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Ky Eoomosase Anzas 18 Cauxass Hustoey. As Kavianim s m
Devmzorswest o Posise Woass row Warea Cosaat. By Chluo-
ting Chi, London: Alien & Usann. 5936 pp. xxits + ih8. B, 6.

Tmnnamruﬂrtwly.uaudy froms the sandpoint of
Waostern science, but alvo judged by the €andards of traditonal Chinese
schugtasship, De. Chi s very well scquainged with the basic seace mae-
risl of Chinese hustory, He draws. freely on the great dynastic hntorias of
China, on the vanous proviocial and local garertcers, and on the sbandant
Baerature deabing with the history and political inpoctance of publc
woeks in Chuna, Bit be 35 ot content merdly with the mechasical uc-
cumutaon of facts or with formal textual eriticmm. The faces whach he
discovers and the texmy which he riticizes become real 3ad living, be
casse they reflect & bold sttempt W andlype wantsfically sweme of the
mon vital features of China's oconoenic, social and political development.

Dr. Chi o well sware of the Limits of bis own study. “The woacepe
ol the Key Econeenis Ares catinet be the tiling idea it the interpuctation
at Chisese history 35 3 whole . .~ We have firt 1o undermand the
basic factors of the focm of agricultszal production, espocially the comtral
rale, played in Chitia as i other “oiental” covetries by anificial itviga:
von; [ Cla recopnizes from the outser the swal msportance of thin
faceos, which has, 2 he i kind coough to remark, been brovght ow by
my own work. He Buther scecps its comsequences foe the poditical
conmumy of China's socety, Inensive agsicubtare, bused upon imngation,
muakes possibde, while the wize of the territary affected pecomitates, birge-
scale water contes] ctterprines, which, 3t 3 cereain level of cvilizatios,
have to be underakes by the sarc

Thiv o the theu, 2 fundamcntal thesis for any socsific endeneanding
of the great agrarian scicties of the Oriens. Ity truth 34 £ 23 China
conterntd o convacingly doemoastiated i D, Chi's bedlan monograph.
Public wates comtrol works in €hina inchade not vely irigaton canals
bt ahio viver dikes and tramsport camsls. Fntrnuve sgriculture prodiuces.
e geain surplus, which suppors the political center, By burcaiscracy and
its army; the ransport canals comvey 3t 10ty destination. Thas public
warks became “an fmponant politicd oo and 5 poweriul weapon in
soial aad pefitical srigelen”
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