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Abstract

The middle reach of Yangtze River, including Hunan, Hubei
and Jiangxi provinces, was the most important grain output area in
Qing Dynasty. It is significant to study the rice price and market of
this area. However, there has not been holistic research so far. This
book tempts to combine literature review with quantitative analysis to
explore the grain circulation and market integration in Qianlong
period.

The study mainly focuses on following four aspects:

The first aspect is the rice price movement. From the time
dimension, the rice price of middle reach showed a rising trend,
and three obvious cycles in the price movement can be observed: in
the early Qianlong period, rice price emerged a biggest increase; in
the middle period, rice price fluctuations performed relatively stable;
in the late period, rice price suffered maximum fluctuation. From
spatial dimension, price of grain output area fluctuated more wildly
than that of none—output area, price of major output area fluctuated
more wildly than that of minor output area. Historical documents
shows, apart from weather variation and famine, demands from
outside province causes great influence in the apparent price cycles.

The second aspect is the grain trade routes in the middle reach.
Through exploring the literature materials, it has been seen that in
the three provinces of the middle reach, through export to the lower
reach, the Yangtze River linked with Xiang River, Han River and
Gan River, had formed the trunk of grain network. Study shows

that, there were other two trade routes across this area: through the
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one route, grain of Li—zhou & Chang—-de was moved to Jing-—zhou
along the branches of Jing River, and moved to Xiang—yang through
the branches of Han River & Yangtze River then; through another
route, grain of middle Xiang River was transported from Li-ling to
Yuan —zhou in Jiangxi province by Lu River, and was transported
through Yuan River into Gan River then.

The third aspect is the variation of the grain flow along Yangtze
River. Through custom files review and the price variance analysis
between middle and lower reaches of Yangtze River, it can be
obviously seen that the ups and downs of rice price variance reflected
the increase and decrease of grain trade flow along the middle and
lower reaches of Yangtze River; it is convinced that grain export in
the middle reach was market —oriented. In the same time, it has
been seen that changes of the food supply capacity in the middle
reach in late Qianlong period had emerged, Hubei gradually lose the
priority in grain export, and had to purchase grain from Jiangxi,
Hunan and Sichuan in bad years.

The last aspect is the market integration in the middle reach of
Yangtze River. Studies have shown that a co-—integrated grain market
had formed through the grain export routes extension in middle
Yangtze River in Qianlong period, which means a breakthrough of
administrative boundaries. However, not just taking Hankou,
Jiujiang as the center, the two newly discovered routes together with
the trunk line of Yangtze River built the price market structure of
Middle Yangtze River.

This book provides an empirical case to reveal the traditional
socio —economic development of China. The study shows that, the
middle reach of Yangzi River had been integrated into the national
grain market system by grain producing and trading, which echo the
judgment “national markets in the eighteenth century”. Through an
integrated research of the grain producing and trading, rice price

movement, the commercial routes and the markets integration, this
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book finds that the market mechanism produced a profound influence
on the production, the trade, agricultural constitution of this area,

thus formed such a unique market pattern.

Key Words: Qianlong Period; The Middle Reach of Yangtze
River; Rice Price; Grain Circulation Routes; Market Integration;

Market Structure



%—ﬁ D T 1
e T T R S SR RS 1
- Y S (1] T S 2

— ., BRBMFIIE cceovrssocerosnnsnscosiassrcarissrasassassssssnnssnnes 2
S RAEIT P ERIBIFR ooeeerrmrmmmmninsnneen e e 28
B RSl o 41
R - 3. T3 - O TSNNSO O (P SR RUC R, S 41
T HEE FE i s 42

%:E %Rﬁ;‘l:’:mmzfﬁﬂmﬂ .................................... 45

BN ARMPRIREL. FTBIXRI G KBESE e 45
— . BRI MEFTIHE R oooootessvresitons sesussnases srnnss 45
Bl |-G () (PRI e S S — 48

BN KB WEEIRILIFR oo 53
— . KRG, ANFEBRA cceceinciciiiiiecasiie e s ea e 53
T HHERBIJE coceeeeiiii ittt s s e 56
ELRWFHMISZAAD, HAURRBRESE ooeeeee 61

A RILPHERETEFERIL occcoevererscresiorinninininesesssen 66
B RN RO P LS 66
Zio BIA csensssvesninsssmaodbebunesseaes i9sssnsdass depspounse asvens 68
) - P 70



