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Introduction

The viewpoint of the contrastive discourse analysis in this thesis has
evolved from the studies of my supervisor, Prof. Yang Min, and her
graduate students, Miss Ji Aimei, Miss Jiang Yiqun, Mr Wang Junjie,
Miss Gao Shan and Miss Liu Na. I venture to make further development of
the studies by applying Halliday ’ s systemic functional grammar and
theories of critical discourse analysis to the contrastive analysis of Chinese
and British international political news report discourses.

The previous studies of my supervisor and her graduate students set
good examples for me on contrastive analyses of text types like Qilu tourism
culture discourses ( Ji Aimei, 2002 ), entrepreneurs’ discourses ( Jiang
Yiqun, 2003 ), Shandong corporate texts ( Wang Junjie, 2003 ), state
leaders’ discourses ( Gao Shan, 2004 ) and TV talk shows ( Liu Na,
2005). With the instruction of my supervisor, I choose the international
political news report discourses as the subjects of my study.

The studies of news discourses have received much scholarly interest
from mass communication researchers, linguists, stylists, and discourse

analysts. This attention is justified when we realize how important news is
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in our everyday life. Most of our social and political knowledge and beliefs
about the world are derived from the dozens of news reports we read or see
every day. In such an age of information and communication globalization,
the international political news report discourse, which informs us of the
happenings in the other countries, such as foreign affairs and the bilateral
or multilateral relationships, etc. serves as a window to the world and a
window for the world to our country at the same time.

Having specified the scope of the study, I collect my sample
discourses from the official websites of prestigious newspapers to ensure the
credibility of the analysis. Research methods like illustration and
quantitative statistics are adopted to guarantee the validity of the results of
the analysis. Through the contrastive analysis of the international political
news reports, it is revealed that there are differences and similarities
between the Chinese and the British sample discourses and I strive to find
out the reasons for these differences and similarities. The conclusions of
the contrastive analysis are applied to give some implications for the
translation and teaching of the international political news report
discourses.

This tentative study is an initial endeavor to conduct contrastive
analysis of the international political news report discourses as a sub-variety
of news discourses from the perspectives of the systemic functional grammar
and critical discourse analysis. I hope the present study can give some

inspiration to the future researchers in this field.



Chapter 1 Literature Review

1.1 Studies on News Discourses -

The news discourse as a frequently used and very practical genre has
long draw the attention of linguists and stylists. As a complex subject, the
news discourse has been studied from different perspectives, with abundant
achievements and still a lot of work to be done in future studies.

These are various kinds of classifications of the news discourse
according to different standards. For instance, to classify according to the
topic that is covered, there is business news, sports news, political news,
entertainment news, science and technology news, etc, and according to
the place that the news takes place, there is international news, national
news and local news. Furthermore, there are various news styles for
journalism, such as news reports, features, editorials, etc. Although this
thesis takes only one sub-variety of the news discourse as the subject of the

study, a survey of what have been done in the study of the news discourse
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as a whole will shed light on my study.

1.1.1 Studies on News Discourses in China

The studies on news discourses in China at the beginning are
restricted to the study of the stylistic features at the lexical level from the
perspective of rhetoric. For instance, Zong Aizhi (1985 ) studies the
artistic effect of the vivid diction of journalism English on the readers, and
Lin Jue (1987) studies the emotive elements in diction, semantic choices
and metaphor in journalism language. These rhetoric studies focus on
rhetoric devices and the influence of the language on the readers, but
neglect the relationship of the different components in the discourse.
Therefore, these studies based on traditional rhetoric are comparatively
superficial and cannot reveal the nature of news discourses.

Hou Weirui (1987) analyzes the stylistic features of the language in
the headline, the lead and the body of the news report. For instance, the
different ways of typesetting and font can make the headline more attractive
and the rhetorical devices like pun, alliteration, rhyme, etc. are of help to
draw the readers’ attention. His study takes a step further to analyze the
sentence pattern and text structure of the body of the news report.

In their monograph on stylistics, Wang Zuoliang and Ding Wangdao
(1987) introduce the stylistic features of news reports from perspectives of
the sentence structure, vocabulary, and the discourse structure. Their
analysis is influenced by theories of Chomsky’ s TG grammar and the

formalistic stylistics. They use the method of stylistic statistics to analyze

4
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the language features in the news discourse such as the length of the
sentence, the structure of verb phrases and noun phrases, the complexity
of vocabulary, etc. , which has secured the validity of the analysis:
Sentence is still the basic unit of their analysis, and their analysis of the
discourse structure is limited to the conclusion that in news report
discourses, the first few sentences usually contain the most important
information in order to attract the readers. The analysis focuses mainly on
the language features of the surface structure and pays little attention to the
socio-cultural elements in the news discourse.

