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Abstract

It was after 1980s that Literary Anthropology was formally established in
China. However, as a research methodology, Literary Anthropology may be
tracked back to the early 20" Century in view of its practical implications.
Hence, the main research object of this study is Literary Anthropology as a
“methodology” and its development in early 20" Century China.

This dissertation consists of three sections, namely introduction, text and
conclusion. The introduction defines some basic concepts involved, such as
“Chinese Literature” and “ Literary Anthropology” . The text falls into two
parts: Part | (theoretical part) and Part Il ( case study). Part I includes four
chapters ;

Chapter I casts back the theoretical origins of Literary Anthropology in Chi-
na. During the early 20" Century, The Classical Evolutionism School had a sig-
nificant influence on literary anthropological studies in China. Theories of the
School, such as * cultural survival” | shamanism, rituals and totemism, ap-
peared in early researchers’ writings with extremely high frequency. They serve
as handy tools for Chinese intellectuals at that time to explore the cultural and
literary phenomenon in China.

Moreover, it should be pointed out that “jin shi zheng shi” ( the traditional
uses of inscriptions on ancient bronzes and stone tablets as historical evidence)
and “li shi er qiu zhu ye” (the philosophy that * Li has been lost at the place
where it originated , but still remains in remote areas. In order to restore Li, we

need to set out for those remote and desolate places) , which were deeply rooted



