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Preface to

the Vermillion
Peony Pavilion
Collection

| first became acquainted with the Vermillion Peony Pavilion Collection
several years ago. | am most gratified to have had the opportunity to
study these paintings and now to offer this remarkable collection to the

public.

The collection began in 1988 with the acqusition of the impressive

\Wu Hong handscroll. The scroll had been passed down by several
important scholars. The collection was further shaped in 1998 with
three more recent and important additions. Refinement of taste,
elegance, and scholarship defined its parameters and set the tone for
future additions. Each selection was a deliberate maneuver to enhance
the strength of the collection, whether it was a sophisticated work of
classical painting like the Zha Shibiao landscape or a stellar example of

modern brilliance like the Li Keran landscape.

The collection passionately capitalizes upon the challenge of acquiring
paintings that embrace the elegance and refinement of Chinese culture,
while also showing promise in value appreciation. The ten years during
which the collection was formed were years when an astute and
courageous collector had the opportunity to purchase impressive and
authentic works of art. These were the years when Mr. K. S. Wong
(acknowledged for his extraordinary scholarship) headed the Christie's
Chinese painting department. It was also possible to acquire works
directly from living masters including Li Keran, Zhu Qizhan, and Wu

Guanzhong.
It is now my great privilege to introduce the Vermillion Peony
Pavilion Collection. This collection is certain to inspire enjoyment and

appreciation for fine and important Chinese paintings.

Yiguo Zhang
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Brief Biography of Zhu Qizhan

Zhu Qizhan (1892-1996) was born in Taicang, Jiangsu province in the late
Qing dynasty. His style name was Zengjun and his artist name was Qizai or
Erzhan Laomin. He was a professor, dean of the Western Fine Art School of

Shanghai Art College and an advisor to the Chinese Artists Association.

Zhu’s father and grandfather were both prominent Chinese businessmen
who excelled at poetry, calligraphy and painting. In 1908, Zhu enrolled

in the Shanghai Industrial School where he studied with his uncle Tang
Wenzhi (1865 -1954). In his twenties, Zhu studied Western paintings at the
Shanghai Fine Art College, founded by Liu Haisu (1896 -1994). In 1918, Zhu
went to Japan to study with artist Fujishima Takeji, who was renowned for his

Western-style paintings.

In 1929, the first Chinese Fine Art Exhibition selected Zhu Qizhan’s Chinese
paintings Chunharn (Cold Spring), Mohe (Ink Lotus) and Hanin (Wintry) and
his Western paintings—Laoku (Hardship) and Jingw (Still Life). In 1936, Zhu
founded the Moshe Fine Art Association with Xu Beihong and other artists.
The association held several exhibitions. The next year, he returned to Japan
to review its art education programs. In 1944, Zhu received more than sixty
seals carved by Qi Baishi and named himself “Rich Man with 60 Baishi

Seals.”

Zhu Qizhan was banned from painting when the Chinese Cultural Revolution
began in 1966. When he was able to resume, he created many inspirational
works including the Hongmer 7uv (Red Japanese Apricot) for the Great Hall of

the People. The following year he published the Collected Paintings of Zhu
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