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Preface

Hongshan culture was a representative archaeological culture in North
China. It had wide geographical distribution, long time span, broad and deep
cultural connotation. Hongshan culture was mainly distributed between the
Liao River and Xilamulun River, and its center was in the Laoha River and
Daling River basin, including Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Liaoning
Province and Hebei Province. It was about 6500 to 5000 years ago. Many important
cultural relics were found in Hongshan culture sites and tombs, of which the
most representative cultural landscape is the Niuheliang site where the altar,
temple and tombs combined, which occupied a prominent position in prehistoric
cultures. Hongshan cultural relics have been found in many categories, in
which the jade is most known. In ritual and burial rites, Hongshan ancestors
always put jade works in dominated. Respecting jade, liking jade and putting
jade as the only precious substance was an important characteristic of Hongshan
culture. Hongshan cultural jade categories belong to the Pan-Hongshan cultural
jade scope. The Hongshan jade culture was the inheritance and continuity of
the Pan-Hongshan jade culture. Among the Hongshan cultural jades, the pig-
dragon, eagle, owl, turtle, cloud-shaped pendant, etc. were shared a large
proportion, and all of them were the marks of the clan totem. This indicated
that the Hongshan culture area was a multi-ethnic neighborhood. E.g. Emperor
Huang’s totem was turtle, and a branch of its clan was known as Jinyun with
cloud as their totem. Another branch of Emperor Huang family was named
Hanliu, and their totem was pig or boar, which was the same as Shiwei clan’s
totem, therefore they should belong to the same clan; as well as a branch of
Emperor Huang family named Xuanxiao, whose totem was owl. However, the
eagle was the totem of Dongyi nationality. So at that time, the Hongshan
cultural area was a compact neighborhood of the Emperor Huang's family and
Dongyi nationality. The main types of the Hongshan cultural jade were also a
major part of the Pan-Hongshan cultural jade works, which shows that their
ancestors had been living in this area since the late last glacial. Hongshan
culture showed a higher level of civilization and advanced jade culture in the
Neolithic period just because of its former cultural background.
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The jades pieces used in this book belong to the scope of Pan-Hongshan
cultural jade group. They cover so far unearthed jade types, and reveal that
Pan-Hongshan culture is the source of the Chinese jade culture and an
important source of the Chinese civilization. The contents of the jade works
showed in this book cover various primitive worships in original religion, such
as the nature worship, the soul worship, the totem worship, the reproduction
worship, the sexual worship and the extraterrestrial worship; they also involve
various human and article modeling during the royal period. They are a vivid
display of prehistoric civilization. In this book, Figures 1.1—1.35 are various
human characters and the integration images of human and animal. Here the
so-called “integration” refers to human and animal mixed into one, no separated
bodies. Such as the modeling of ox head and human body, the modeling of bird
head and human body, the modeling of human head and animal body, the
modeling of human head and dragon body, and so on. Figures 1.36—1.51 are a
variety of dragons and integration or combination modelings related to dragon:
Figures 1.52—1.60 are a variety of birds and the integration or combination
modelings related to bird; Figures 1.61—1.68 are various beasts and livestock
and images associated with them; Figures 1.69—1.77 are various insects and
the images related to them; Figure 1.78—1.86 are various aquatics and their
associated modelings; Figures 1.87—1.94 are images associated with the
reproductive culture and sexual culture; Figures 1.95—1.106 are extraterrestrial
images and fantastic images; and Figures 1.107—1.133 are the various articles.

Hongshan cultural jade works were the inheritance and continuation of
Pan-Hongshan cultural jade works. They have the same categories, artistic
modeling, cultural connotations and craft characteristics. Their common
characteristics can be summarized as follows: various materials of jade, a
wide range of artistic themes, profound cultural connotation, vivid and peculiar
modeling, superb craftsmanship and beautiful color. Pan-Hongshan culture
has been introduced in General Remarks. Most jade pieces showed in this
book were chosen from the book. The Earliest Miraculous Treasure—Pan-Hongshan

Cultural Jade Group, which readers can refer to.
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