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After two disastrous world wars sparkled by exireme nationalism,
Europe now is under unprecedented process in economic, political
and social integration. From common market to supranational political
structure, KEuropean integration is at the new stage of enhancing
further social integration. To achieve this goal, the major challenges
that EU is facing at present are: constructing a supranational
European identity by overcoming obstinate conservative nationalism
and building a pluralistic society containing vast number of outside
immigrants. From the perspective of identity construction, the two
issues share common essence. For EU to continue its integration,
besides further enhancing and improving supranational governance
mechanism, it is also essential to build up a widespread grass root
sense of belonging to a transnational and EU-level public sphere,
which requires as well as benefits from the integration on the social and
cultural level. At the same time, this social integration and identity
building has to accommodate the immigrants and residents of
heterogeneous cultural backgrounds, while giving the latter equal
rights and opportunities as those of the majority. To achieve this goal,
new challenges are posed on the construction of European identity.

This research tempts to combine the traditional identity study in
humanities with the perspectives from social and political sciences. By
borrowing from the latest theories of civic identity and European

citizenship studies, the research discusses the legitimacy and
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practicability of post-national civic identity in the context of European
integration and looks prospectively at the future development of post-
national civic identity under the trend of globalization. At the same
time, the perspective of immigrant integration is taken to observe the
effects and development of EU and its member states’ immigration and
citizenship policy, and analyses the feasibility and difficulty of policy
integration on the EU level. Last but not least, case studies are cited
to show how the immigrant communities are negotiating and building a
comprehensive civic identity that encompasses heterogeneous cultural
identity in the practice of social and political participation.

The book contains 6 chapters. It attempts to discuss the issue of
civic identity construction and immigrant integration in EU area from
the perspectives of theoretical exploration, policy analysis and
empirical observation.

Chapter One scrutinizes the political philosophy behind the idea
of civie identity. Section One reviews liberalism in a retrospective
angle as a foundational idea behind modern western political
institution. Section Two introduces the two important concepts from
modern liberalist thinking, namely * veil of ignorance ” and
“ overlapping consensus 7. These two concepts, which post-
nationalism draws upon as well, make it possible for the toleration and
co-existence of different comprehensive doctrines in one pluralistic
society. Section Three introduces post-nationalist theory through the
debate between liberalism and communitarianism, and discusses its
practical value in the pluralistic society today.

Chapter Two focuses on the idea of citizenship to further elaborate

the concept of civie identity in the post-nationalist view. Section One
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reviews the two sources of citizenship ideas in republican and liberal
traditions by comparing the origin, development and advantages/
disadvantages of two concepts. Section Two tries to observe the evolution
of modern citizenship idea and future development. Section Three
elaborates the features of post-national citizenship and civic identity, and
reveals its intrinsic relationship with immigrant integration.

Chapter Three gives an overall description of past and present
immigration situation in the EU area and points out the pressing issue
of immigrant integration in EU with telling data and key facts. Section
One is a brief review of immigration history in Europe. Section Two
tries to explain the major cause of the immigration in Europe by
adopting main stream social theories of immigration. Section Three
stresses the impact of immigration from outside of Europe on the social
and cultural structures in European society.

Chapter Four discusses the immigration and citizenship policies in
major European countries. Section One analyzes three typical models
of member state immigration and citizenship policies. Section Two
makes the observation on the latest trends of these policies in EU states
and analyzes the causes. Section Three pays special attention to one of
the key influences on state policy, the extremist right wing populist
parties in Europe. Their nature, present performance and dynamics
would also be analysed.

Chapter Five places the focus on the EU level. Section One is a
chronological review of the development of citizenship policy of EU and
the integration of immigrant policies on the EU level. Section Two
stresses the important role played by EU Court of Justice in the

supranational integration of immigration and citizenship policies
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through relevant case analysis. Section Three sums up the status and
limitation of EU citizenship, and observes the effort made by EU on
the protection of rights of third country nationals.

In the last chapter, Chapter Six, the research focus shifts to the
perspective  of immigrants. Section One discusses the issue of
“naturalization™ by making observation on the role it plays in the
immigrant social, political and cultural integration. The impact of the
changes in the EU states citizenship policy and the new requirement of
civil cultural examinations annexed to the citizenship acquisition
procedure is studied by case observation and comparison. Section Two
analyzes the meaning of political participation of immigrant communities
to the process of their civie integration, and scrutinizes the channels of
immigrant political participation in EU countries. Section Three
observes the functions of immigrant organizations as the major agent of
immigrant political participation. In the case studies, the importance
of the immigrant organizations in political representation, neg()tiati(;n
and identity construction is evidenced and stressed. The new civic
identity encompassing heterogeneous cultures is being built through

these participation, negotiation and compromising activities.
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