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Christine and Luis
Theresia, Vera, Judith, and Arne

Thanks for putting up with us.

RSRAENT. B, HEF. &
B, SREHFF B AP HK S
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Benjamin Hossbach, born 1966, and

Christian Lehmhaus, born 1963, are the managing
partners in [phase eins]. They both graduated in
architecture from the Technical University of Berlin.
They are members of the Berlin Chamber of
Architects, the German Institute of Architects (BDA),
the German Association of Consulting Engineers
(VBI), and the German Association for Sustainable
Construction (DGNB).

Mths. & MECER ( BDA ) . fEE
= (VBI) %04 f

In 2006, we published a first collection of projects
resulting from architectural competitions, from 1995 to
2005. [phase eins]. had the honor to provide a leader-
ship role in these instances. They are all outstanding
examples of topical architecture and urban design in
Germany and were awarded numerous prizes. This is

a clear proof of the positive impact of architectural

competitions on the success of construction projects.

Because many of the competitions took place over a
rather short period of time, our portfolio has grown

to include many exciting projects in less than two
years. Thus, to publish a sequel to “The Architecture of

Competitions” seems the most obvious thing to do.

As in the first book, the competition projects are
presented along with essays on the issues that have
concerned us all along, i.e. competitions in general
and competition management in particular. The
focus of the competition projects and the accom-

panying essays is on international competitions.

We invited some of our fellow-architects to enrich this
volume by giving their impressions and their thoughts
about international competitions. All have taken part in
numerous competition procedures, either as compe-
titors or as jurors, and they could easily fill a whole
book by themselves with accounts of their “Adven-
tures in Competition Land”. We extend to them our

thanks for their willingness to share their experiences.

Likewise hidden in the wings of true-to-life perspec-
tives, flawless floor layouts and elaborate models are
our colleagues’ sense of commitment, the high costs
they are bound to incur, and the admirable courage of
the sponsors who willingly bore those costs in the end.

This is why we express our thanks equally to the




architects who contributed to this volume with their
designs and to our clients, including those whose
projects have not made it into the book. The concern
of both parties with the quality of the built environ-
ment, their ambition to enhance it with projects

of their own, forms the basis of the work we do at
[phase eins]. It provides us with constant inspiration.

This book goes out to all who - through their interest
and involvement in creating architectural excellence -
express their concern for transparency in the planning
and contract award process, be they architects,
specialist planners, academics, private or public offi-
cials involved, or developers and principals of building
projects: Heroes, all, of the “Construction World”!

Benjamin Hossbach

Christian Lehmhaus

BAAE2006FE HR T F—ABREER B IRITERE,

FT1995F Z2005F ML FRINEERIE, [phase
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The Architecture of Competitions 2006-2008
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Architecture, Taste, and Culture
ZI. mirFnsz

Rodolfo Machado, professor in practice of architecture and urban design at Graduate School of Design, Harvard University,
and partner in Machado and Silvetti Associates, Boston, USA

Rodolfo Machado, EEM#HAEEITRERESHTRITNBAHIR, EEKiMachado and SilvettiBE & /A S HI& R -

It has been deeply interesting for me to have partici-
pated, as a juror, in two international urban design
competitions organised and managed by [phase eins].
First it was the Jabal Khandama competition in Mecca,
Saudi Arabia, in 2006 and then the Administration
Complex competition in Tripoli, Libya, in 2007.

They were, in a way, similar; | am not just refer-
ring to their scale, their dual “by invitation

plus open” mode of operation, or the similari-
ties in submission requirements and types of
representation: their similarity came from the

cultural estrangement of their contexts.

In a few words, what tended to split the body of jurors
among the well known lines of “locals and visitors” — as
in any good football game — were, above all, matters of
architectural taste and the language of images, archi-
tectural representation and cultural identity, formal
abstraction versus figuration, and such. In other words,
the pragmatics of iconography became a central issue.
After a few debates it became obvious that the gap
between Western architecture and the local vernac-
ular traditions is still real.On the other hand, the

power of architecture to represent culture, to stand

for — or act as a provider of — a perceived identity,
appears to be firmly in place across the board.

All of these efforts at communication through architec-

ture had in fact a happy ending (or it seemed so to us
when the verdicts were announced; one should wait
and see what is built before rejoicing). In both cases the
best projects won, after much explaining of the reasons

for their success, and their advantages of all kinds.

[phase eins]. in their skilled carving of a different profes-
sional niche (and/or in finding one more way, other
way, to practice architecture and urbanism) was contrib-

uting, as much as our professions, to a better world.

T2 5H([phase eins]./A S E LA EER2006EE
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