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Preface

Cyan blue, out of blue, is similar to green, the color of fresh-washed sky, so cyan blue is also renowned
as the color of life. Ancient Chinese ancestors who observed the sky and the land took delight in cyan blue.
The poetic lines “your cyan blue clothes always linger in my mind” in The Book of Songs ® Zheng Feng were
the chants by our ancestors. The earliest porcelain wares in archaeological discoveries were also in cyan blue
glaze, and though the glaze at that time ‘was yellowish, or greenish sometimes, the aesthetic interest guided
by such a love of cyan blue dominated Chinese porcelain as long as 3,000 years. The earliest celadon, called
“proto-celadon”, appeared in the Xia Period in BC 2000, and it was linked to bronze—another cyan blue
metal, which was the indication that the invention of porcelain glaze was probably associated with bronze
smelting, so it was identical with_the color of bronze wares. With the improving technology, the ancient Yue
Kiln in Shangyu in the Eastern Han Dynasty produced blue-glazed porcelain with even and pure glaze, so
the celadon witnessed a period of “peaks in everlasting green”. In the Tang Dynasty, the porcelain industry
prospered, shown in the saying “celadon in the south, white porcelain in the north and colored porcelain in
Changsha were most famous™ ; however, celadon was held in the highest position by literati, represented
by “Tea Saint” Lu Yu (733-804) from the perspective of “being suitable to make tea”. With “micro-firing”
technology and unique natural resources in the late Tang Dynasty, mise porcelain, known far and wide, was
turned out by the craftsmen in the Yue Kiln, with the glaze of “integrating verdant and cyan blue” and “jade-
like and ice-like” glaze quality. Such a smooth and complete glaze greatly fascinated the upper class who
advocated luxury of gold and silver.

The Song Dynasty, abandoning military pursuits and promoting culture, was the most elegant period
in Chinese history, so high-quality glaze, i.e. azure after rain was expected. The official Ru Kiln, based on
“micro-firing” and “glaze in sealing sagger” technologies, turned out porcelain wares in poetic azure glaze
with high alumina clay of local areas; however, due to superb technology and small production volume,
the wares produced in the official Ru Kiln were “very valuable and expensive” in the early Southern Song
Dynasty. Meanwhile, the Jingdezhen Kiln in the south, also giving up white porcelain, produced greenish-
white porcelain in line with the aesthetics of the Song Dynasty. Though the greenish-white porcelain did not
show jade-like texture like that of celadon, its artistic beauty of “as green as sky, as bright as mirrors, as thin
as paper and as clear as chime sound” intoxicated people at that time. As the Southern Song Dynasty favored
elegance as ever, the Official Kiln and Longquan Kiln had high expectation of the beauty of glaze. With
improved formula of glaze materials, the base could be glazed several times, so it showed more jade-like

quality, e.g. soft pale moon-white and lavender grey, compared with that of the Ru Kiln. In addition, the lime-



soda made of two different materials had high viscosity, so glaze water experienced fully vitrification in firing.
The transparent multi-layered green glaze, as verdant as pools of water in gullies, was named “plum green
glaze”, a poetic and southern name by later generations. The wares in lavender grey glaze and plum green
glaze of the Longquan Kiln were consummate celadon products, not only because of crystal and heavy glaze,
jade-like verdant color, but crackle-free quality, therefore, “Longquan Celadon™ wzls selected into “Intangible
Human Cultural Heritage™ by the UNESCO in September 2009. e
Fan Jiacheng, a rising star in the collection community of Hangzhou, has collected a lot of ancient
porcelain products after Fan Caifu, his father. Mr. Fan Caifu used to be general manger of Hangzhou Fuyun
Industry and Trade Company which is engaged in non-ferrous metals. Besides, Fan Caifu served as deputy
to the NPC for three consecutive terms since 2002. Having lived in Hangzhou, capital of the Southern Song
Dynasty, and been influenced by cultural heritage of Hangzhou, Fan Caifu began collecting cultural relics,
in particular, after slack government policies towards folk collection in 1990s. He, after becoming rich in
his business, started by collecting the Longquan celadon wares from his friends as he was enthralled by the
dream-like glaze of the wares. Later, he collected Longquan celadon wares while on business all over the
world. The charm of collection lies in that you are always looking for the next one so as to get to know the
history of your collections. Subsequently, he purchased a lot of the wares of the Ru Kiln, the Yue Kiln and
Jingdezhen Kiln from some collectors, therefore, his collection system of celadon wares came into being.
“Exhibitions of Zhejiang Folk Collection Gems Entering Museums” serve as a platform for the
interactions between Zhejiang Provincial Museum and general public. In this exhibition, a fifteenth one, about
100 pieces/sets of ancient porcelain wares collected by Fan Jiacheng were selected and compiled into the
book, Charm of Celadon—Ancient Porcelain Gems Collected by Fan Jiacheng, showcasing the depth and
professionalism of his collection in order to be enlightening to the lovers of ancient porcelain collection. The
collected items will also be exhibited in the Gushan Branch of Zhejiang Provincial Museum in May and it is

believed that these excellent wares will be popular among the visitors.

Chen Hao

Curator of Zhejiang Provincial Museum
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