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Speech On the Meeting With the
President of India, H. E. Mr. Narayanan

His Excellency Mr. K. R. Nareyanan, the President of India
Distinguished Delegation from India,

It is a great honor for me and my 14 colleagues to be invited to meet
with the President of India and members of the Indian delegation. I would
like to take this opportunity to introduce my colleagues and myself. 1 am
the President of the Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, have long been
engaged in the research of the history, culture and economic and social de-
velopment for the ethnic groups in Southwest China. Since 1990s, I added
into my research interest with issues on regional economic cooperation a-
mong China, India, Myanmar and Bangladesh. And my colleagues:

He Shengda Specialist on Myanmar Studies

Ren Jia Specialist on Indian Economy

Zhu Changli Specialist on Agriculture and Rural Economy for India

Wang Chongli  Specialist on Export — oriented Industries in Yunnan

Chen Lvfan Specialist on Thai Studies

Song Tianyou  Specialist on South Asian Economy and Politics

Chen Tiejun Specialist on Regional Economy among China, India,

Myanmar and Bangladesh

Zhou Zhao Specialist on Bangladesh Economy
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Niu Hongbin  Specialist on China — India road and Air rout dur-
ing WWII

Wang Qinghua Specialist on history of China — Indian Transportation

Zhu Zhenming Specialist on Southeast Asian Economy

Ma Shuhong Specialist on Laos Studies

Liu Zhi Specialist on Vietnamese Studies

Guo Suiyan Researcher on Regional Economic Cooperation among

China, India, Myanmar and Bangladesh

Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences has long history of research on
India. A division on Indian studies was established in early 50s in Yunnan
Institute of History, which was the predecessor of YASS. Many remarka-
ble publications were issued to introduce to our people the history and cul-
ture of India as well as its modern achievements. Our research has proved
that Yunnan is the link between Yangtze River and Ganges River, and the
bridge connecting the people of China and India. During the 2™ World
War thousands tons of War supplies were continuously transported from In-
dia to Kunming through the Hump, Stilwell Road and the Calcutta — Kun-
ming Oil Pip.

Incomplete the Yunnan’s potential of bridging China with India,
Myanmar’ and Bangladesh, and promote the regional economic cooperation
among these countries, YASS has established the Center of South Asian
Studies and afterwards the Insitute for South Asian Studies. The Center for
South Asian Studies organized the International Conference on Southwest A-
sian Continental Bridge in 1993 with the main theme of reviving the ancient
Silk Road stretching from Yunnan to India; In 1996 the research project

“Building Cooperation System in the Regional Arund the Bay of Bengal” a-
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