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The Method
of Higher

Education



The object of a Higher Education is to bring
out (BH) the intelligent(#H) moral power(f&) of
our nature; to make a new and better society
(lit. people); and to enable us to abide in the
highest excellence. When a man has a standard
of excellence before him, and only then, will
he have a fixed and definite purpose; with a
fixed and definite purpose, and only then, will
he be able to have peace and tranquility of
mind; with tranquility of mind, and only then,
will he be able to have peace and tranquility
of soul; with peace and serenity of soul, and
only then, can he devote himself to deep,
serious thinking and reflection; and it is only
by deep, serious thinking and reflection that a
man can attain true culture.
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Men in old times when they wanted
to further the cause of enlightenment and
civilization in the world began first by securing
good government in their country. When they
wanted to secure good government in their
country, they began first by putting their
house in order. When they wanted to put their
house in order, they began first by ordering
their conversation aright. When they wanted
to put their conversation aright, they began
first by putting their minds in a proper and
well-ordered condition. When they wanted to
put their minds in a proper and well-ordered
condition, they began first by getting true
ideas. When they wanted to have true ideas,
they began first by acquiring knowledge and
understanding. The acquirement of knowledge
and understanding comes from a systematic
study of things.
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After a systematic study of things, and
only then, knowledge and understanding will
come. When knowledge and understanding
have come, and only then, will men have true
ideas. When men have true ideas, and only
then, will their minds be in a proper and well-
ordered condition. When men’s minds are
in a proper and well-ordered condition, and
only then, will their conversation be ordered
aright. When men’s conversations are ordered
aright, and only then, will their houses be kept
in order. When men’s houses are kept in order,
and only then, will there be good government
in the country. When there is good government
in all countries, and only then, will there be
peace and order in the world.
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The Commission of Investiture to Prince
K’ang says:

“He (the Emperor Wen) succeeded in
making manifest the power of his moral
nature.”

In the Address of the Minister I-yin to the
Emperor T’ai Chia, it is said:

“He (the great Emperor T’ang) kept
constantly before him the clear ordinance of
God.”
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