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Introduction

Ecuador may be the fourth-smallest country in
South America, but this compact Andean nation
punches above its weight in terms of diversity,
from its world-class wildlife and bird-watching

- opportunities to a geographical landscape so
varied that it has been described as a microcosm'

of every micro-climate found in South America.
Squeezed between Colombia in the north and
Peru in the south, Ecuador is named for its location
on the Equator. It has some of the highest and
most active volcanoes in the world; steamy Amazon

jungles”in the east; a Pacific coast dotted with fishing

villages and beach resorts; and, out to sea, the jewel
in the country’s crown—the fabled Galapagos
Islands’, named after giant tortoises that can live
for more than 150 years, and where the young
Charles Darwin® first had the seed of an idea that
germinated’ into the Theory of Natural Selection
and Evolution. All this diversity makes Ecuador a
magnet for tourists, mountain trekkers, volunteers,
and increasing numbers of US retirees looking for
a warm, culturally interesting, economical, and safe
place to spend their retirement dollars.

Ecuador has a multiethnic population
that reflects a unique blend of cultures, from
traditionally dressed mountain peoples whose
ancestors inhabited their highland villages before
the arrival of the Incas® to the Afro-Ecuadorians
of Esmeraldas’ and the Chota Valley and the tribal
peoples of the Amazonian rain forest. Ecuadorians
are proud, friendly, hospitable, and hardworking,
but to understand the culture in any depth you



Introduction

003

need to know the complex historical divisions
between the highlands and the coast, and the rigid
class and racial discrimination that has dominated
the country’s history.

Now the country is booming, due in great part
to the policies of President Rafacl Correa’, first
elected in 2006, with high oil prices benefiting this
OPEC nation, and investment in tourism seeing
visitor numbers sharply rising. Determined to forge
ahead with his “Citizen’s Revolution,” Correa has
brought political stability to a nation that had seen
seven presidents come and go in the turbulent
years between 1996 and 2006. A US-educated
economist who follows a similar line to Venezuela’s
Hugo Chavez® and Bolivia’s Evo Morales’, Correa
has funded a massive infrastructure program by
defaulting on the nation’s debt, renegotiating oil
contracts, making the tax system work, and turning
to China for loans.

Fixing roads, building schools, and extending |
social security protection and poverty-reduction
programs have endeared the president to the
poorest in Ecuadorian society. His attacks on
bankers, oligarchs®, and rich media owners have
infuriated the moneyed elite, who portray him
as a brash’ populist® who is rude and dismissive’

of his critics and interested only in remaining in ' £ FHEIE(1963- ),
power. ) 'L}E%TJ\}- 'I}( 19)9?“:(;(1”7))
Culture Smart! Ecuador takes you beyond the usual 9}‘; J Jm y, .J', /,[;L( 1(,(;(,_(7(,1 3)
descriptions of where to go and digs deeply into S Wik - ST 1959 ),
the heart of this multilayered, multiethnic nation to {’%T;fglﬂg{?ﬁ']i{(l é‘iﬂl’j&ﬁ}”
provide you with an insider’s view of the people, the | l|E1 W RS )

history, the food, the culture, and an understanding | * =%

: : . SO HUELCRER
of how Ecuadorians do business, make friends, and N
meet members of the opposite sex. RN RN




