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1. The Construction of the National Grand
Theater of China

The National Grand Theater ( [ & K & Bi) is situated in the
heart of Beijing on Chang’an Avenue (£ % #7) next to the Great
Hall of the People ( A & K £ 4 ) and about 500 meters from
Tian’anmen Square( K% 7)) and the Forbidden City (3228 5) .
It is a curved building, with a total surface area of 149,500 square
meters, which emerges like an island at the center of a lake.

During the day, light flows through the glass roof into the
building. At night, the movements within can be seen from outside.
The building houses three performance areas—a 2,416-seat opera
house, a 2,017-seat concert hall and a 1,040-seat theater—as well
as art and exhibition spaces opened to a wide public.

The building is connected to the shore by way of a 60-meter
long underground passage which can be seen through, so the outside
of the building doesn’t have any openings but provides the public
with a passage from their daily world to the world of opera and dreams.

The areas inside that are open to the general public take the
form of an urban district with different spaces: streets, shopping

areas. restaurants, and restful spaces. The different performance
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arcas open onto this public area. Their entrances are so positioned
in order to ensure an even distribution of people. and a smooth, easy
flow while giving each element in the project a different character.

The opera house is at the center. It is the most important
element in the project, and by the art that is practiced there, it is
the one that is most mysterious. The concert hall and the theater are
situated on either side of the opera house.

The decision to build the Grand National Theatre in a place of such
historical and symbolic significance clearly shows the importance given
to culture in its relationship with history and the modern world. For this
reason. the building shows respect for the buildings around it, each

of which marks the history of the architecture in China.

New Words and Expressions

situate e v. P
avenue n. KT 5 0%




1. The Construction of the National Grand Theater of China

Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The National Grand Theater floats in the water.




v @ X f B i
30008 A iE B H

2. The surface of the building is made of glass.

3. The different performance areas are separated but connected
through the public area.

4. Food can not be bought in the Theater.

5. The concert hall is the most mysterious part in the Theater.

Exercise Two

Directions: Answer the following questions.

1. How can the audience go into the building since it is at the
center of the lake?

2. For what purpose do the different performance areas open
onto the public area?

3. Why is the National Grand Theater built in a place of such

historical importance?




2. Ningbo Port

Ningbo Port(‘7*J##) is located mainly in Beilun District(dt £
[X) and Zhenhai District (21 [X) in Ningbo, Zhejiang Province.
In 2006, Ningbo Port started its expansion to the neighboring island
City of Zhoushan (#}1l1) for a higher capacity. In terms of the
annual cargo throughput, Ningbo Port is second only to Shanghai
Port around the world. Different from Shanghai Port, Ningbo Port
is deepwater and can be capable of handling 300,000 ton vessels.

The bulwark is on the north bank of Yongjiang(f /I.) Mouth
in Zhenhai Port and is 375 meters long. The facilities in the port are
of various kinds, such as nearly 500 quay berths, among which the

largest quay berth can berth bulk cargo ships of 300,000-ton capacity.
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In the meantime. Ningbo Port has various services. including
piloting, marine salvage. shipping agency. and so on. At present,

Ningbo Port is developing towards an international port.

New Words and Expressions

6

district : R
expansion n. Pk

annual = ; a. | HE®

cargo n. iy

throughput n. fr it i
deepwater a. K
bulwark n. B i 5

quay n. 3k

berth n./v. H{ER AR RS
bulk cargo ship Mt
capacity n. HEMGE S A
marine a. b b

salvage n. o R




2. Ningbo Port

Exercise One
Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1. In 2006, Ningbo Port started its expansion to the neighboring
island City of Zhoushan.
2. Ningbo Port is second only to Shanghai Port around the
world, in terms of every aspect.
3. As Ningbo Port is deepwater, it can handle 30,000-ton vessels.
4. The bulwark of Ningbo Port is on the south bank of Yongjiang.

5. Ningbo Port has marine salvage and shipping agency.

Exercise Two
Directions: Answer the following questions.
1. Where is Ningbo Port?

2. Please name one of the facilities in Ningbo Port.

3. What kinds of port services does Ningbo Port have?




3. Urumgqi, Center of Asia

Urumqi( % & K 5%), the capital of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region GBr i 4 & /K HIA1X) . is the center of politics, economy and
culture in Xinjiang. The Asian continent’s center is in Baojiacaozi
Village, Yongfeng Township (/k F= % {0 K # F ) about 30 km
southwest of Urumgqi.

On the top of Hongshan(£L1l1) from a height of 910 m, you
can have an overall view of the city with rapid development and
modernization. In the 1960s it took 15 days to travel from Kashgar
(WA 7R, X4 W A1) to Urumgqi; today you can cover the 1,088 km
trip in 90 minutes by air. Thanks to its modern transport network., you
can easily arrive in the heart of neighboring countries by air or by land.

All ethnic minorities enjoy equal rights in Urumqi, as anywhere
else in Xinjiang, including a high level of education. The main
religions, Islam in first place, exist together peacefully.

Urumgi International Grand Bazaar ( & 8 K 5% [H fr K B 4L),
the largest international trade market in the world, may be not as
famous as the Kashgar Bazaar. There., you can find traditional hats
of different ethnic groups in Xinjiang, furs, various scarves nuts

and dry fruit, leather boots and belts, pocket musical instruments,



