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&q meerkat from the Kalahari Desert is angry at a weaver,
accusing him of giving a false alarm.

‘I just lost my meal! | dropped the juicy scorpion | had just
caught and ran for cover because of your alarm call, only to
realise that there are no predators around at all.”
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that wasn’t me,” Weaver defends himself. “It was the
drongo, he stole your scorpion.”

c‘fhe drongo? That is hard to believe! He is our watchdog,
always on the lookout, warning us of impending danger.”

“®h, that is what he wants you to believe. That drongo is
such a liar.”
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%Put it sounded just like a weaver alarm call - | heard it loud
and clear. You are the one who got my hard-earned meal for
freel!”

“How sad that you believe | am a thief, when it was that sly
drongo — imitating my alarm call.”
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“®h come on,” Meerkat responds, “the drongo captures
insects mid-air with incredible skill. He definitely doesn’t
need to fool any of us out of our food. You are so busy
weaving your nest that you have no time for finding food.”

“Have you noticed there are no insects flying around here
on cold mornings? Do you think that the drongo will simply
go hungry?”
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dBut surely he will speak drongo-ese! Are you telling me
that he can speak also weaverese?”

6Drongo speaks more languages than any of us. He can
even speak meerkatese.”

“Baeally? | have seen how he chases off eagles and hawks,
without any fear. Surely he does not have to resort to cheating
to get food.”
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