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Today, who can casually leave a city?

For it is already part of our life
But, we might have forgotten

its OI@:JDA Image 1n our memaory.

Why when the traffic in modern urban areas is well arranged but we are at a loss as if driven away by the tide of the
times and could not reach the edge of our soul?

Why when the streets of the city can lead us to every direction but we still feel isolated, blocked and deeply
entrapped?

Why when our city functions to perfection and economy is in blossom but we can hardly recognize ourselves, being
unenergetic and without courage?

Why when we live in the city but we could not retrieve its history from reality and could not understand our past glory

or envisage our bright future?

We could not find New York or Tokyo in any ancient books,

metropolises of today have nothing to do with early history.

When printers and videotapes speed up the fading-away of outdated information and quickly reshape the memory of

urban areas,

we just wonder, how could the glories of the cities be kept in paper and videotapes after several hundred years?

Dating back, we may see the

ent demeanor and mentality

who created this prosper

stent and determined, and

They were vigorous, high spirit, con

the time lasted for thousand years, from early civilization to the immemor period

How is the status qua of the ancient miracles?

History is replete with examples of extinct civilizations

covered in sand, the glory of the ancient Babylon sank in the long river of history.
The Hanging Garden of Semiramis could only appear in the dreams of archaeologists.
Maya pyramids are like those with curse in Egypt

Although they have left remains, yet it is hard to have intimate contacts...




without X1 an, we would have to reminisce apout dilapidated IS¢ r heag I ar ent r r
the splendor of the Han and Tang Dynasties or fancy the prime times of them, and then

try to, conjure up the ideal and spiritual city of China thousand years ago

flourishing and tangible.

Fortunately, we have the Xi'an City Wall. It brings us a live histor

imperial music instruments,

In the arts, the cornices, brackets and upturned eaves of the city wall towers all feature the state-of-the art of the
ancient architecture.
|

striking on the evening bell, people came to urban marts and went home, showing a dynamic scene and the movement

e city wall stands for the hustle and bustle of the market. From the beating sound of the morning drum to the

of daily life.

The city wall is the advertisement for good wine in vogue, in the moonlight either in the ancient time or nowadays,
people can all smell the subtle peony-like wine fragrance from wine shops.

The city wall represents the pulse of the time. It lives in the long river of history, and brings a lingering aria of

thousands of years

We are deeply thankful to and humbled by Changan for preserving time that can never be re-lived, holding the space

that is difficult to touch and for soothing those who are difficult to console.

Xi'an City Wall provides us a place to find an important part of our history and keep it close to our hearts.
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A NIGHT VIEW OF THE CITY
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HI iellow the wind,
can ! see the prerless peony again?

1f ) fall in creams,
can | meet Changan in history again?

I'closed eyas and followed a trace of fragrance,
[ tried to tell history from reality in existence.

Scenes in flashback as lighining,
o my dreams they are coming,
Still clear and distinet,

' ihe route of the history is.

1

to my dreams,
with the pedpla and the city it comes.
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|
am a warrior in my dreams -
armed with a sword -
in high vigilance and in city
protection
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