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Abstract

This monograph is the final product of the “Chinese literature and culture from the
perspective of gender” project, a major program of China’s Ministry of Education.
Adopting gender-theoretical frameworks of analysis, the book examines the tradition and
current trends of Chinese literary culture from multiple angles. While adopting a consid-
eration of gendered factors in both the expression and influence of literary movements—
both ancient and modern—as its foundation, it expands into a realm of broader cultural
perspectives. The book offers an in-depth discussion not only of the relationship between
Chinese people’s conceptions of “gender” and its tradition of cultural thought but also
between notions of gender and the cultural tradition’s expression in reality. Moreover, in
dissecting various literary phenomena it overcomes the conventional limitations that result
from largely male-oriented perspectives as well as the errors and flawed interpretations,
which such perspectives inevitably engender. Drawing on the historical depth of the do-
mestic tradition’s cultural-philosophical resources alongside foreign theoretical approa-
ches to gender research, the book offers a thorough investigation not only of the con-
struction of gender theory but also of the methodological approaches and conclusions,
interdisciplinary and culturally diverse, that this line of inquiry has produced.

The first chapter reviews the cultural traditions of ancient literature from the per-
spective of gender; it reveals the complex interaction between gender discourse and ide-
ology construction. First, in its analysis of the “/ — Ching,” “Lao Tzu,” and other
foundational works of Chinese thought, it traces the origins of Han Chinese conceptions
of gender and points out that they exerted a formative influence on the literary tradition
and advocate gender harmony while emphasizing male status and interests. This kind of
thinking mode may have led to increase the dimension of gender interaction while China
turned out to be a patriarchal society. The chapter expounds the sentimental tradition of

ancient Chinese female writing, which was inextricably linked with the cultural soil of
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patriarchal dominance. Finally, it delineates the basic characteristics of traditional fe-
male writing. The studies analyze female language in poems of geishas in the Tang and
Song dynasties as representative of early female writing; they also examine “women-
citizens’” discourse against the backdrop of social transformation in the late Qing dynasty.

The second chapter examines the denotation and connotation of gender in literary

It

and cultural phenomena in 19 - 20th centuries. First, the context of the “new culture
movement” (1910s ~1920s) produced many translated texts of non — Chinese and Chi-
nese works. Through the process of translation, edition, and interpretation, female
characters such as “Nora” and “Madam Yun,” as well as the language and cultural
contexts in which they were embedded, were used by modern intellectuals to indirectly
construct the subject of modern China. Secondly, the first generation of modern female
writers in China played a significant role in the May Fourth Movement. They were caughi
up with the wave of movement and narrated their stories of growing and love. The re-
search about them returned to the historical scene and explored their historical role from
the ontogenesis view by analysis of the process in which the literature magazines pro-
duced a “female writing style and characteristics” . Another research focused on the
classical works of well-known modern Chinese writers, picked the narrative of “family
conflict” out and discussed the potential gender implications.

The third chapter focuses on gendered modern cultural phenomena in order to delve
into specific gender analyses. Firstly, it points out that in the context of the “New En-
lightenment” in the 1980s, women’s writing unswervingly followed the major theme of
the times, which was humanitarian enlightenment and individual autonomy; this trend,
however, was not entirely consistent with women’s own desire for self-development and
realization of their potential. As a whole, the intellectuals of the New Enlightenment ex-
pressed a strong approval of individual subjectivity. However, neither male nor female
writers were clearly aware that “female subjectivity” was a goal in and of itself rather
than simply a secondary component of individual subjectivity. The literature of 1980s that
was concerned with women’s issues not only embodied the thought model of the New En-
lightenment, but also revealed its limitations. Also considered is the relationship be-
tween the characteristics of “the new generation” novels and their ideological connota-
tions, and discussed the post —80s’ female writers’ individualistic style.

The fourth chapter considers the academic history of the 20th century from a gender
perspective. Particular attention is paid to the realities of contemporary Chinese condi-

tions in order to avoid a restricted approach to gender research as well as a conceptual
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