D 0t B S IS UK S A o i

2=E

o
-

=

FRERACITRiIFR RN TR, KREERH

FERT eenneeerrmieiriin s e e 73
T RMBEBRIBEI oo 73
T SRR i b X RS g B oo 75
= AT ereroreennciistonsoieieneniininiiiestenninsnssasoss srnsasass v 76
T, BB creerrsersiiinnesininionnseensactves ansnsetsssonacsasaonsessons 79
By IR csvacssusnneestnsasss busbabebbvin shs bhpidaiitanyonmansmya s siin 82
W, KT RN LB BRI ceeeerrvnnnncmmmierminienicnnnon 85
Y Rt A K B ) B R H R - ee e 87
— BRI R B seovsennmvnnsiossennsessonisnanussessnensinses 88
e WEEMER AN saslrapmmmnsviipmmnnmssims o 94
B SN R womenmanmrasmmenl o RS o dus s 97
BFREKIN B KSR BEES TG - 111
T KRR B R e e wa & e 113
BN C 2 e S R VAP HIELORE Y LA Syt e S S 113
s - (- S R O s RRRRE 118
Y BERERIBEEEERTGD oo oroocovencsemiarmrmrosonsmavaesis 123
=, R B R covvercarmmmvicscinn sovorosmiensasvenovavevsnss 123
T MK T ccerverrmieranancnionirasctanaintrnisasnisesnsissaonves 125
S FEEKT cecereeiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiiiiisiinsisisisesisisinans 131
i RALHRIRAR 2 SR R R oo 132
— NIRRT RBEENE ccoererrecnciiniiiiiiiiiiieiaeen. 133
SV HELAEREEETR oorrrorerecarnsnerrosoransionnasase 136
ZLKTIFHRZARRERBANEMA oo 140
'téilqlﬁi&IZH@ﬁTiﬁE‘é? ....................................... 147
T DBRTHIBEEBE ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinisiiinssisnsea. 148
=2, AR e et s s seveesbes kil e s 148
B - | ey e 158



=, LT evrensnmearevraaanesveersers sonuvs sxmves canyas svaes snvies sxw 165

FN RN PR AT SR SRR 174

— KT BHERTHEADH oorerrrrrmrniranannienneen, 174

Z  BAEARWEBEE R ccooveeecorrsosiniiininiiaiiiisiaiiiie. 183

S BBRHB KT EEERA T BRI coereeerrnenenenns 195

® iF- 197
%%iﬁ .............................................................................. 199
i gl ................................................................................ 231
j-l':—'l -j_a ................................................................................. 243
g;##ﬁ ........................................................................... 245



Contents

Chabter | FOreWord s+« svsemssssisis vrsveasanisimsssssess svmsns sasqos sampenisswwanass |

1:1
12

1.3

Chapter Il

2.1

2.2

2.3

Reasons for the selected topic ««weererrremremmmiiniiainiinnnnne. 1
The Academic StUtUS ««-«c-creeerrenceecnnne 8o TR SRR T 2
1.2.1 The grain price study in Qing Dynasty ««+tessserereerereraaens 2
1.2.2 The study of middle reach of Yangtze River in Qing

DYNASLY +rrvereerrrsrnnsermenininntes et 28
Research framework and approaches «:«:sresrerereveicnninanas 41
1.3.1 Research framework ««««+-csceescessesecsseasessnsassornsesssnsns 41

1.3.2 Materials and approaches D A I R 42

Agricultural geography of middle reach of Yangtze River in
QING Dynasty «--«:«eseeeemirteamiiuiiiiic 45
Physical geography, administrative divisions, land and water
EFANSPOMT v eermsetn ittt e 45
2.1.1 Physical geography, administrative divisions «--=---=---- 45
2.1.2 Land and water transport ....................................... 48

The development of the agriculture in the middle reaches of
the Yangtze RIVEr «-reeeerrrriemimiiiiiii s 53
2.2.1 Planting of rice and wheat «---++=seerereeieiaiiiiiiiiii. 53
2.2.2 Cropping SYSHEI ««««««+erssarsrunsentesstunminttenainanienes 56
2.2.3 Figures of population, farmland and grain output in prophase
and metaphase Qing Dynasty ................................. 61

The main grain producing zone of middle reach of Yangtze
BiVOr - uaiss seiaianspmsmstnsonsnbe s@oishe soanss 3 sanussaion ssaessuihosmmeesne 66