With the popularity of Halliday’ s systemic functional grammar in
China, a lot of researchers and linguists adopt Halliday’ s theories in the
study of news discourse analysis. Context is one of the most frequently used
concepts in news discourse analysis. Shang Yuanyuan (2001) analyzes a
corpus of news headlines in order to compare and indicate the impact of the
variables of context on both generic structural potential and specific
language forms. Based on the contextual theories of the systemic functional
grammar, the article explores the language features of news headlines and
investigates the relationship of context, generic structure features and the
reflection in language forms of these features. The study illustrates the
functional view on language, that is, language form is the realization of the
meaning potential.

Nie Renfa and Du Chunzi (2002 ) analyze the context of some
Chinese news discourses. They point out that the contextual elements,
namely the temporal elements, spatial elements and actor elements, serve

as a connection to the world outside the discourse, and the analysis of these
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elements reveals how discourses are connected with the external world.
They analyze the characteristics of the contextual elements in news
discourses and conclude that these features reflect the objectivity and the
close connection of news discourses with the world outside the discourses.

Cheng Dongchun (2002 ) analyzes the language features of the
headlines of new discourses from perspectives of typesetting, diction and
the sentence pattern based on the theories of functional analysis. Through
the analysis of some samples of news headlines, the article studies how the
choices at the three levels reflect the communicative function and meaning
of the headline of the news discourse, and draws the conclusion that the
choices made in language forms reflect the newspaper’ s position and view
point, and the objectivity of the news press is relative.

Liang Lujin (2003 ) studies coherence in English news discourses.
Through the analysis of English news discourses selected from Time, the
article points out that coherence in news English is realized by the cohesive
devices that present the characteristics of news English. The conclusion is
thereby drawn that coherence is restricted by the purpose to be realized in
the text as well as the extratextual context. The article also proposes the
concept of “coherence field” and illustrates that the agreement of the
coherence field created by the writer and that by the reader is the guarantee
of the realization of the textual purpose. The factors of textual
characteristics, coherence devices and textual purposes all participate in
the creation of the coherence field.

Han Yuping (2004 ) adopts the theory of register to analyze the three

elements of the situational context in news discourses, namely the field of
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discourse, the tenor of discourse and the mode of discourse, and attempts
to analyze the realization of the function of the news reports at levels like
the lexical level, the sentential level and the textual level.

Zhou Junlan (2004 ) studies the interpersonal functions of feature
reports from the perspective of interaction. Based on Halliday’ s systemic
functional grammar and relevant journalistic theories, the paper holds that
feature reporters have, at their disposal, a variety of techniques to enhance
the interpersonal function of the news discourse, despite the lack of face-
to-face, overt contact between the reporter and the reader. The article
analyzes these techniques in interpersonal style in feature reports in Time,
and makes comparison with those in Beijing Review. The author comes to
the conclusion that there is much room for improvement in Beijing Review
in the area of interpersonal effectiveness. Also argued is the point that in
English writing courses in China, especially English journalistic writing
courses, attention should be paid to cultivating students’ interpersonal
awareness.

These analyses are no longer restricted to the study of the language
form itself like that of the formalist stylistics. They emphasize the
connection of the language form in the text and the world outside the text,
and the relationship between language use and the social functions of the
text. The analysis of the news discourse has developed from stylistic
description to functional analysis that pays attention to the social function of
the news discourse and analyzes the social and functional reasons for the
choice of specific language forms at different levels of the news discourse.

However, this kind of functional analysis has its shortcomings. The

7
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description of the language form is inadequate and the language features
stated in the analysis are usually impressionistic.

Critical linguistics or critical discourse analysis came into being in the
1970s. It has great effect on the analysis of the news discourse.

Chen Zhongzhu (1995) adopts the critical linguistics in his critical
analysis of news discourses. The article takes two news reports concerning
the same event from newspapers of different political standings as the
subjects of the study and performs critical discourse analysis from the
perspective of the three meta-functions of discourse proposed by Halliday.
The analysis of the article reveals the relationship between news discourses
and ideology, that is, the reporter can manipulate devices like grammar,
reported speeches and textual structures to achieve the goal of propaganda.

Zhang Yanxu (1998) adopts theories of critical discourse analysis to
analyze the language features of news discourses from Time, News Week
and US News & World Report from perspectives of categorization, modality
and oral model and reaches the conclusion that categorization and modality
are tools of encoding ideology in the news discourse and the use of oral
models enhances the readability of the news discourse and helps to
influence the reader. Then the article adopts the method of content analysis
to investigate the content of reports about China in Time and further reveals
the impact of ideology on the language features.

Xin Bin (1998 ) analyzes two news discourses from the angle of
critical linguistics and focuses on the study of the textual and pragmatic
functions of the reported speech in news discourses and the way in which
the reporter manipulates the reported speech to convey their own
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