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------------- Report on China’s Migrant Population Development Pl'eface

Migration will be an important factor influencing China population’s
development for a long period in the future. It is of great significance to
accurately understand the characteristics, changes and trends of migrant
population in order to promote social economic development. In 2016,
China’s migration showed some new characteristics: first, the scale of
migration continues to decline, and the trend of migration has weakened.
The number of migrant population in 2016 was 245 million, which was 1. 71
million fewer than that by the end of 2015. Second, the level of population
urbanization continues to improve and the population aggregation is further
strengthened. In 2016, China’s urban population accounted for 57. 35% of
the total population, and the population continues to cluster along the
riverside areas, coastal areas and areas along the main railway lines, and
urban agglomeration has been further intensified. Third, the familization of
migration population has become more evident and the demand for public
services continues to increase. Migrants intend to stay in the cities longer
and to migrate together with other family members, which leads to more and
more migrants deciding to bear children, search for medical services and
elderly care services in cities. Therefore, the increasing demand for public
services and social security has brought new challenges to the services and
management of migrant population.

Since the 18" National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
General Secretary Xi jinping emphasized many times the need to push
forward the people - centered new urbanization and deepen the reform of
household registration system in order to promote the full coverage of basic
public services for resident population. The State Council also puts forward

specific requirements by promulgating several important documents including
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“National Population Development Plan (2016 —2030)”, “the ‘13" Five -
Year’ Plan for Healthcare” and “Plan for Granting Urban Residency to 100
Million People without Urban Household Registration Living in Urban Areas”
etc. , to strengthen the services and management of migrant population.

National Health and Family Planning Commission of China ( NHFPC, the
former National Commission of Population and Family Planning) has conducted
the national dynamic monitoring survey of migrant population and organized
related researches every year since 2009. And since 2010, NHFPC has
published 7 volumes of Reports on China’s Migrant Population Development
which has attracted wide attention from government departments, research
institutes and various sectors of society. This year, we focused on new trends
of population migration, migration and urbanization, equalization of basic
public health services, population migration in border areas and left — behind
population, etc. , and has compiled the Report on China’ s Migrant
Population Development (2017 ), hoping it is of some help to relevant
organizations and academia. In this regard, we also express our gratitude to
the experts and scholars who participated in the study of migrant population
and the preparation of this Report. Your ét_tention and support will be highly
appreciated.

Department of Services and Management for Migrant Population
National Health and Family Planning Commission of China
September, 2017
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