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Foreword
Christopher Rowland

Li Zhixiong is a doctor of literature, associate professor of
comparative literature and literary theory, doctoral supervisor, at
College of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Human
Province, China. In 2007, he graduated from Zhejiang University,
Zhejiang Province, China. And in 2009, he published his doctorial
dissertation Aristotle’s Classical Narrative Theory. He is also a
council member of China Marxist & Leninist Literary Theory
Association, China Religion Association, and of Hunan Association
of Comparative Literature and World Literature. His university
teaching career since 2004 has included courses on Marxist literary
theory, comparative literature, and more recently the study of
Marxism and Christian culture.

As a scholar proficient in English language, he has found that
a historical or cultural exploration of Marxism and Christianity has
enabled students to pay attention to this issue. Hence he has set
out to explore the depth of the relationships between Marx and
Christianity for the Chinese readers, particularly in the occidental
milieus where most Chinese readers do not grow up themselves. In
pursuit of this task, he secured a general project of humanities and
social sciences granted by China Education Ministry in 2010,
namely: A Literary Study on the Relationships of Marx and
Christianity.

From February 2012 to January 2013, I acted as his adviser

when he had his academic visit in University of Oxford. He was an
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academic visitor, in the Faculty of Theology and Religion; and a
member of the Senior Common Room Member, Regent’s Park
College. During his visiting year, we had numerous meetings,
discussions and paper working together. He had an intensive
reading of Christian theology, especially liberation theology under
my guidance. After careful planning, writing and revising, we co-
authored an article, ‘Hope: The Convergence and Divergence of
Marxism and Liberation Theology’ which appeared in Theology
Today, Volume 70, Number 2, July 2013. His knowledge of the
Marxist tradition and his engagement with the Christian political
theological tradition has always reflected a deep insight and
creativity in both his research and writing. This neglected subject
was a live issue several decades ago but with the emergence of
global capitalism it has been of less immediate interest in scholarly
circles in Europe. But I believe that its time has come, and I am
glad that Dr Li Zhixiong will be able to put a subject of great
importance in the contemporary world once again in the scholarly
map.

In the years since his departure from Oxford, we have kept in
touch. Now his book is published. And I am very glad to write a
foreword for it. I am struck by the four relationships of Marx and
Christianity  suggested in this study, namely, overtly
contradictory, covertly integrated, mutually complemented and
helpful, and deeply interlocking and synthesized. Dr Li attempts to
establish a framework for his monograph by using four
relationships which correspond with the essence, process, value
and function of literature.

What is particularly interesting is that he has explored in his
study a range of subjects, appropriately taking in the political,
philosophical or theological resources as well as literary issues. In
his book he has been thoroughly interdisciplinary. The literary
theory he has proposed is a dynamic one related to non-literary
issues which are often underestimated in traditional literary

studies. However, the non-literary issues are significant resources
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for an interdisciplinary comparative literature study. What is more,
his literary theory is a practical one regard to real questions raised
in Chinese situation. Dr Li has reformulated a literary study which
aims to deal with the bottleneck in debates between Marxists and
Christians caused by the subject of ideology. He has explored the
literary and aesthetic to break through this blockage. Practically,
his literary study is significant for the development of a more
harmonious situation in China where ideological disputes between
Marxism and Christianity have hindered social developments. The
result is logically structured with plentiful reference to secondary
literature to support the argument. I consider that he has been
successful in explaining Marx’s own Judeo-Christian inheritance for
Chinese readers, who may not be aware of this cultural
background. Based on a discussion of Marx’s “irreligiosity” rather
than him being “anti-religion”, Dr Li then introduces liberation
theology which is a positive result of integration of Marxism with
Christian theology to Chinese academia. In sum, he opens up a
different road to expound the relationships of Marx and
Christianity, namely, literature and aesthetics.

I warmly welcome Dr Li Zhixiong’s study. He has shown
himself a creative and competent researcher as well as an effective
and cordial dialogue partner. I have introduced him to those aspects
of the subject of which he may not have been aware and to indicate
neglected dimensions of the subject, which much mainstream
Theology and Religious Studies research, and indeed the
Humanities more generally, tends to ignore. I recommend without
reservation Dr Li Zhixiong as a scholar who is well equipped
linguistically and intellectually to promote relationships between

English and Chinese academic institutions.

Christopher Rowland is Emeritus Dean Ireland’s Professor of

the Holy Scripture, University of Oxford.
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