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Preface

Emma’s Adventures Through Chinese Idioms is the second book
of the Series: Emma’s Adventures Through Chinese. Book One is
intended for beginner-level Chinese learners while Book Two can be
considered a cultural treasure trove for intermediate-level learners.

Emma’s Adventures Through Chinese Idioms is an extension
and expansion of Book One. It continues to use funny stories about
how Emma learns Chinese, with each story focusing on one idiom
that originates from a certain historical period. The stories are linked
together through Emma and her friend’s traveling across time and
space. Although the language in this book is more challenging,
students who have finished reading Book One will soon immerse
themselves in the Chinese context as the story develops. Students can
learn the related stories and deep meanings behind these idioms in
their real context, which will help them lay a solid foundation for a
deeper understanding of the Chinese culture.

Emma’s Adventures Through Chinese Idioms has the following
distinctive features compared to Emma’s Adventures Through
Chinese:

1. Material selection

Learning idioms and set phrases — an important part of more
advanced Chinese vocabulary, has always been a daunting task for
international students. The deep philosophical meaning in the stories
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behind the idioms adds to the difficulty in its understanding and
usage. In order to ease the difficulty, we have selected 14 simple but
popular idiom-related stories. By traveling across time and space,
Emma illustrates the deep meaning behind the idioms through her
own experience. Despite the differences in background and content
for each story, Emma’s experiences throughout the book connect the
stories in a full and engaging narrative. And apart from this, every
chapter in the book can also function as a stand-alone story, each with
its own distinctive and interesting features. All the stories are clear
in style but deep in meaning. Students will find it easy to immerse
themselves in the context. Each story that Emma learns also contains
some other idioms. While reading, students can travel across culture
and history together with Emma and appreciate the charm of Chinese
idioms.

2. Vocabulary

Many colleges and high schools in the US have selected
Integrated Chinese as their textbook. The AP test of Chinese is
designed based on the first three volumes of this series (level I part |
and part II, level II part I). The vocabulary of this book is also based
on these books. Frankly speaking, it is rather difficult to explain
Chinese idioms and set phrases in easy Chinese. Learning idioms is
a big challenge that students of Chinese in higher grades need to face
as it is a good way to expand Chinese vocabulary and broaden their

horizons.

3. Readership
Generally speaking, senior high students in the US who have
learned Chinese for three years or more should have mastered



approximately 1,000 Chinese words. Emma’s Adventures Through
Chinese Idioms is tailored for students who attend AP class in high
school or level-4 to level-5 Chinese classes (after AP), the mid- and
senior-grade students from weekend Chinese schools, as well as

college students who have learned Chinese for more than one year.

4. Style

This book continues a chapter-by-chapter style. The stories
included will not be familiar to students and their language is not
simple, but the chapter-by-chapter style will easily guide students into
the vivid and interesting plots and situations. Emma’s adventures bring
excitement and challenges, and shorten the distance between students

and ancient figures, bridging the gap across time and space.

S. Annotation to the vocabulary and set phrases

Apart from the explanations provided for vocabulary and
questions for comprehension, this book provides annotations for the
commonly-used idioms or set phrases that appear in the stories even
though they are not the focus of the stories. This will help to broaden
the scope of students’ knowledge of Chinese culture.

As Chinese teachers, we hope that this book can shed light on
Chinese culture for learners of Chinese, serving as a gateway for
them to acquire knowledge while having fun. This book is aimed at
facilitating students’ understanding of Chinese culture and improving
their ability to comprehend the Chinese language while enriching their
experience of vocabulary learning and reading in Chinese.

We sincerely hope that readers enjoy the marvelous journey that
learning Chinese idioms provides and achieve steady improvement in
Chinese reading and vocabulary building through this book.
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Hiif [ didao ] pure, typical

W% [ youlan ] go sightseeing

Feif [ chongman ] be full of, be filled with

2075 [ jingli ] to experience, to undergo
InEAZ] [ razhén-sihuan ] too fantastic to be true
sz [ pinchdng ] to savor, to taste

EWAEE [ méiwei-jiaydo ] dainty dish

HE [ ktinhuo ] be puzzled
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O 2T jbukédai ] extremely anxious; be too impatient to wait
@ BF[ gingshdu-gingjito ] (move) gently, softly

@ HEHIE [ 2ydn-ziyd ] talk to oneself

@ #&it [ tougus ] through
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XMEE [ nandao ] really

WSR2 [ yardn-shixido ] be unable to stifle a laugh; can’t help laughing

Hi [tign ] fill in

EHRD, BHAEME [ Saiweng shi ma. yan zhi féi G ] an old man lost his horse but

ended up with a blessing; a blessing in disguise

® 0O

fEkip R [ hutdu-shéwsi ] top-heavy: fine start and poor ending
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@  gEdES [ chéngyt jieléng ] Chinese idiom puzzle
@ PSR [ huangran-dawd ] suddenly realize; become suddenly aware of
@ fhrfir [ toutou ] stealthily. secretly
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Answer the following questions.
1. BB ERKBEREIT KT 2HEF?

What’s the secret Emma found in Daihai’s home?

#E [ migong ] labyrinth, maze

LI AHH [ sicéngxiangshi ] seem to have met before
%1% [ faleng ] in a daze

1ELE [ Zhonggudtong ] old China hand

253 [ gingyl fangqi 1 give up easily

TEdL [ xiading juéxin ] make up one’s mind

CNONCEONCNC)
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2.4 AR RIEHER?

What is a Chinese idiom puzzle?

= WA
Form sentences using the following expressions.

1. 325 22y
2. AZ BB
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