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Preface

This textbook resulted from work produced by a team of people instrumental in the creation of
CDEN over a three-year period from 2012 through 2015. CDEN is a loose association of teachers
and students from six universities in the United States and 380 universities in the People’s
Republic of China. Over the course of the first three years of CDEN, over 5,700 students and
almost 2,000 teachers and judges have participated in debate events held in various provinces of
the People’s Republic of China.

The formal mission of CDEN is to provide opportunities for Chinese university students along
with students from other nations, primarily the United States, to come together in friendly
competition to discuss issues of global importance. The goal of CDEN is to transcend individual
national viewpoints, developing individuals who learn from one another toward becoming not
only citizens of PRC and USA, but global citizens as well. Toward that end, this book is titled
Building Global Relations Through Debate.

The chapters that follow explain how to participate in a debate format called Worlds-Style debate.
The authors of the text present ways readers may become effective debaters, emphasizing that an
effective debater is an ethical debater whose goal is to transcend the limited aim of winning the
debate toward finding ways to respectfully and effectively manage global conflicts. In this text,
the authors teach students to use informed and reasoned bases for creating and then engaging
vital and sometimes tense clashes of significant ideas. Using integrity, skill, and high regard for
the process and other individuals in the process, these effective debaters argue with reason and
evidence to fashion viable ways to manage disagreement toward a peaceful solution.
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