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What’s “New” ? Power Entrapment and Theoretical

Reflection in “New Media” Discourse

—An Interview with Pan Zhongdang by Liu Yusi

Pan Zhongdang & Liu Yusi

Abstract : Establishing some association with the notion of “new media” has
become one of the most popular modes of academic production in both domestic
and international communication research in recent years. However, the growing
number of academic products under the label of “new media research” alone is
not the same as the growing of theoretical achievements in this field. Raised in the
context of rapid development of information and communication technologies, the
questions in this interview focused on the re-expression and discursive
contestation in the process of ( re-) defining “new media” versus “old media".
The rapid growth of research on “new media” might result from and serve to
so]idif)" social structural reproduction. We should be intellectually on guard of
p()séil)]e false prosperity generated by the operation of hegemony. To do so
requires theoretical introspection and academic autonomy of the scholarly
community. The possibility , subjectivity and consequence in determining what is
“new” in “new media” were discussed as a way to reflect on some ontological
and epistemological issues related to “new media” in communication research.

Keywords: new media, mediation , media affordance , power, domestication
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The Infinite Media Era arrives

- Mass medja  Infinite media
" |
1928 First l
All other
moving
information
News
|
©. 200,000
years €. 6.000 years (truncated) 400 years
— i | B v
MidiaResest com J012 - all ngits reserved ; 1

B 1 TREE ARSI
YRI5 : Gray ,S. The end of the mass media era| EB/OL]. (2012.04.30) [2017. 03. 26]. https: //
mediareset. com/2012/04/30/ part — ii — the — end — of — the — mass — media — era/,
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IR R Cattributes) BB B 15 16, H45 Fh S 5 0 77 &2 28004
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5. MR, PAMLRIACEEIF AR FRRR BRI MR T (L Gk
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AT E 7 o 0 B v — 4 A% B, T T B S0 B R AT A5 1
ATATERE LA Y “ B A4k ” (re-mediation ) s8¢ “ PN TE BB BHA(L”
( varying forms of mediation) [] 1 72 ( Bolter & Grusin,2000) , X # ) 3 i 5L
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E3#&EFT)) ( .}oumal of Computer-Mediated Communication) ;3% [E i 10 K2#1%
$&#PB% ( Boston University, College of Communication ) 255 et 65 5 “ B A&
BAVFR R LA™ (emerging media) LUBESRIRVE . 18 i IXFE 4802 , 7T LA
575 LI 167 B4 3t LA B () 4 B0 PR GG 5 BT T BB ORI — RS R R, 5K
b, Y BRASE [] F BT 5 AR ) FEAE F0 AT (I (affordance ) 22 A BRI K
Fo. AU RE A EHARE R IZ R, X G E AN R E
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technology ) o PRI, “ BTHRIA” G5 2 Mt LATE WL — 4> BERE &5 D4R 2 48832,
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ERTIGER— RFVJE M, 8 X A AT 5 AR Dh R IR R BE AT b
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MR EERE , Lk Fe i AR E A T A s R, A ek T et
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(1) B4 2838 ( medium theory ) HUn], REFH G HER N 7 B3
" BIBEE, BN 2 4RO IE 1B PR M BEACRRAE LA B A S A AT
22 5 (Meyrowitz, 1994 ; Meyrowitz, 1997 ) o iX —H [] 24 H (19 18 7 36 4. 4%
gtk P e  E P I LS FF HEE Mg AN B, B
TG fi = ¥ 2t (14 4% 7% 12 5 °F (ecology of communication ) 55 #1227 B i
( Altheide,1994) , DA Kz iZ 400 3% 7 (1) 2 T 392 [ 1% 45 ( Silverstone , 1999 ) , 1% 4L



