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Aesthetics in Industrial Building and Office
Construction

Our cities and rural areas are increasingly marred
by inhospitable industrial estates. Wide-spread
confusion over the economic goals ‘inexpensive’
and ‘economically efficient’ are used to justify
anonymity, banality and ugliness.

Architectural critic Christoph Hackelsberger
once ironically called these areas ‘industrial
steppes’. Nobody would willingly stay there for

longer than the contracted hours of work.

The buildings and the intermediate (residual)
spaces are generally accepted without complaint
as a social no-man's-land.

Every single euro invested in excess of the
absolute minimum of the ‘economic’ building, and
every additional day spent in planning or construc-
ting are regarded as undue extravagance.

Findings from basic research into the decay
of the aesthetic quality of buildings for business,
trade and industry reveal a concentration of differ-
ent irregularities in our society. In the rat-race for
market-economical competitiveness, urban and
rural authorities sacrifice their architectural identity.
Vast areas, highly subsidized or simply given away
for nothing, are thus removed from the influence
of urban or regional planners committed to quality
design. The entrepreneurs themselves literally
‘block’ (i.e. spoil) their own future by short-sighted,
strategically unwise decisions to build, as already
the next change in production will often force
companies to move to another location, often
leaving behind them permanently denaturated

wastelands in cities or rural areas.
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INTRODUCTION

When industrial enterprises wish to present
themselves to the public with their buildings, they
do so mostly with their headquarters. The state
of their factories, however, is rarely presentable.

Minimal budgets, tight construction schedules
and linear, instead of co-operative planning
procedures prevent the most natural way of
building, i.e. of developing good architectural
solutions for a construction project. It is, after all,
in the field of industrial building that architecture
has retained a measure of freedom removed from
the stylistic fashions the classical types of building
are subject to.

Industrial architecture is open to new technol-
ogies, construction systems and materials; and
the quest for new building concepts is an abso-
lutely thrilling affair. The results of joint endeavours
in this direction can be extremely cost-efficient
production plants, well-proportioned interior
spaces, fascinating structures and pleasant

working environments. What must be done to

make people aware of this and to promote a new
era of ‘industrial culture'? The joint efforts of all
those involved in industrial building, and a growing
mutual understanding of the others’ aims are the
only promising path to long-term success.

Beauty and Functional Building

Apart from the economic and technical aspects

of industrial architecture, aesthetic factors were

010/011
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AESTHETICS IN INDUSTRIAL BUILDING
AND OFFICE CONSTRUCTION

discussed already at the beginning of the 19th
century. For Luis Catel, in 1802, the first rule for
the beautiful in architecture required every building
to be constructed in the simplest form correspond-
ing to its purpose; and in 1834 Gottfried Semper
complained that the concept of beauty focused
too exclusively on antiquity.

‘We want something new, he said, ‘and are
given something even older and farther removed
from the needs of our time. Thus we are expected
to conceive and create order from the point of
view of the beautiful and not just to see beauty
where our vision is partly darkened by the mist
of far-away places. Art knows only one master
called need:!

Five hundred years before Semper, Thomas
Aquinas, the leading religious philosopher of the
Middle Ages, had formulated the guiding principle
of beauty being the glory of truth, thus pointing
to honesty, conclusiveness and clarity as the roots

of beauty. At the beginning of the 20th century,

the Deutscher Werkbund, an association of artists,
craftsmen and industrialists founded in Munich
in 1907, addressed the phenomenon of industriali-
zation as a new field for artistic creation.

The leading theoretician of the Werkbund,
Hermann Muthesius, called for a ‘neue Sachlich-
keit|, or new functionality, for the outer form being
the result of the inner nature of an object and not
of attaching decoration to it taken ‘from another
world. The Werkbund recognized the quality of
the technical architecture of the 19th century —



