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As the 21th world heritage committee meeting wrote in the comments on the classical gardens of
Suzhou: “Recognized as the typical example, there is no other gardens than the classical gardens of famous
historical city Suzhou can embody the ideal quality of Chinese classical garden design that rebuild the
heaven on earth within a garden. Build in 11 to 18 centuries, these gardens reflect the profound artistic
conception of “derived from the nature but beyond the nature” in Chinese culture by their exquisite crafted
design. Nowadays, the classical gardens of Suzhou are also the conservation place of all kinds of intangible
heritages, gathering calligraphy, architectural decoration art and furnishing, miniature garden and various
crafts. “ . It is the charm that makes the classical gardens of Suzhou appears on the international stage as
“cultural ambassador” . “Article on earth” as described by poets and writes, when these “masterpieces”
travel across the oceans and come to the foreign countries, the pleasant landscapes and exquisite crafts have
crossed the language obstacle and become the optimal window and most beautiful stage for the visitors
from all over the world to better understand and enjoy the Eastern garden art.

In 17, 18 centuries, when Sinomania (also known as Chinoiserie) appeared in Europe, the garden
art, without exception, became the object advocated by parts of Western aristocracy. As called by Qian
Zhongshu, a famous Chinese writer and scholar, as “the first person discussing Chinese garden in
Europe” , Richard Grenville Temple (1628-1699) wrote in his prose “the theory of Epicurus garden” that,
Chinese garden is the typical example of “the best garden form” . As for the “painting-style landscape
garden” of the United Kingdom, advocating the nature, which was affected by Chinese mountain and
water garden, was once called as “Anglo—Chinese Garden” . British architect designer, William Chambers
(1726-1796) unreservedly praised Chinese garden art in the last chapter “Designs of Chinese garden” in the
book of “Designs of Chinese buildings, furniture, dresses, machines, and utensils” : Chinese has excellent
skills in garden design with high taste. In Britain, we also have made constant efforts in that aspect, but not

very successful.” He created plenty of “Chinese style landscape gardens” in his later design practices. From

1757 to 1763, Chambers was appointed to design British Royal Garden Kew Garden. Building towers
and rockeries in the garden to follow the shadow of Chinese garden blended with art and nature, he was
diligent in the exquisite but tough pursuit of garden. As of now, the shadows of Chinese tower still stand in
Kew Garden, which have become the historic witness of Chinese garden coming to the continent of Europe.

In the history, succeeded in exporting Chinese garden is contributed by the help of special social stratum
including foreign missionary, traveler, royal architect, etc. As for the people involved in construction were

disappeared like a stone dropped into the sea. Whereas, the export of Chinese style garden, from design



to construction, is completed by Chinese local designers and engineers with rich experience. There is no
exception for the building of overseas “Suzhou style garden” . Since the end of the 1970s, Mingxuan settled
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in the United States, the garden engineers and “Xiangshan craftsman”
from Suzhou have meticulously designed and built approximately forty overseas gardens in Suzhou style.
Over'thiny years, in some ways, overlap the development history of Suzhou Garden Development Company
Limited. Since the establishment of garden building team in the early 1958, the older generation of craftsman
undertook the responsibility of Suzhou classical garden renovation, by which the traditional building
technique is inherited, and the foundation is laid for cultivating the new generation of “Xiangshan craftsman”
inheritors. Due to the opportunity of the first overseas garden —— “Mingxuan” , Suzhou Classical Garden
Architectural Company, which was owned by the whole people, was formally established in December, 1979,
until then, the company had experienced nearly 20 years development. For decades, adhering to the concept of
scrupulous craft and exquisite work, targeted at building high-quality project, the company has been constantly
stepping onto the new stages. The company was evaluated as “First Class Construction Enterprise of Garden
and Ancient Architecture” by Ministry of Construction in 1989; awarded as one of the five “First Class
Qualification Enterprises of Garden and Ancient Architecture” in the first batch by Ministry of Construction
in 1990; obtained “Qualification to Contract Foreign Projects and Cooperation of Labor Service” issued
by Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation in 1999; evaluated as “First Class Construction
Enterprise of Cultural Heritages Protection Engineering” by State Administration of Cultural Heritage in 2004.
After went through shareholding reform, Suzhou Garden Development Company Limited is now developed
into a composite garden enterprise with complete production chain, and ranked top three in the composite
competitiveness rankings of national garden enterprises for consecutive years. The projects contracted by
the company were constructed in more than twenty provinces, cities and autonomous regions throughout the
country. Through constantly accumulating the experience in the domestic projects, the company is capable
of taking on the more glorious missions. As the earliest enterprise to develop international garden market
with profound international influence, the company has successively contracted to build nearly forty garden
projects in many counties and regions, such as North America, Europe, Southeast Asia, South Africa, HK
and Taiwan, and achieved various awards. “Mingxuan” was highly appraised for “the technique quality has
reached the standard that deserves the museum and your government to feel proud” ; “Lansuyuan Garden” ,
due to excellent construction quality, was awarded as “safe model” by Portland government; “Aisuyuan
Garden” won the gold medal in Ireland 5" Bloom Garden Festival. Committed to promote the brand of “Suzhou
Garden” and “Suzhou Ancient Architecture” , the company, through the top-level construction and exquisite
techniques, endeavors to let more Suzhou style gardens to go abroad and flourish.

A large number of overseas gardens embellishing the foreign countries like the splendid pearls make the
cultural label of Suzhou garden more sparkling. These gardens, not only have built a bridge for the garden culture
communication between the East and the West, but also have opened a window to let the world, especially the
Western countries in exotic culture, to understand the essence of Chinese traditional culture. Moreover, each
overseas garden has a real and moving experience in the construction. This book both records the arduousness in

building each overseas garden from the technical aspect, and tells the stories behind each project in details.
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Chapter One

Journey of Culture First
Masterpiece Debut

There is a common consensus on “Mingxuan” in the field: she is “the first masterpiece in Chinese
garden export” . This well-known title has engraved on the milestone of Chinese contemporary overseas
gardening. As the essence of Chinese traditional culture, Suzhou gardens settled in Metropolitan Museum
of Art was originated from a set of precious and elegant Ming-style furniture. Dating back to the end
of the 1970’s, the whole story is full of innumerable twists and turns, whose unexpected outcomes and
significance are “unprecedented” . The deeper we understand every detail, the more respect we pay to each

participant and decision maker.




