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>> Preface

This book uses interesting comic pictures and plot-coherent stories which
enable a foreigner to master over 200 groups of Chinese homophones and
thousands of HSK words in a short time. This book is a breakthrough in
Chinese language teaching.

The leading character in this book is Tang Bomao, a Chinese language
teacher. Tang, warm-hearted and honest, acts as a good spokesman in
promoting Chinese culture. The foreign students include Tom from America,
Lily from Britain and Ann from South Africa, implying that the Chinese
learners are from different parts of the world, and learning Chinese becomes
a trend in the world.

The writer of this book, Tom Ho, is a charitable person. In Hong Kong,
he often gives free lessons to poor students including rehabilitated people
in jail; he helps people pass The National Putonghua Proficiency Test in
10 months. Some of his students even got grade 2B in Putonghua tests. In
addition, he said he would donate this book, through a charity foundation, to

the disadvantaged students in China’s mainland.

I’d like to recommend this book to foreign Chinese-learning students and
elementary students in China’s mainland, and pay my respect to Mr. Ho’s

dedication.

Wang Xiaoning

School of Humanities, Tsinghua University
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>> Editor’s Note

Is Chinese the most difficult language in the world? Let me tell you:
you will know that it is not that hard after reading this book. This book
develops an effective memorizing method, with the help of which, a student
can remember in a short time more than 700 Chinese homophones and
thousands of related words. I believe lots of people have experienced the
same situation: it is impossible to remember what the teachers taught even
though you attended their classes for more than a decade, but it takes much
less effort to remember an excellent movie or an interesting book, and you
can remember them for a whole life. The reason is that movies or books use
imagination and link story plot, image, sound together, thus making it hard
to forget. This book uses nothing else than this exact method, developing
254 groups of homophones into dialogues and comic stories by arranging
the stories in alphabetical order (A-Z). It helps the learners, by using
imagination and vivid images, to master Chinese homophones (including
717 Chinese characters in common use published by National Language
Committee) and over 1,000 HSK words. In addition, by using this book,
Chinese students can practice homophones in Putonghua and learn more
than 1,000 English words through the translation in the word lists.

Each dialogue in the book can either be separated as a story on its own or
be related to other dialogues. The stories are lively and easy to remember.
To promote Chinese culture, this book specially creates plots and characters

in a positive way. The characters are as follows:
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a 35-year-old Chinese teacher who lives in Beijing. He
is pretty kind and humorous, taking delight in helping

people. (“Tang Bomao™ is named after Tang Bohu, who

was a well-known personality in ancient time in China.)
Tang Bomao

(major character)

Tang’s friend. He is a careless person, but has a kind
heart. He once lost his job; with the encouragement of
Tang, he eventually found a job. (“Madaha” in Chinese

refers to a person who is careless and casual.)

a promising American student who learns Chinese in

China and loves Chinese culture.

a young, pretty, active British student who is also

learning Chinese in China.

a pretty, curious, adventurous South African lawyer who

is also learning Chinese in China.
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To enhance the memory and go over the lessons in the book, a few tips are
recommended as follows:

I Have conversation, competition or oral practice in pairs. Performing
or competing in class or public activities (such as Chinese contest) will get
much better learning result.

2 Recite or write from memory the conversation with the help of
vocabulary list and the help of images. After several times of practice,
the learning material will be memorized and enhanced, and not be readily
forgotten.

3 With the help of homophone vocabulary list from A to Z, retell the
stories by referring to relevant words.

4 Download the radio files of conversations and vocabularies in the book
to a cellphone or MP3, and repeatedly listen to them and read after the
radios. Practice makes perfect.

We sincerely hope this book would become your good help in your

Chinese learning and practice. Wish you lots of fun in learning.

Editor
November 2014
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