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Abstract

In 2016, the first year of the 13" Five-Year Plan, Guangzhou vigorously
promoted the commerce & trade industry and transformation from traditional
commerce city to modern merchanapolis with the aim to construct the international
commerce & trade center. Though faced with international environment of weak
recovering world economy, increasing de-globalization and slow global trade
growth as well as domestic situation of New Normal economy, growing turning-
down pressure and further deepening of reform, Guangzhou’s commerce & trade
industry made significant achievements: the scale of whole industry continued to
grow with total sales of consumer goods reaching 870. 65 billion yuan, ranked 3*
for consecutively 29 years among large cities and up by 9% over last year with the
fastest growth rate among the five big cities of Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai,
Shenzhen and Guangzhou; total sales of wholesale and retail commodities increased
by 10% from last year reaching 5597. 28 billion yuan, top among the big-five in
term of growth rate; domestic and foreign trade reform kept on the forefront of
whole country and business environment continued to be optimized; industries
including e-commerce, cross-border e-commerce, service trade, etc. grew
rapidly, with volume of cross-border e-commerce ranked No. 1 nationwide and
the service trade taking the lead among pilot cities; innovation and transformation
of retail industry fastened and new catering industry models kept emerging;
construction of important platforms speeded up, and the comprehensive strength of
Guangzhou’s commerce & trade industry improved steadily.

The Annual Report on Commerce & Trade Industry Development in
Guangzhou is co-edited by Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences, Guangzhou
Municipal Comission of Commerce, and Guangzhou General Chamber of
Commerce, and published by the Social Science Academic Press as one of the

Guangzhou Blue Book series published annually and issued nation-wide. The
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Annual Report provides valuable references for government officials, researchers
and the public to understand the general information, features and trends in the
development of commerce and trade industry in Guangzhou. It is also an important
platform for specialists and experts to discuss and exchange ideas about Guangzhou’s
commerce and trade industry.

The Annual Report on Commerce & Trade Industry Development in
Guangzhou (2017) consists of six parts including general report, strategy reports,
special reports, industry reports, major events and index. The Report contains 300
thousand words and twenty more reports by research institutes, government
departments, scholars and experts from Guangzhou and other regions. Developing
strategies are discussed in the Report from different perspectives; basic information,
features and highlights of commerce and trade industry development in Guangzhou
in 2016 is manifested from various angles and the trend in 2017 is predicted based
on multi-dimensional analysis of affecting factors.

The term commerce and trade industry in this book refers to the concept of
modern comprehensive commerce and trade industry. It not only includes the
traditional retail business, cater industry and wholesale trade industry, but also
involves industries directly related to merchandise trade which include business
conference and exhibition, e-commerce, foreign trade, logistics and other newly

emerging industries and trade models as well.

Keywords: New Model of International Commerce and Trade Center;
International Commerce and Trade Resources Allocation Center; Comimercial

Circulation Competitiveness
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