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The Dominican Hotel
Z K EINEE

Tucked behind Brussels’ famous theatre and opera house, The Dominican is a new hotel that
offers a strong sense of history mixed with forward-thinking, eclectic design in the European
Union’s capital city. The hotel's sweeping archways are a clear reference to a Dominican
abbey that stood on this site in the 15th century. Its original facade has been integrated into
the new construction by the Belgian Firm Lens Ass Architects. Guests enter the lofty, high-
ceilinged public spaces and their breath is taken away by the attention to detail. A stroll
through the Monastery Corridor evokes an almost medieval feeling of elegance with original
Belgian stone flooring. The Grand Lounge, considered the heart of the hotel, calls to mind
the spirit of old European decadence in soaring windows and metalwork at the same time
as attracting a definitively style-conscious modern clientele with its cutting-edge design.
The 150 guestrooms and suites — each with an individual look — are situated around a
quiet inner courtyard and feature a rich combination of contemporary design and luxurious
textiles, offering quiet comfort in a cloister-like setting. It's a wonderful respite from the
Continent’s new governmental hub, and a space in which old and new Europe effortlessly
melds. z

Project Name: The Dominican Hotel  Designer: Lens Ass Architects
Photographer: Lens Ass Architects Time: 2007 Area:1000 sgm

Location: Brussels, Belgium
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Jeronimos Hotel
REREE

Where the tidal waters of the Atlantic flow into the estuary of the Tagus River, old and new
come together in the hotel Jeronimos. Located in Lisbon's historic district and surrounded
by museums and monuments, the 1940s building has been given new life by the Lisbon
based architects Capinha Lopes & Associates, whose renovation of the hotel liaises with its
surroundings. The ornate gables, statues and relief of the nearby 16th century Jeronimos
Monastery accentuate the modern renovation. Windows afford a view of the monastery
from the hotel’'s wine bar, where one can taste the rare and much sought, after Bussaco
wine that has been produced for generations by the Alex and rede Almeida family, which
also owns the hotel. As if to reflect the wines, the bar is designed in a rich savoury palette
of red, white and brown, with a dark wood floor and floating lamps.

The welcoming reception desk — a lustrous, dark chocolate cube of wood before a crimson
wall — greets guests in the same colour scheme. Each of the 65 rooms and suites has
a pale marble bath room generously bathed in natural light. Throughout the hotel, the
abundance of natural lighting blends the interior with the Lisbon sky outside.
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Project Name: Jeronimos Hotel Location: Lisbon

Portugal Photographer: Sofia Tavares

Designer: Capinha Lopes& Associates
Time: 2007 Area: 1200 sgm
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