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Editor's Note

In order to get an in-depth understanding of the cognition and experience of
international students in China, to further enrich their lives in China and to enhance
their understanding of and friendly relations with China as well as their friendship
with the Chinese people, the activity of soliciting articles themed “China and I was
successfully held from June to September, 2017. Sponsored by the Department of
International Cooperation and Exchanges of the Ministry of Education and hosted by
Service Center for Scholarly Exchange of Ministry of Education, this activity caused a
stir among international students in China, and with large batch of excellent articles
springing up.

Ultimately, 12 first, second and third prizes and 34 excellence prizes were
reviewed by the organizing committee of the writing competition. Prize winners told
the stories about China’s development, changes and achievements over the past five
years from their own perspectives, and they also wrote about their feelings about
studying in China. All prize-winning articles were written fluently and elegantly in
Chinese with rich and colorful contents. The organizing committee specially compiled

those articles together to present them to the leaders.
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Preface

Since ancient times, educational exchanges have been an important part
of people-to-people and cultural exchanges as well as the cooperation between
countries and peoples. As the saying goes, “State-to-state relations thrive when there
is friendship between the peoples.” In the long history of Chinese civilization, overseas
student exchanges can trace its history back to ancient times. In the 7th century,
China began to receive the Japanese missions to the Tang dynasty, which promoted
the cultural exchanges and social development in neighboring countries and
regions. Since modern times, a large number of people with dreams and ambitions
in China have studied abroad to seek national independence and rejuvenation.
Since the reform and opening up, China has made strategic decisions of expansively
dispatching students overseas, thus promoting the formation of the largest and
the most widespread tide of such exchanges and the craze of returning home in
the most diversified fields. Nowadays, China is attracting and fostering a host of
overseas students from all over the world with an increasingly open attitude, and the
exchanges of foreign students play a crucial role in improving the development and

communication in relations between China and other foreign countries.
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In 1950, the People’s Republic of China received the first batch of 33 foreign
students from Eastern European countries. With the development of China's
economy and the trend of internationalization of higher education in the recent four
decades, exchanges and cooperation in education between China and other countries
are getting increasingly closer. China is gradually becoming such an important
member on the ever-moving stage of international students in that more and more
foreign scholars and young students are focusing their attention on China. In 2016,
the number of overseas students received by China was 442,773 and they come from
205 countries and regions. Therefore, China has become the third largest destination
country when it comes to receiving international students and the firstin Asia.

The fact that students from all countries are studying in China not only reflects
their graceful bearings, and passes on the diversity of human civilization as well as
the richness of national culture, but also constantly shows the real China to the world
and enables people around the world to see the changes in China and the best wishes
of the Chinese people for building a community of shared future for mankind. The
Chinese people seek for openness and innovation, inclusiveness and mutuakbenefit,
promote harmony in diversity, incorporate things of diverse culture and respect the
ecological nature and green development. The dream of the Chinese people has
always beenin line with the dreams of people in the whole world.

The publication of My Beautiful Encounter with China—the Chinese Story Told by
International Students is to convey Chinese people’s dreams, enhance the friendship
between the Chinese people and the foreign students studying in China, and promote
the people-to-people and cultural exchanges among the younger generations from
different countries and ethnic groups. As a foreign student coming to China for
study, you may be confronted with different lifestyles and cultural habits in the first

place; you may embrace the joy of overcoming difficulties and gradually become



o R A A, Bh RN R
A AR L B N R A B E A
Kz tREAMRFER. PRAR
BORIF R, AT, {2
AL, FYOFE, FRESAR. &
(%, E R ARG A % [
A R &4 BB AE

(3% 5 v [ Y 5% N 8 3l 42
g b b EE ) — B H R
RN T b EARSHE, it
AARSkER A LE, AR
[ % A B 8] 7 4F — AR89 N SO
fem B EA . RN EE], f
wskerb A A oSS SO AT R
AN [) £ R A v R PR L 328 T O
T Bl A PR B 0 BB s A X e SOy e
Fine [ 4 1 i 1A A A X AR SO
g%, ARZFITPEST MR
AR 5 A, TR Al
i o EE R A R A A9
WA B 2 A T B AL T — 1 22 K
ER IR | R R TE A2 2] KUK
(e 1, ey KRR R T
e [ K R R AL T

ROk, [E BUR A W hn o




accustomed to and further integrated into the environment; you may develop
fondness for Chinese culture engendered by the Chinese language learning and the
understanding of China; you may also witness the development of China’s economy
and feel Chinese people’s enthusiasm and goodwill, thus fostering the desire of being
a messenger who wants to connect China with the world. The publication of this book
provides a window for foreign students and friends to exchange feelings of studying
and living in China and demonstrate their learning achievements here in China. In the
meantime, the book also offers them a bond with China.

To look ahead, the Chinese government is going to continually strengthen
international educational cooperation and exchanges with other countries in the world,
welcome and encourage outstanding students from all over the world to further study
in China. By 2020, the number of foreign students in China is expected to reach 50o,000.
The Chinese government, Chinese colleges and universities will continue to take a series
of measures to create a more optimized study environment, build more high-quality
educational facilities and provide more internationalized educational services.

Foreign students and friends, as a Chinese poem goes, "If you have ;friend
afar who knows your heart, distance can't keep you two apart." So wherever you
go, to any part of the world, 1.3 billion Chinese people will always be your sincere
friends and friendly partners, and China’s development will provide and create a
broader stage for you to show your talent. We hope that all overseas students and
friends will keep paying attention to China‘s development and making greater
contributions to enhancing exchanges and cooperation between China and your

mother countries in economy, education, culture, diplomacy and other fields.

Editorial Committee

November 8, 2017
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