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The South China Sea is very important to our development of marine economy
and construction of marine power, with its abundant resources and unique location .
However, since our country was founded, many factors of the South China Sea have
being affected the realization of the strategic target of our sea power: Piracy and maritime
terrorism are threatening to the sea lanes of the South China Sea; Land pollution and
other pollution accidents and marine habitat loss are putting serious threats to marine
ecosystems; The sovereignty dispute about the South China Sea islands is threatening the
harmony and stability of the South China Sea area, the marine economic development,
the safeguard to maritime rights and interests and national security of the nations which
are bordered the South China Sea. In order to crack the dilemma, the nations should
strengthen regional cooperation.

The law mechanism of regional cooperation about the low sensitive areas of the
South China Sea, which is made by each country hordered the South China Sea to deal
with the common threats in the fields of the marine ecological environment protection,
marine science research, maritime search and rescue, the protection of underwater
cultural heritage, development of marine tourism resources, is a series of principles,

norms, rules, and decision-making procedures which are legally binding or not legally
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binding but has the legal effect. Chapter 1 expounds the basic theories of the legal
mechanism of regional cooperation , involving the basic concept and he basic theories,
which are basis of regional cooperation, collective action, international regionalism and
international law theory.

Chapter 2 combed the evolution of regional cooperation legal mechanism about the
low sensitive area of the South China Sea: exploration stage, standard attempis stage and
sustainable development stage. The generation and development of the mechanism has
being driven by the following reasons: the political dynamics, the common interests of
harmonious stability and prosperity in the South China Sea area: Economic dynamics,
pressure of economic globalization and regionalization of national economic development
and complementary interests; Security dynamics, realistic security need of breaking this
collective action dilemma of the regional public problems such as ecological environment
protection and the sea lanes of the South China Sea; Conceptual dynamics, cooperation
being the best way to maximize the common interests;Social factors: coordination and
balance of multivariate interests.

Chapter 3 explains the security legal system of the sea lanes of the South China
Sea, analyzes its multilateral cooperation mechanism, its bilateral cooperation
mechanism and its international cooperation mechanism. Chapter 4 reviews the
evolution, value set, he legal framework and basic structure of the ecological
environment protection legal mechanism of regional cooperation in he South China
Sea. Chapter 5 analyzes the global cooperation legal framework, the legal framework
for regional cooperation and bilateral cooperation of the legal mechanism of maritime
search and rescue in the South China Sea. Chapter 6 combed the legal system of joint
development of fishery resources and the legal system of joint development of sea oil and
gas resources in the South China Sea.

In this paper, Chapter 7 analyzes the legitimacy of the legal mechanism of
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cooperation of the low sensitive areas of the South China Sea area in the perspective
of legal mechanism of ecological environment protection in the South China Sea,
including the determination of legitimacy standard, examining the legitimacy of
the legal mechanism of regional cooperation with the three indicators of obligation,
accuracy and authorization. In this paper, the eighth chapter examines the effectiveness
and limitations of the legal mechanism of regional cooperation of the low sensitive
areas in the South China Sea . First of all, the law mechanism of regional cooperation
is evaluated in the perspective of the legal mechanism sea lanes security of the South
China Sea, by selecting the evaluation standard system of the effectiveness.Secondly,
the qualitative analysis of the limitation of legal mechanism of regional cooperation of
low sensitive areas in the South China Sea, including: mechanism of soft law leads to the
non-binding of performance behavior ; Fuzziness of mechanism affects the rights and
obligations; The independence of the mechanism is difficult to get rid of intervening of
outside forces : The public goods attribute of the mechanism is difficult to guarantee its
implementation efficiency; incompleteness of the mechanism influences its legitimacy
and effectiveness.

In this paper, Chapter 9 discusses the path selection under the review of the
legal limitations of the mechanism of regional cooperation. In this paper, each country
bordered the South China Sea can take the countermeasures include: First, China plays
a leading role as a big power. Second, Foster social capital and collective identity to
promote cooperation in low - sensitive areas. Thirdly, construct institutions to drive
regional cooperative collective action in low- sensitive areas. Fourthly, improve the legal
mechanism for regional cooperation in low - sensitive areas.

Key Words: South China Sea; low sensitive fields; regional cooperation; legal

system
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