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(3 30)

From the magnificent peaks of Huangshan Mountain to the muddy waters of the great
Changjiang River and northwards to the hill ranges of Dabie and plains of Huaihe, Anhui of-
fers a wonderful range of habitats for wild birds.

In the Lower Changjiang Valley are a series of large lakes all subtly different in their na-
ture—Caizi Hu, Shengjin Hu, and the lakes of Susong County which serve as vital wintering
areas for tens of thousands of East Asia’s northern breeding waterfowl — geese, ducks, swans,
cranes and storks and occasional pelicans.

Forests and farmlands harbour other restricted species whilst the main north to south
mountain ridges serve as highways for migration of large raptors each spring and autumn. To
the south of the Changjiang River one can find some of SE China’s endemic birds such as El-
liot’s Pheasant and to the north of the Changjiang River we can find the incredibly long—tailed
Reeves’s pheasant.

Many more of the Anhui birds may not be rare but yet cannot fail to impress the observer
with their amazing beauty — paradise flycatchers, red-billed blue magpies, pheasant—tailed ja-
cana, flashy kingfishers and the sweet little black—throated tits.

Artificial lakes and ponds twitter to the calls of grebes and moorhen, the chirps of wag-
tails and shrieks of wheeling terns. Sneaky herons and grebes hunt frogs and fish in the mar-
gins and stunning flocks of egrets grace the open fields and roost trees.

This book is a celebration of this rich Anhui avifauna. It must bring joy to anyone who ad-
mires the beauty of nature, must offer glimpses and views of species the reader has never seen
so clearly. This is the work of many generous contributions and a testimony to the dedication

and motivation of the authors and compilers. I salute you all.

John MacKinnon
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