.”
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When the favourite Yen Hui died, his
father begged that Confucius would sell his
carriage to buy an outer case for the coffin in
which to bury him.

Confucius answered, “Talented or without
talents, a man’s son will always be to him as
no other man’s son. When my own son died,
he was buried in a simple coffin without the
outer case. Now | cannot go on foot to buy a
coffin case for your son. As | have the honour
to sit in the State Council of the country | am
not permitted to go on foot when | go out.”
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When Confucius first heard the news of the
death of his disciple, the favourite Yen Hui, he
cried out in an outburst of grief,“Oh! Oh! God
has forsaken me ! God has forsaken me!”

When his disciple, the favourite Yen Hui,
died, Confucius burst into a paroxysm of grief.
Those around him said,“Sir, you are grieving
too exceedingly.”

“Am 1?”he replied,“But if | do not grieve
exceedingly for him, for whom then should |
grieve exceedingly?”
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