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The rich soil, warm sunshine and gentle rain of this land have nurtured our Chinese for
centuries, built our way of thinking, shaped our spirit and formed a methodology of caring for the
inner growth while observing the outside world, which can all condense into the notion of heaven
and man in unity.

In the wisdom of heaven and man in unity, heaven in nature and man in individual are two
separate but interrelated notions. Humanity has its distinct features from that of nature, however, it
cherishes the law of nature as its highest principle.

Law of nature, as the ultimate wisdom, to a large extent, has shaped our intimacy towards
natural scenes such as mountains and rivers, flowers and birds. Whereas our poetic lifestyle of
travelling and viewing determines the status of nature-themed painting in Chinese artwork. In
addition, the philosophy of heaven and man in unity puts it clear that the images in these paintings
are better to be personalized.

A man with noble character has always been branded as having the ideal personality and thus
presented in artworks, we see paintings with noble sense. We create landscapes in a grand and
magnificent way while birds and flowers elegant and charming, both of which well-incorporate into
the soul of Chinese art as an indispensible part.

The displaying of natural scene and objects is merely an expressive technique in Chinese
artwork, but its ultimate purpose is to visualize the holy spirit of noble men and create an atmosphere
of aesthetic beauty. Through its vivid description, fine sentiments conveyed and atmosphere created,
we see the core of the beauty of Chinese art; through the spirit loaded in the work, we see its soul.

Chinese painting, with no regard for the forms—— ink or paint, meticulous painting or free
sketch painting, nor the content ——Ilandscape or flowers and birds, literary figures or court ladies”
nor the materials used——rice paper, brush pen and others, be it concrete or abstract, realistic or
exaggerated, eye-shocking or content-appreciated, has an attitude of broadness and varying like the
ocean embracing all rivers.

Culture confidence, to put it literarily, is to understand the essence of such beauty of the
masterpieces from our ancestors and then to carry on and put into practice.

China has a profound history of over five thousand years and during the long course of history,
traditional Chinese culture has shown its charisma. Chinese painting and calligraphy have slowly
grown into the bearer and carrier of our emotions and wisdom. After years of visiting world famous
museums home and abroad, Professor Wang Zai and his teammates of iconology from Hunan
University collected and studied ancient works of Chinese calligraphy and painting, reuniting these
scattered treasures in Changsha. With a high expectation in terms of the cultural, historical, aesthetic
and research value, they are considered the classical works of ancient Chinese art.
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