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Fishes in Northwest Indian Ocean

Due to the years' efforts of a number of experts, practical working personnel and
administrative staff, following the publication of {Demersal Fishes in Eastern
Central Atlantic)), its sister edition (Fishes in Northwest waters of Indian Ocean)
has been published and met colleagues and friends in various fields. Congratula-
tion on the delightful news! This book is the result of industrious exploration and
sustained efforts made by every working personnel experienced the various stages
of the distant water fishery from the establishment to the development. The book is
the glorious crystal of their diligence, intelligence and high historical responsibility
and is also the contribution of the CNFC International Fishery Co. to China distant
water fishery through its technical cooperation with fisheries universities and re-
search institutes. This book is the second reference book about the world's regional
marine fishery resources, which has been independently accomplished fully rely-
ing on our own manpower, material resources and intelligence and on our distant
water fishing fleet as the survey means. I believe that the publication of this book
will fill the colleagues in the fishery field with joy.

Taking a comprehensive view of the present world, mankind has entered the
epoch of knowledge capital from the one of economical capital. The production
pattern of mankind will undergo an unprecedented change because of the rapid
development of the high and new technologies. The twenty-one century may be
rated as the ocean century. The world marine fishery will get into the new epoch of
scientific management. It will be of more scientific, reasonable and sustainable
exploitation of world marine resources by the successive use of modern electronic
and space techniques in marine fishery productions. This is an irreversible trend of
development.

Distant water fishery is the industry on marine fishery resources, which requires
to exploit marine fishery resources in the way of sustainable development. Therefore,
it is necessary to put a great effort into the basic survey of natural marine resources,
precisely master dynamics of fish resources and seek for the measures of its reason-
able utilization and conservation. All the developed fisheries countries in the world
have paid higher attention to these works and put into a large number of manpower
and material resources in this field. The difference in the basic survey of natural
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marine resources between developed fisheries countries and developing fisheries
countries should be reduced as soon as possible. Changing the empirical produc-
tion pattern, strengthening basic research and intensifying innovation of science
and technology are the key to keep long prosperity and never waning of our distant
water fisheries under intensive competition. Therefore, the publication of this
reference book after entering the new century will provide the proper help for
fishery enterprises, institutes and universities engaging in distant water fishery in
their challenging the new century, effectively studying the new situation and solv-
ing problems occurred in the course of developing distant fishery. We hope that the
book will become a good teacher and helpful friend of every body.

The book will also help to facilitate the circulation and marketing of marine
products by placing the audio-visual samples of marine products directly in front of
consumers. The book will be therefore cherished and welcome by numerous
consumers.

This book will be of great benefit to experts and working members of the library,
museum and biological researchers, as well as some interesting collectors. As
ancient Chinese proverb says "I am willing to present to friends what I wish to get”.
The knowledge in this book comes from the practice and will return to serve the
practice. It will guide us in the practicing and understanding once more. In the
process of the new practice, the content of the book will be further supplemented
and enriched. I cordially hope that all readers will submit the valuable suggestion
for the revision of this reference book.

I hereby heartily express my thanks to all members who have devoted their
hardworking to the publication of this book. Their contributions to the glorious
work will be recorded in the annals of distant water fishery development of China.

e

Liu Shen-li
April, 2003
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Eighteen years ago, the International Fishery Co. of China National Fisheries
Corporation (the CNFC International Fishery Co.) organized the first China distant
water fishing fleet operating in the Atlantic Ocean along the coast of West Africa,
and raised the curtain on the development of China distant water fishery. Over the
past eighteen years, the size of the company has been created and expanded rapidly
with its business activities involved in fishing, processing and trade of marine
products, which have been now widely spread in the waters of the Atlantic, Pacific
and Indian Ocean. After eighteen years' hardship endured in pioneering work, the
CNFC International Fishery Co., with the greatest business scale and the strongest
economic strength, has now become the leading enterprise of China's oversea
fisheries

During the past eighteen years, the CNFC International Fishery Co. and Shang-
hai Fisheries University have been conducting a comprehensive cooperation in
fishing technology, training and exchange of professional personnel and academic
research and obtained much valuable achievement in "production- education-
investigation". Following the publication of ¢ Demersal Fishes in Eastern Central
Atlantic)), its sister edition { Fishes in Northwest waters of Indian Ocean)) was
completed under the direct leadership of CNFC International Fishery Co. and
Shanghai Fisheries University. The publication of the book indicates the great
successes in concerted effort by both sides and represents an important aspect in
basic research of distant water fishery and also another generous present to China
distant water fishery by the CNFC International Fishery Co.

All the content of this book is based on the fishing information and photos
collected by the company's fishing boats operating in Northwest waters of Indian
Ocean during the past years, which was selected, classified and identified by experts.
This book mainly introduces by selection the morphological characteristic,
distribution, ecological character of the main economic fish species, crustaceans
and cephalopods and its fishing gears, economic value and processing technique
according to the distribution, frequency occurred in the catch, economic value of
the fishery resources. Each fish species in this book has been given in order of the
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Latin, Chinese, English, Spanish and French names, as well as the common or local
name and the trade name, it is easy for readers to understand and exchange informa-
tion from each other. This book also provided corresponding illustrated color pho-
tos for most of the fish species for an easy verification.

The book has collected 205 fish species subordinated to 18 orders, 76 families and
124genera; 12 crustaceans subordinated to | orders, 5 families and 8 genera; 9
cephalopods subordinated to 3 orders, 5 families and 6 genera. All Fishes in this
book is arranged according to the classification system in (Fishes of the World) by
joseph S.Nelson(1994).

The first draft of this book was compiled by associate professor Yang De-kong
of Shanghai Fisheries University. Work concerning the examination, amendment
and supplement in the contents has been done by the editorial committee including
Professor Meng Qing-wen, research fellow Wu Han-lin, Professor Le Mei-long,
Xu Liu-xiong and Ji Xing-hui. In addition, working members involved in editorial
work also include Mr. Wang Bai-zhi, Mr. Wang Jian-dong, Mr. Wu Wen, Mr. Sang
Cheng-de (according to the order of strokes of Chinese surname) and colleagues at
CNEFC Representative's Office in Yemen. It is their inflexibility and hard work that
the book can be completed and successfully published. Here, allow us to express
our thanks for their help.

Along with the sustainable development of China distant water fishery, more
data on the economic distant water fish species will be collected. The authors
heartily welcome any critical suggestions and comments about this book from our
readers, so that we can amend and complete them in the second version.

Editors
April , 2003
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Fishes in Northwest Indian Ocean
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Stegostoma fasciatum (Hermann)
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