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Since the early 1980s, adventure-oriented and nature-based tourism has
become increasingly popular. Owing to global high awareness of
environmental protection and respect for cultural diversity, ecotourism is one
of the fastest growing sectors of the tourism industry. Mountain climbing in
the Himalayas, making a wilderness expedition, trekking in the Amazon
rainforest and whale watching on the high seas are attractive alternatives to

the urban comforts of five-star hotels and classy restaurants.

But ecotourism means more than just traveling to remote destinations. It
also emphasizes the need to educate tourists about local customs and cultural
heritage. Most importantly, it favors a methodical approach to tourism that
minimizes the negative impact on natural habitats and enables local

communities to get maximal economic benefits.

As tourism might be the largest industry in the world, sustainable
development strategy should be adopted to ensure that our natural and

cultural heritage is preserved for the benefit of future generations.
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Shui Culture, Shuige Village was listed among the pilot sites for the
Province’s Building the New Countryside Initiative, which added
new momentum to the local government’s efforts to develop a tour
industry that is based on its native culture.

kA, R UK S R AT ARL H SORI 4 3CIE R T R B — iy
LT, KER CBa”, REEMNAR T A A SRR
MR AT 72— ERAF T RE BRI R I, Pk,
TR, RIG, ZEFERHR, SR, 2HEENERRIECTH
WA o 2006 AEGEIN N AL E SR IR S 44 SR



2 2 &

© EREFEX: NEFR (2, ZRER)

(¥a

COKAT AR TR A SO IR, e IR B A el SO Y £
B WOy — A s 19 2 5 Sofast . BIPRINE, TSR ARGR K
BREN TR XS, A T R
FEL, W Z PR T IS N Y Ad A 1S known as a f living
fossil”

DU RHEAE T B DUR AT IS FA R 0 (B0 4
TEMINAERNEE (S, R MM Ch) 5 (5
B Wbk OBG) OO Lk i 5 30, DLAC ) A,
FRATAr L E SO B QN AR O BRI Y K R LR MR TR
NHE ARG S B E, SR SO A TR ST Y B
ATzl Wik, SEAGRRERZEAR . 2L 5 I5E . 7Eit
B i | o | W ) 2 S U= W o
Meanwhile , the thriving tour industry has also enhanced the local
villagers’ awareness about the value of their traditional culture and
about the urgent needs for preserving it. As a result, not only have
many local people taken active parts in personally passing on the
expertise they command in creating folk arts to the next generation,
various specialized training programs, embroidery for instance, are
now also on offer in local schools to promote corresponding

techniques .,
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Among the numerous ethnic minorities in China, the Shuis, living in

Guizhou Province, southwest China, are one of the few ethnic groups who

have their own spoken and written languages. Sandu in Guizhou is the only

Shui autonomous county in China. Enjoying a long history, unique ethnic
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culture and picturesque landscape, Shui villages have become a major brand
of primitive cultural tours of the province. In 2006, Shuige Village that
epitomizes the Shui culture was listed as one of the pilot villages for building
the new countryside in the province, and the local government has since
made great efforts to develop primitive ecotourism. Now the village is taking

on a new look.

Thanks to tourism, Shuige Village is seeing an ever-growing influx of
visitors. Its distinctive wooden and tile dwellings, tier upon tier of terraced
fields and ethnic hieroglyph, known as a “living fossil” , the melodious Shui
songs and miraculous horsetail embroidery have become the major attractions
of Shui cultural tourism, drawing more and more tourists. At the same
time, flourishing tourism has also encouraged Shui villagers to explore and
conserve their traditional culture. Many of them are passing the ethnic arts
they inherited on to the next generation, and embroidery and other handicraft
courses are now offered in local schools. Even those who had found jobs in
other places have returned, picking up their reed-pipes and performing the

dances they used to do only for festivities.
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A complaint that is frequently heard among the consumers about the
civil aviation service in China is that the ticket prices are so high that
ordinary people can hardly afford them. Some consumers argue that, as a
means of transportation characterized with relatively higher risks, it is
understandable that this industry can not satisfy the needs of all people.
However, it should at least meet the traveling demands of people with
middle-level incomes. Consumers typically hold that it is comparatively
fairer to decide on the fares on basis of the average salaries and average

consuming power of the whole society.

According to some specialists in this field, whereas the supply-demand
relationship, the operational costs and ownership of enterprises, as well as
the overall market environment are all playing a role under the present
situation, a market economy in its real sense calls for a mechanism under
which prices shall be determined, through eliminating the less competitive
market players and ensuring rational, efficient allocation of resources, by the
supply-demand relationship. Over the past few years, while the global
average seat occupancy rate increased from 66% to 71% , that of China’s

civil aviation industry has declined from 77% to 65% . Faced with the
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changed supply-demand ratio of today, a pricing system in which the
government rather than the market has the final say obviously goes against

the laws of market economies.

& Passage 2

TS —Ffrs e A AR TG T3, RUFR I 1 AR SE A 16 19—l
R, IR BN BT IE A SRR AR, Je b Rl B IR Y
Fil ik S Jiielis T AN S8, SEOREFH Wy “ IEECLIRZ" .

TEER B PR, Rl o B R R, R A
Bt “HENRG" RRIE—R R B R R XL LK, SoE
BT RO AR 55 SR Z AT J0 ORER . WO T (A T 0 g A 3 Y
AEGAE, RRFEIE Tl n ATk, EE2m N AR EMZ.

PR B 2 N R AT . BRSO, B AT
W, (HAPARgDE AN R SE IR B AR

=
W

i

As a high-quality way of living, travel represents a pursuit of a
beautiful life. A trip is expected to make tourists comfortable and joyful.
Nevertheless, owing to inadequate resources in China’s tourism industry and

imperfections in our tourism market, tourism often becomes paid suffering.

In peak seasons such as festivals and holidays, the Golden Week
holidays in particular, throngs of tourists flocked to scenic spots where ticket
and commodity prices rose, but supporting facilities like transport, lodging

and accommodation were insufficient. Trips which tourists expect too much

N
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of became hasty ones while they were often pushed and squeezed among
huge crowds. This greatly lowered the travel quality of tourists and even left

some unpleasant memories to them.

Package tour used to be the first choice for most tourists. Economical
and convenient, it is suitable for entry-level tourists, but tourists’ pure sight-

seeing cannot bring profound experience.
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