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Introduction to Lv Huanhu

Lv Huanhu, member of China Artists Association, was born in Xuzhou, Jiangsu Province, China. Lv received
Bachelor Degree from Nanjing Arts Institute in 2000 and Master Degree in 2003.From 2003 to 2009, Lv was a
teacher at Arts College, Shanghai University of Engineering Science. Now, Lv is the director of Creation Branch,
Painting and Calligraphy Department of the magazine Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, and the Department
Committee member.

Works of Lv Huanhu were selected to China 9th National Exhibition of Arts; China 10th National Exhibition
of Artists, China 5th National Sports Exhibition of Arts; China, Italy, Korea Outstanding Artists Invitation Exibition,
and other important exhibitions at home and abroad. Moreover, Lv has held a certain number of Solo exhibitions
and alliiance exhibitions in places of United States and China. In U.S, places are U.S. South California State
University, Kennedy University and Georgia University; in China, places include library of Beijing University,
Seascape Structure in Taizhou County, and Xinhua Museum in Jiangsu Province; Arts Museum of Nan Jing Arts
Institute; Arts Museum of Jiangsu Province and Shanghai library respectively.

Works of Lv that have been published are Collection of Lv Huanhu's Landscape Paintings, Selections of Lv
Huanhu's Paintings, Selection of Lv Huanhu's Landscape and Flower Paintings, and Arts Garden of Lv Huanhu,

etc.
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Preface

Lv Huanhu is a young woman literate who was born in Peixian County, Xu Zhou, Jiangsu Province, China.

In the Chinese book History of Song, there is a saying, “In Peixian County, Xu Zhou, there are more talented persons
than in other places.” This is true, since there have appeared many genuine calligraphers and painters in Peixian. Lv Huanhu
is fair and dignified, genuine and talented. As an editor, in the part time, Lv is very good at drawing and creation, and works
of her express her verve towards life and are profound in thinking. Since Lv pursues things that are above the common and
beyond the noise of city world, her works imply the true beauty of nature by vivid images. In other words, there appears
something escaping from the human society in Lv’s works. The works imply her mature drawing techniques, and colors in
her works are applied ingeniously.

Painting is “reflection of painter’s thoughts”. Only those who have solid foundations can make difficult things easy.
Huanhu was born in an educated family and received formal higher education on painting. She learnt with famous painting
teachers and has devoted herself into the study and practices of painting for years, so that the works of her are natural and
outstanding, which are the reflections of her inner thoughts.

Marvelous paintings often contain profound connotations, and painting style of a painter is just the reflection of his/her
thoughts. A person who has rich experiences would form noble foresights, and all masters have read many books and traveled
for miles. Huanhu has been as an editor (so do I) for years and have viewed numerous great painting works. Thus, such
experiences make Huanhu an experienced and marvelous artist.

What’s more, Huanhu is diligent and hardworking. Quietness gives her a profound mind, and loneliness forms her a
stable character. Her works are natural, vivid, and marvelous. I believe that in the near future, Huanhu can become a greater
artist if she would combine calligraphy works with her paintings.

Above is the preface to Huanhu’s collection, with my pleasure to enjoy the works of Huanhu.

Written in April, 2013, By Cheng Dali
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Classical Circumstance

—Read After Lv Huanhu’s Paintings

The painting collection of Lv Huanhu is going to be published. The following words are written as my regards
and congratulations to her.

Lv Huanhu is an influential painter in Beijing, China. Young as she is, she creates works which are
extraordinary and compelling. It is a rule that old painters of Chinese Painting are thought to be better painters than
the young. In reality, that is not always true in that besides richness of imagination and innovation, young painters
are inspiring, energetic, and sensitive to nature and life. As we all know, all those features are important factors for
arts, and Chinese Painting is not an exception.

Youth is the time when people accumulate their talents, and the best season for creation as well. Compared
with the mature and exquisite of old artists, young artists are more vivacious and lively. When enthusiasm and
ambition are replaced by easiness and reason, the value of the young spirit is more obvious. I was impressed by this
fact when I studie works of Shi Tao, Chinese artist in Qing Dynasty . His most ingenious work Sixteen Arhants,
which was highly praised by the well-known Chinese artist Mei Qing, was just created in his 20s.

Works in Shi Tao’s old ages are successful too, but they are lack of that kind of passion and energy shown
in the work Sixteen Arhants. Thus, when I read paintings of Huanhu, I was pleasured by their vitality and energy
presented from every perspective of the works. Her works are far away from darkness, and we cannot call them as
sophisticated. Rather, works of Huanhu express her unique attitude towards her beloved nature and life. Huanhu
skills at illustrating ancient themes by vivid and exquisite strokes, and her works are just “dancing in classical
circumstance”. Elegancy and glamour are implied in black and white images created by Huanhu.

Huanhu likes drawing flowers, birds, mountains and rivers. She has illustrated flowers like sunflower,
lotus, water grass, plum blossom, daffodil, and Chaenomeles sinensis. Those images contain flexibility and vigour
as shown in works of Zhu Da (also known as Bada Shanren, an outstanding painter of Chinese painting in Qing
Dynasty), and reveal sense of chilly beauty similar to circumstances in works of Chen Chun (also known as Bai
Yang, a famous Chinese painter in Ming Dynasty, who skilled at drawing flowers and birds). Lv also has created
works of mountains and rivers, forests and clouds. All those images contain the purity and serenity of nature.

Works of Lv are in classical circumstances, since she has captured the spirits of traditional Chinese painters and



literates willingness to be away from the noisy urban life and beyond the vulgar world. She has transformed the
spirits into the soul of her own paintings.

The classical circumstance in Huanhu’s works is also shown in her expressing of “sense of life”. That is the
true spirit of traditional Chinese “literates’ painting” (it refers to the pictures that imply the spirits of literates). From
Song Dynasty of China, literates’ painting no longer put its focus on external functions of paintings, but transformed
to emphasis on painters’ inner spirits. Huanhu’s works, like Ravine River, and Bridge and Stream, are the songs of her
heart, and perform her unique readings of life.

Her elegant strokes contain quietness and serenity by depicting images like scattered cloud and light wind,
with neither severe conflicts nor noise of outside world. As the old Chinese saying goes, “Leaves on the tree are
elegant, while fallen leaves are more graceful”. The world presented by Lv Huanhu is just that quiet, natural, deep,
and pure, like the fallen leaves.

Chinese Literates promote “Qi of quietness”. Wang Hui (also known as Wang Shigu, a famous painter in Qing
Dynasty) and Yun Nantian (a famous painter in late Ming Dynasty) express their view in their work that “Those
marvelous paintings often present Qi of quietness, which are natural and away from the vulgar world, and paintings
that have achieved quietness are perfections™. “Qi of quietness” is hard to be described by simple words, since it
does not simply mean the quietness opposite to the noise of outside world, nor does it mean the quietness of inner
heart. It is the understanding of spirits in the quietest and deepest “super power” of nature and universe. Ancient
Chinese philosopher Lao tzu promotes that “Quietness is the terminal of life.” Such view corresponds with the spirit
of Chinese arts. Paintings of Lv Huanhu are the outcomes by interpretations of famous traditional Chinese painters

include Shi Tao and Bada Shanren, who are the representatives of painters who pursue the spirit of Chinese arts.

That makes Huanhu’s works contain connotations of Chinese philosophy on arts and universe.

Written in autumn, 2013
(By Zhu Liangzhi, professor of Peking University, well-known scholar in Arts History)

(Translated by Zhang Yan)
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