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Abstract

The Mekong River, known as “the Orient Danube”, is an important
international river flowing through China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia
and Vietnam, with a total length of 4880 km. It originates in Tanggula Mountains
on the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau in China and called Lancang River before it flows
into the Southeast Asia. China and the other five Mekong countries linked together
by mountains and rivers, as well as shared cultures. Based on sound cooperation
and common interest, the First Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) Leaders”
Meeting held in China’s Sanya on 23 March 2016, which marks the official launch
of the LMC. It also demonstrates that the six Mekong countries with shared river
and destiny make historical makes remarkable progress in promoting sub-regional
cooperation. The LMC aims to build a much closer community of shared destiny of
Lancang-Mekong countries, which will not only benefit to themselves but also the
development of the whole region.

With the efforts of its member countries and outsider supporters, the LMC has
made great achievements in all the five key priority areas of cooperation since its start
in March 2016. Namely, connectivity, production capacity, cross-border economic
cooperation, water resources, agriculture and poverty reduction. However, as a new
cooperation mechanism, the LMC also faces some challenges and problem. Taking
all those factors into consideration, the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Studies
Center of Yunnan University completes this annual report after comprehensive
studies on the new changes in the Lancang-Mekong sub-region since 2016. This
report gives in-depth introduction and analysis on the LMC through three different
levels, not only its progress, but also its prospect.

This report includes three parts, General Report, Special Topics, as well as
Province and Country Reports. The General Report makes an overall analysis on the

progresses and characteristics of the LMC since its official launch, and its
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development trends. The Special Topics explores several related hot issues,
including the construction of the community of shared destiny of Lancang-Mekong
Countries, interconnection of the LMC and B&R, Yunnan’s participation, water
resources cooperation within the framework of the LMC, and the progresses and
risks of the China-Thailand Railway. Moreover, based on those analyses, this part
also makes some suggestions for China to promote the LMC under the present
complicated regional and global situation. The last part of this report analyzes
political, economic and diplomatic situations in Lancang-Mekong countries in
2016, as well as their impacts on the LMC. It also explores their relevant specific

initiatives and policies for promoting the LMC.
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